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Letter from the Director 
 
Dear delegates,  
 
My name is Eric Zhang, and I have the pleasure of serving as the Director of the United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC) at CAHSMUN 2018. I am currently a grade 12 student 
attending St. George's School. I began Model United Nations in grade 7 and I can safely say 
that choosing to attend that first conference was one of the best decisions of my life. This year 
will be my fifth and last CAHSMUN. I hope that I can provide a memorable experience for 
you this year at CAHSMUN. 
 
Here are a few words from your chair: 
Hello, I’m Katherine Zheng, and I am very excited to serve as your chair at UNSC for 
CAHSMUN 2018. I am a grade 11 student at Crofton House School and I have been involved 
with MUN since grade 8. MUN and public speaking have been a big part of my life since then 
- I have made countless friends and have learned more about global issues. I look forward to 
making UNSC an incredible experience for everyone! 
 
This year, the UNSC will be talking about the Reformation of Veto Power as well as 
Cyberwarfare. Both of these topics are pressing issues that must be solved as soon as possible. 
Delegates must be well researched and fully prepared to negotiate to make this committee 
successful. Normally, the Permanent 5 (P5) countries –China, France, United States, United 
Kingdom, and Russia –would have veto power; however, for topic A (Reformation of Veto 
Power and the UNSC), veto power will not be in play. This is to make sure that the P5 does 
not veto every single resolution. In topic B, veto power will, once again, come into play.  
 
The weekend will be filled with intense and fruitful debate. I wish you the best of luck with the 
research you will be conducting and look forward to meeting you all at the conference.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Eric Zhang 
Director of UNSC—CAHSMUN 2018 
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Committee Description 
 
Established in 1945, the UNSC is considered the most powerful organ of the United Nations 
(UN). As the name suggests, the UNSC is mainly in charge of maintaining international peace 
and security; however, the UNSC is also expected to help develop friendly relations among 
nations through diplomacy, sanctions, and peacekeeping operations.1 Unlike other 
committees, member states of the UN should accept and carry out the resolutions set forth by 
the UNSC; for resolutions set by the other organs of the UN, member states need not to 
comply to resolutions as they are simply a recommendation. For example, only the UNSC is 
able to start peacekeeping missions on behalf of the UN.  
 
The UNSC consists of fifteen countries at all times: five permanent members known as the 
Permanent 5 (P5) –China, France, United States, United Kingdom, and Russia –and ten 
rotating members who serve for two year periods. The current non-permanent members are 
Bolivia, Ethiopia, Equatorial Guinea, Ivory Coast, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Netherlands, Peru, 
Poland, and Sweden. The P5 nations have access to veto power –a single “no” from any one of 
these nations immediately fails the resolution that is currently being voted upon. For a 
resolution to pass, the resolution must receive the support of nine of the fifteen member 
states. 
 
The Security Council had its first meeting on January 17, 1946, in London, UK. Now, the 
UNSC is permanently located in the United Nations Headquarters in New York. A 
representative of each member state must be present in the UN Headquarters at all times just 
in case of an emergency meeting.  
 
Many international missions’ mandates - mainly peacekeeping missions –under the guidance 
of the UN have all originated in the UNSC. There are currently sixteen active peacekeeping 
missions around the world –as of July 2017. Some notable peacekeeping missions are the 
United Nations Assistance Mission in Rwanda (UNAMIR), the United Nations Mission in the 
Republic of South Sudan (UNMISS), the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated 
Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA), and the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in 
Cyprus (UNFICYP).2  
  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
1 www.un.org/en/sc/about/ 
2 www.peacekeeping.un.org/en/where-we-operate 
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Topic A: Reformation of Veto Power 
Overview 
 
There has been an ongoing discussion on veto power reform and UNSC reform since the 
inception of the UNSC. There are three main points of reformation the UNSC should 
consider: the P5’s veto power, regional representation, and the addition of both permanent 
and non-permanent member states.  
 
The P5’s veto power has been criticized throughout history; however, no action has been 
taken for a multitude of reasons. The most common criticisms of veto power are that it's 
overpowered, inefficient, and lessens the legitimacy of the Security Council. The fact that a 
single "no" vote can strike down a resolution can be viewed as overpowered to some. 
Regarding inefficiency, veto power requires the P5 to agree –something that rarely happens. 
These disagreements between P5 nations contribute to resolutions being vetoed and attributed 
to the perceived general inefficiency of the UNSC. One of the reasons why countries respect 
the UN is because of its legitimacy. However, when one hands an overpowered bargaining 
chip to five of the most powerful nations in the world in the most powerful organ of the UN, 
the legitimacy of the UNSC becomes questioned. 
 
Regional representation is also an important controversy. Many countries argue that the 
permanent members do not represent the whole world, which is true –there are currently no 
Latin American or African states among the permanent members. To put this fact into 
context, it should be noted that the ten non-permanent members of the UNSC consist of three 
African states, two Asia-Pacific states, two Latin American and the Caribbean states, and three 
Western European and Other states. This means that all of Latin America and the Caribbean 
must fight for two non-permanent spots. Similarly, African states must fight for their three 
non-permanent spots. To put into context, the population of Asia-Pacific nations is 4.5 
billion,3 Latin American and Caribbean nations is 650 million,4 Western European nations is 
195 million,5 and African nations is 1.3 billion.6 This only shows the gross misrepresentation 
of citizens.  
 
