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Letter from the Director 
 
Dear delegates, 
  
Welcome to the United Nations Security Council. My name is Ryan Karimi and I will be 
serving as your director at CAHSMUN 2017. I am currently a Grade 12 Student at St. 
George’s School. This will be my the ninth hotel Model UN conference and the seventh as a 
staff or secretariat member. Model UN has been a part of my life since Grade 9; in fact, my 
first delegate experience was in the World Health Organization at CAHSMUN 2014. I also 
directed the Canadian Security and Intelligence Service during CAHSMUN 2016. In my spare 
time, I enjoy reading, hiking and camping, and working on my school’s Student Government. 
  
To succeed in this committee, you, the delegates, will have to first and foremost follow your 
country’s foreign policy. This committee is unique in a number of ways, one of them being the 
fact that Russia, China, the United States, the United Kingdom, and France all have a veto 
power. In other words, it is in your best interest to be as diplomatic as possible while still 
working in your country’s best interests; if your resolution goes against the policy of one of 
the veto power countries, one of these five delegates may choose not to pass your resolution. 
  
Here are some words from your Chair: My name is Vivian, and I am delighted to serve as your 
chair. I am currently in Grade 12 at Richmond Christian School, and CAHSMUN 2017 may 
well be my last high school MUN conference. Since Grade 10, I have appreciated the wide 
array of experiences MUN has to offer. From writing intense debate to meeting new friends, I 
hope you have the opportunity to learn about the community I have grown to adore. Outside 
of MUN, I can probably be found trying to sing songs from Disney movies, eating popcorn, or 
emulating my favourite character from The Office, Dwight Schrute. I also enjoy working with 
special needs children. I look forward to meeting you soon, and to a wonderful conference! 
 
Sincerely, 
Ryan Karimi 
UNSC Director – CAHSMUN 2017 
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Committee Description: 
 
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is the primary peacekeeping organ of the 
United Nations. UNSC works to diffuse acts of aggression and threats to the maintenance of 
peace both internationally and intranationally; in the words of the UN Charter, the UNSC 
serves to “investigate any dispute, or any situation which might lead to international friction or 
give rise to a dispute, in order to determine whether the continuance of the dispute or situation is 
likely to endanger the maintenance of international peace and security[.]” It is the only body of 
the UN with the power to pass legally binding resolutions. In other words, in the process of 
joining the United Nations, member states agree to carry out the resolutions passed by the 
UNSC. If a country fails to comply to a resolution, she is usually met with punitive measures. 
These measure include, in order of increasing severity, the investigation of the issue, the 
recommendation of procedures for peaceful resolutions, calling upon member states to 
enforce economic sanctions, calling upon member states to sever diplomatic relations, and as 
a last resort, the use of military force. 
 
There are fifteen members of the Security Council: ten rotating members and five permanent 
members, those being China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States. The 
ten non-permanent members rotate every two years, with five members being replaced every 
year. The current non-permanent members are Egypt, Senegal, Angola, Japan, Malaysia, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, New Zealand, Spain, and Ukraine. 
 
The Security Council was created on October 24th, 1945, when the victors of World War 
Two, the five permanent members of the UNSC, ratified the UN Charter. There were initially 
only six non-permanent members, those being Australia, Brazil, Egypt, Mexico, the 
Netherlands, and Poland. However, in 1965, this section of the charter was amended to 
expand the UNSC to five permanent and ten non-permanent members. The first formal 
meeting of the UNSC was on January 17th, 1946, in London. The first peacekeeping missions 
deployed by the UNSC were the UN Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO; a semi-
permanent mission to stabilize the Middle East) and the UN Military Observer Group in India 
and Pakistan (UNMOGIP; a mission to observe the ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir). Both 
these missions continue to operate to this day. 
 
Other notable missions include the first UN Emergency Force (UNEF I), organized by 
Canadian Prime Minister Lester Pearson to address the Suez Canal Crisis, the UN Assistance 
Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR), and the African Union-UN Hybrid Operation in Darfur 
(UNAMID).  



CAHSMUN 2017 UNSC Backgrounder  3 

Topic A: The Drug War in Mexico 
Overview 
 
Mexico’s historically weak judicial system and corrupt police institutions, in addition to its 
proximity to the United States, the world’s largest economy, have made Mexico a natural host 
for one of the world’s most expansive drug trafficking networks. Mexico is now a key provider 
of heroin to the US drug market, and by far the largest foreign supplier of methamphetamine 
and marijuana. In the last decade, Mexican production of these drugs has increased 
dramatically, as has the amount of seized drugs along the American-Mexican border. 
According to an estimate by the US Department of State, more than 90% of US imported 
cocaine currently arrives through Mexico: a clear increase from 71% in 2003. 
 
Ten years ago, Mexican President Felipe Calderon announced a substantial crackdown on 
drug cartels. Since then, this operation conducted primarily by the Mexican government has 
led to the deaths of over 164,000 people1. The United States has been involved in this conflict 
primarily by giving funding and intelligence to the Mexican government, and by attempting 
to curb the flow of drugs across the US-Mexico border. Calderon moved to supplement and 
sometimes entirely replace local police forces with soldiers; due in part to this, the Calderon 
administration has arrested or killed twenty-five of the thirty-seven most wanted Mexican 
drug traffickers. However, after killing a kingpin, two will rush to take his place. In accordance 
to this old adage, after the capture of these kingpins, Mexico observed an increase in 
succession battles and territorial disputes between gangs. In the violence, more than forty 
mayors and former mayors have lost their lives. City council members and municipal leaders 
have also been prominent targets for violence. 
 
Through the course of the conference, the objective of the UNSC will be to attempt to reduce 
the massive death toll (civilian or otherwise) in Mexico through whatever means it has at its 
disposal.  
 

Timeline: 
 
1933 - Prohibition in the US comes to an end; illegal drugs begin arriving in the US from 
Mexico. 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1 http://www-tc.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/art/progs/3220/mexico_homicides.png 



CAHSMUN 2017 UNSC Backgrounder  4 

1960s - Mexico amplifies its narcotics production, smuggling narcotics into the United States 
on a major scale. 
 
1970s and 1980s - Pablo Escobar consolidates his drug empire in Columbia and becomes the 
world’s main dealer of cocaine. The US cracks down on smugglers in South Florida; to ensure 
the continuity of Colombian narcotics exports, Escobar begins to work with Mexican 
smugglers to establish new smuggling routes into the US. 
 
1989 - Miguel Angel Felix Gallardo, the Mexican cocaine kingpin of the Guadalajara cartel 
(commonly referred to as El Padrino, or the Godfather) is arrested. Fighting between rival 
cartels briefly stops. 
 
December 1st, 2000 - Vicente Fox is inaugurated as president. In direct contrast to the ruling 
party before his, Fox’s party is elected on a platform of law and order. He promises to address 
the drug problem in Mexico. 
 
December 1st, 2006 - Felipe Calderon, from the same party, is inaugurated as president. He 
also promises to crack down on drug smuggling in Mexico. He puts a cap on the salaries of 
high-ranking public officials (in an attempt to reduce corruption) and mandates a raise on the 
salaries of police officers and soldiers. 
 
December 11th, 2006 - Only ten days after his inauguration, Calderon launches Operation 
Michoacán, to eliminate the La Familia cartel. Around 160 Mexican soldiers and officers and 
over 500 cartel gunmen are killed. 
 
May 14th, 2007 - The head of Tijuana’s elite police force is murdered. Police are unable to 
identify a suspect. 
 
September 15th, 2008 - During Mexican Independence Day celebrations, live grenades are 
thrown into a crowd in the city of Morelia. Authorities, despite being told by cartel members 
that these attacks would happen in advance, failed to act in time. Eight civilians were killed.  
 
September 10th, 2010 - Calderon sheds light on the position of the Mexican government by 
the following statement, made in a CNN interview: “We live next to the world's largest drug 
consumer, and all the world wants to sell them drugs through our door and our window. And 
we live next to the world's largest arms seller, which is supplying the criminals.2”  
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
2 http://www.cnn.com/2013/09/02/world/americas/mexico-drug-war-fast-facts/ 
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January, 2011 - The death toll of the drug war reaches 34,612. 
 
August 25th, 2011 - Six people enter the Casino Royale in Monterrey, Mexico, and demand 
cash. When the manager refuses to pay, the building is set on fire. 52 people are killed. 
 
July 12th, 2012 - A report authored by the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee concludes 
that Mexico’s War on Drugs has been ineffective. The report condemns the use of direct 
assault, and instead urges the Mexican Government to focus on training and institution-
building within the police and the country’s judiciary. 
 
February 21st, 2013 - Human Rights Watch, a prominent non-governmental organization, 
publishes a report which harshly criticizes Mexico’s government and security forces. The 
report estimates that over 60,000 people have lost their lives due to drug-related violence from 
2006 to 2012. 
 
January 8th, 2016 - After eluding capture by police for over a decade and escaping prison 
twice, one of Mexico’s most powerful drug smugglers, Joaquin Guzman (aka El Chapo), is 
arrested. 
 

Historical Analysis 
 
Mexico has a fascinating and complex history with drug smuggling, the origins of which can 
be traced back to the late 1800s. At this time, the Chinese Exclusion Act was in place in the 
US, which resulted in many Chinese immigrants settling the land adjacent to the Mexican-
American border. In particular, these immigrants settled the regions of Sinaloa, Sonora, and 
Arizona; with them, opium was introduced into the region. Throughout the late 1800s, 
marijuana and opium were imported to Mexico from Europe. However, throughout the turn 
of the twentieth century, Mexico became capable of growing and producing marijuana and 
opium. Over the next hundred years, Mexico became a major exporter of both of these drugs.  
 
American attempts to curb the flow of these drugs (including the 1909 Opium Exclusion Act 
and the 1914 Harrison Narcotics Law) were counter-productive, as they merely increased 
volumes of illegal trade from Mexico. The Mexican government made attempts to shut down 
drug operations in following years, with a ban on imported drugs being put in place in 1923. 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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In 1927, the exportation of marijuana and opium was prohibited following US pressure to 
reduce drug trafficking. These measures proved to be ineffective as well. In accordance with 
the boom that Mexico’s drug market experienced in the 1920s and 1930s, by the mid-30s, 
Mexico supplied 15% of the US’ total imported opium3. This was the era in which the first 
cartels and drug lords emerged; they primarily served the purpose of maintaining the export 
of drugs and ensuring the loyalty of corrupt government officials and authorities. Attempts to 
curb the growth of this industry continued to fail, and by the 1960s, Mexico had become the 
main exporter of marijuana to the US, accounting for 75% of imported marijuana. 
Furthermore, following the development of the technology needed to refine opium into 
heroin (to facilitate easier transport), Mexico supplied 15% of the US’ heroin. Soon enough, 
Mexico became the US’ main supplier of drugs; this occurred due to both a rise in American 
demand and fall in supply from other countries. 
  
In the 1970s, the American and Mexican security forces began a much closer collaboration 
with regard to fighting drug trafficking. An effective strategy they employed was the use of 
herbicides, deployed by planes flying above plantations, to destroy drug crops. Though this 
did lead to a decrease in smuggling rates, it had its own drawbacks. For example, a whole host 
of adverse health effects were discovered in the populations affected by these aerial pesticides. 
The most significant side effect of this renewed government effort, however, was the 
restructuring of the drug industry, in response to a greater threat of capture by police forces. 
Small cartels slowly fell prey to larger ones; these large cartels resorted increasingly to 
intimidation and bribery to stay in business. The Guadalajara cartel emerged in the 70s, and 
quickly became a key player in the cartel scene. Due in large part to its close connection with 
Pablo Escobar, it controlled a significant amount of heroin and marijuana imports to the US. 
 
The flow of cocaine from Mexico to the US increased rapidly during the 80s; this led directly 
to an equally rapid increase in security and anti-drug efforts by both the Mexican and 
American governments. A prominent example of this would be the destruction of an 
expansive marijuana plantation in Chihuahua, in 1984. This began a series of escalating 
retaliations between Mexican authorities and drug cartels. The cartels kidnapped, tortured, 
and murdered an undercover agent of the US’ Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA). 
Mexican authorities then published a list containing the names of the country’s most 
important drug lords; furthermore, they closed the Federal Directorate of Security (a 
department of Mexico’s security force that faced claims of widespread corruption) and 
arrested some of the country’s most prominent drug lords. By 1989, all three leaders of the 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
3 http://www.peacepalacelibrary.nl/2016/01/mexico-and-the-drug-cartels-a-history-of-fascination/ 
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Guadalajara cartel were in the custody of Mexican police, leading to the decline of the cartel. 
This instigated a succession war over the cartel’s territory. Several smaller cartels rose to 
power, including the Sinaloa, Tijuana, Juarez, Gulf, Zetas, La Familia, and the Beltrán Leyva 
cartels4. Until the late 90s, these smaller cartels were managed by a parent organization known 
as ‘The Federation’; however, internal disputes and killings caused The Federation to fall 
apart. 
 

Current Situation 
 
Mexico, for much of the twentieth century, was governed by the Institutional Revolutionary 
Party (Partido Revolucionario Institucional in Spanish, or PRI). Though often considered a 
socialist party, PRI rule was characterized by centrist policies. However, in the 2000 
presidential election, a major political shift took place; after seventy years of PRI governance, a 
president from the National Action Party (Partido Acción Nacional, or PAN) was elected. In 
contrast with the previous party, the PAN is characterized by conservative policies. In fact, 
Vicente Fox, the 2000 PAN candidate, was elected on a platform of security and law and 
order. In the months following his election, he not only increased the efficiency of 
government forces by reducing bureaucracy, but also replaced many corrupt, incumbent 
government officials with members of his own party. In response, cartels increased violent 
activities; in response to this, Fox deployed military forces to the regions with most violence, 
in an attempt to regain some of the stability present before the 2000 change of government. 
For the next six years, Fox continued the crackdown on drug smuggling, leading to the arrest 
of around 79 000 individuals and the capture of several prominent drug lords. However, it 
also led to a drastic increase in cartel violence and drug-related murders.  
 
In 2006, Felipe Calderon (also of the PAN) was elected as the president of Mexico. He 
escalated the ‘War on Drugs’ and increased military presence throughout the country. By 
deploying 45,000 new troops and 12,000 policeman, he was able to make large-scale arrests 
and seizures. This resulted in the capture of several cartel leaders; however, the arrests came at 
the price of many reported human rights violations at the hands of soldiers. Cartels became 
even more fragmented, resulting in even more internal fighting, often leading to the deaths of 
innocent bystanders.  
 
2012 saw the return of the PRI, in the form of the election of the incumbent president of 
Mexico, Enrique  Peña Nieto. Peña Nieto stated numerous times that he would begin to 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
4 http://www.peacepalacelibrary.nl/2016/01/mexico-and-the-drug-cartels-a-history-of-fascination/ 
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withdraw military troops from fighting cartels. However, in 2013, military troops were wend 
to Michoacan to combat cartel violence. Moreover, although crime rates dropped 5.4% 
between 2013 and 2014, people affected by crimes rose 6.3% between 2013 and 2014. This 
disparity is accounted for by a rise in the number of unreported or uninvestigated crimes3. 
 
One of the newest and most dangerous players in the cartel scene is the Jalisco New 
Generation Drug Cartel (CJNG). Most drug traffickers tend not to interfere with government 
forces, provided that government forces return the favour. The CJNG, however, is markedly 
different from its predecessors in that it has proven itself willing and capable of fighting 
Mexican military forces, sometimes even in broad daylight. After authorities began to target 
its leader, Nemesio Oseguera, the CJNG began to fight back. On April 7th, 2015, the CJNG 
ambushed a convoy of police officers in Guadalajara. Fifteen officers were killed, and five were 
wounded. On May 1st, 2015, the CJNG carried out attacks in two dozen cities in Mexico. 
Roadblocks were set up, buildings and shops were robbed and set on fire, and a military 
helicopter was destroyed by a rocket-propelled grenade mid-flight. There are several factors 
that led to the rise of the CJNG. Its roots can be traced back to the Sinaloa cartel; the people 
that would come to lead the CJNG used the established infrastructure of the Sinaloa cartel to 
develop business strategies. The stability of the Jalisco region allowed the cartel to grow 
without having to engage in constant turf wars with rival cartels; the only competition to the 
CJNG were weak cartels of neighbouring states, which were easily dominated. On another 
level, the CJNG’s rise can be attributed to its claim to be a paramilitary group with the 
purpose of bringing stability to Mexico by defeating other cartels. Other cartels have followed 
suit with regard to actively attacking Mexican military forces; on April 18th, the Gulf Cartel, 
for the first time, launched attacks against police officers and lit several vehicles on fire, 
following the arrest of its leader. 
 
Another problem that has emerged in the last few years is the formation of civilian militia 
groups to fight the cartels and ensure local security. However, even this has escalated out of 
control. Although these militias receive government subsidies for equipment, they often resort 
to measures like extortion and kidnapping. Their own territorial disputes often hinder the 
fight against the cartels they were formed to combat. Some even theorize that cartels formed 
these groups in order to receive funding from the government4.  
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
5 http://www.peacepalacelibrary.nl/2016/01/mexico-and-the-drug-cartels-a-history-of-fascination/ 
 
6 http://www.businessinsider.com/mexicos-drug-war-is-taking-worse-turn-2015-5 
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The situation of the Mexican government has largely been to hunt down the heads of cartels. 
However, this strategy, in the eyes of some analysts, has proven to ineffective. When one 
kingpin is arrested, the result is fragmentation inside of a cartel; the resulting succession battle 
leads to many more deaths. Civilians are often caught in the crossfire. The United Nations 
Human Rights Council has concluded that the overall violence in the country since the turn of 
the 21st century has in fact deepened a culture of lawlessness in Mexico. Only 2% of the 
102,696 homicides that took place between 2006 and 2012 saw a conviction, according to UN 
estimates.  
 

UN Involvement 
 
Though the UNSC has not passed any substantial resolutions regarding the situation in 
Mexico, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has done extensive 
research on the drug trade in Latin America. According to the UNODC, cocaine trafficking 
has been on the rise in Central America since 2006. Since the Mexican government’s 
crackdown, drug smugglers have begun to funnel more drugs through the landmass of Central 
America to avoid smuggling through routes patrolled by security forces. Often, one 
encounters the misconception that higher volumes of drugs passing through a country leads 
to higher violence; however, as the UNODC explains7, there is a correlation but not a 
causation. In reality, with the shifting of drug routes often comes territorial disputes and 
fighting among cartels; that is the cause of violence as more drugs are smuggled through a 
region. Aside from a comprehensive report published and recommendations made by the 
UNODC, no UN action has been taken regarding this issue. 
 

Possible Solutions 
 
In September of 2012, the Harvard Institute of Politics published a report containing several 
recommendations for American and Mexican Policy-Makers8. Similarly to the 
aforementioned publication by the UNHRC, this report notes that President Calderon's 
strategy of head-on assault has been ineffective. While Calderon defends his strategy by 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
7 https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-
analysis/Studies/TOC_Central_America_and_the_Caribbean_english.pdf 
 
8  
http://iop.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/rpp/TheWarOnMexicanCartels_0.pdf 
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stating that cartel retaliations show that cartel leadership is rattled by government assaults, 
third party analysts are unsure that cartel strength is wavering. Below, a few are outlined. 
 
Eliminating Corruption 
 
To address government corruption, the report recommends the implementation of a more 
“transparent fund flow between the federal and state governments.” Specifically, it calls for an 
increase in ‘performance-based funding’ (funding given for a specific purpose, and renewed 
only if goals pertaining to that purpose are met). The report further recommends that the US 
use its influence in the United Nations to establish standards of anti-corruption measures 
internationally. The US should further encourage free flows of information and consistent 
police reports. Wage reforms and improved training, resource allocation, and accountability 
should be considered in reducing corruption in Mexican security forces. Mexicans have a 
longstanding tradition of bribing officials to turn the other cheek; these social norms greatly 
enable cartel operations. Cartels often attempt to place allies in office. For example, Cesar 
Godoy, a congressman, has ties to the La Familia cartel. Another problem is the lack of a 
formal re-election process; with no chance at holding office beyond their elected terms, 
politicians have no incentive to remain faithful to their electorate once in office. By creating 
processes for politicians to serve multiple terms in office, accountability to an electorate could 
guide policy creation, as opposed to attempting to maximize personal benefit from a single 
term. However, given the county’s history with dictator Porfirio Diaz, one understands why 
Mexican citizens, particularly those politically active during the Diaz regime, would be 
reluctant to allow politicians to serve numerous terms. 
 
Combatting Money Laundering 
 
It has recently been discovered that cartels have been using American banks to launder and 
re-distribute their funds. The Sinaloa cartel, one of Mexico’s most prominent and aggressive, 
recently used Wachovia (a mid-sized bank recently acquired by Wells Fargo) to distribute 
$378,400,000,000. Some of the money was used to purchase private jets to transport cocaine. 
The report recommends the construction of a list of individuals who are suspected to have 
laundered money for use in the drug trade, and the sharing of that list between numerous 
agencies working on combatting the drug trade. 
 
Local Efforts 
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As mentioned above, some citizens have taken to forming vigilante groups to combat cartels 
locally. The question of how to deal with this remains; the report gives a few suggestions. First, 
the government of Mexico could pledge their support to the cause of these vigilante groups, 
and provide them with arms and other material goods. This would send a clear message: the 
government of Mexico is fully committed to fighting cartels. On the other hand, supporting 
these groups explicitly might undermine the military authority of the government, and further 
perpetuate the sense of lawlessness in Mexico. The government could also support these 
groups through unofficial channels; this would entail the provision of arms and goods, but not 
endorsement or legitimization. Lastly, the government could crack down on and dismantle 
these groups. While this would not directly help the effort against cartels (as it would 
discourage resistance against cartels), it would emphasize the need to fight the cartels legally, 
and consolidate the rule of law within the country. 
 

Bloc Positions 
 
To assess a country’s stance on this issue, one can examine the country’s drug policy. Though 
this doesn’t give the full picture (as it doesn’t address issues like vigilante groups or human 
rights abuses), it can help one grasp the basics of one's country’s stance on this issue. 
 
United States of America  
Though supporting the Mexican government is in line with this country’s foreign policy, The 
US also has a strong personal incentive to combat cartels. The US is the world’s largest drug 
consumer, and drug use presents a whole slew of problems to the country, contributing to its 
homelessness epidemic, murder rate, and healthcare costs. As Mexico is one of the primary 
suppliers of drugs to the US, the US would be quite keen on combatting the channeling of 
drugs through the Mexican-American border. The two countries already have a history of 
collaboration between their security forces; this could potentially expand to encompass more 
American allies. 
 
China  
A country with extremely strict drug laws, China would likely support the Mexican 
government’s direct assault of drug cartels. China executes anywhere between 2,000 and 
15,000 people per year for drug-related offenses, and might encourage the Mexican 
government to take such measures as well. 
 
France  
Though France has one of the harshest drug policies in Western Europe, a significant majority 
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of its citizens are marijuana users. Around 1.2 million French citizens are daily users of 
marijuana. If one is caught using drugs, one may face a one-year prison sentence and/or a 
3750 euro fine. However, judges rarely actually impose these harsh penalties. In 2011, 50,092 
people were convicted for drug-related offences, but only 30% faced actual prison sentences. 
France might show tolerance with regard to convicting drug users, and perhaps even lower-
level cartel members. 
 
Russian Federation  
Russia is quite strict with its drug laws; a report published by the Global Commission on 
Drugs Policy condemned Russia’s drug policy and encouraged her to “end the criminalization, 
marginalization, and stigmatization of people who use drugs but who do no harm to others.” 
Russia would likely support Mexico’s frontal assault of cartels, and would encourage military 
power. 
 
United Kingdom  
Compared to a country like Portugal (which has decriminalized all drugs), the UK has a tough 
stance on drugs. For possession of ‘Class A’ drugs, like crack cocaine or heroin, one can expect 
a maximum sentence of seven years. For production or supplication of the aforementioned 
drugs, one can expect a life sentence. However, the UK does have functioning rehabilitation 
programs for addicts, in which addicts are also given help with life skills, education, 
employment, and finding affordable housing. The UK might encourage indirect methods of 
combating cartels. 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

1.! Should short-term violence be promoted for potential long-term stability? 
 

2.! Can the war against cartels ever be ended non-violently? If military intervention is 
necessary to lessen/end the conflict, to what extent should it be used? 

 
3.! With vigilante groups combating cartels in mind, should the war against cartels be 

waged outside of legal lines? Is it worth undermining the government’s authority for 
extra manpower? 

 
4.! To what extent is the Mexican government responsible for the massive loss of life in 

the fight against cartels? Furthermore, should the Mexican government be held 
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responsible for alleged human rights abuses committed by its soldiers toward 
criminals? 

 
5.! With a permanent, long-term solution in mind, how can drug use, production, and 

supplication be disincentivized, so that another country does not take Mexico’s place 
in the event that the fight against cartels is completely won? 
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