There are mixed feelings regarding the addition of permanent member states within the P5 
nations. The nations that are opposed claim that the addition of permanent members will 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
3 www.globalpolicy.org/security-council/42656-the-hidden-veto.html 
4 www.worldometers.info/world-population/latin-america-and-the-caribbean-population/ 
5 www.worldometers.info/world-population/western-europe-population/ 
6 www.worldometers.info/world-population/africa-population/ 
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simply create an even more inefficient Security Council.7 There hasn’t been as much debate on 
the addition of non-permanent members compared to the addition of permanent members 
however; countries such as India have been strong proponents of UNSC expansion in the 
form of non-permanent members.  
 
The UNSC must come up with a practical reform that will please both the P5 nations as well 
as the international community.  
 

Timeline 
 
Jan 10 1920 – The League of Nations (LoN) is created. The League Council, the "UNSC of the 
LoN" requires unanimity to pass resolutions; therefore, a pseudo-veto power is available to all 
countries of the council.  
 
October 24 1945 – The United Nations along with the UNSC is established –this is also the 
birth of veto power. 
 
August 1945 – Australia’s motion to limit the power of veto is defeated.8  
 
1946 – The LoN is disbanded.  
 
February 19 1946 – The first use of veto power of the UNSC by the USSR on the topic of: 
“Letter from the Heads of the Lebanese and Syrian delegations to the Secretary-General dated 
4 February 1946.”9 

 
1965 – Article 23 of the UN Charter was amended to increase the number of member states in 
the Security Council from 11 to 15.  
 
1965 – Article 27 of the UN Charter was amended to increase the number of votes needed to 
pass a resolution in the Security Council from seven to nine to accommodate the increased 
number of member states.  
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
7 www.globalpolicy.org/security-council/security-council-reform/transparency-including-working-methods-and-
decisionmaking-process/41138.html?itemid=914 
8 http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/69087759 
9 http://research.un.org/en/docs/sc/quick/veto 
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1990s – India, Germany, Japan, and Brazil (the Group of 4) submits a bid to secure itself a 
permanent seat in the UNSC. 
 
2010 – Many countries, including France and the USA, support the idea of giving the G4 a 
permanent seat in the UNSC.  
 
April 12 2017 – The most recent use of veto power, as of July 2017: Russia vetoed a resolution 
regarding the Middle East.10 
 

Historical Analysis 
 
The idea of veto power started during the League of Nations where resolutions were required 
to pass with full consensus from all member states. There is some information that can be 
gathered from the League of Nations’ failure: superpower countries wanted to have more 
power than developing countries. This power struggle is one of the reasons why countries 
such as the USA, USSR, Germany, and Japan left the League of Nations at the onset of the 
Second World War.11 To prevent the superpowers from simply leaving the negotiation table, 
the UN decided to grant the superpowers that arose after WWII veto power. One could claim 
that veto power is what keeps the P5 nations in the UN.  
 
Veto power was used quite extensively by the five permanent members in the first 40 years of 
the UN compared to present day. Between 1946 and 1989, veto power was used a total of 199 
times.12 Of course, this made council meetings very ineffective as many resolutions would 
simply fail. However, starting from the 1990s to around 2004, the P5’s use of veto power 
declined to only 17 instances –only about one use per year.13 This may seem like a welcoming 
fact; however, it is quite the opposite because veto power doesn't need to be used to affect the 
committee. Starting from the Cold War period, the US and the USSR would often publically 
brandish their veto power during meetings to advance their national interests.14 Today, we see 
this “hidden veto” for two main things: controlling the agenda and blocking action.  
 
Normally, the Council is not inclined to discuss a topic that a P5 member considers as not 
part of their sphere of interest. This list of topics includes, but is not limited to the situations 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
10 http://research.un.org/en/docs/sc/quick/veto 
11 http://theconversation.com/dont-be-too-quick-to-condemn-the-un-security-council-power-of-veto-29980 
12 www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/102/40069.html 
13 www.globalpolicy.org/security-council/42656-the-hidden-veto.html 
14 Ibid.  
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in Sudan and Uganda.15 Of course, veto power would not affect procedural matters such as 
setting the agenda; however, the concept of having a resolution produced, after hours of 
negotiations, be vetoed without question is enough to deter the Council from touching certain 
topics.  
 
The Council is a medium for formal cooperation and teamwork, but today, the hidden veto 
has made its way into the P5 nations' arsenal of negotiation tactics. Before a resolution is even 
put to the vote, Council members must please the P5 nations, or face veto power during 
voting procedure. These instances of hidden veto are never formally recorded, as opposed to 
when veto power is used to strike down a resolution. Thus, the public does not know when a 
P5 nation has used their hidden veto. Stories of the usage of the hidden veto take a very long 
time to surface, if it does at all. Even if uses of the hidden veto somehow make it to the public, 
people believe that the hidden veto is not important enough and does not need to be fixed.16  
 
The hidden veto has blocked action on resolutions many times in the past. For example, 
during the Rwandan Genocide, the hidden vetoes from France and the US led to the inaction 
of the UNSC.17 Not only did the move block a lot of actions that could have been done to 
lessen the circumstances, but the hidden vetoes also weakened the definition of the crime 
happening in Rwanda. This hidden veto affected the resolution so much that the word 
“genocide” wasn’t even allowed to be put onto a resolution.18  
 
The issue of veto power reformation has been brought up many times by critics, specifically 
when veto power is used controversially. One controversial use of veto power came from 
Russia, when a draft resolution surfaced calling for countries to not recognize a referendum in 
Crimea. The resolution was blocked with 13 countries for, one country against, and one 
country abstained. After the voting, diplomats expressed their disappointment at Russia’s use 
of veto power.19 
 
Controversy about regional representation is what sparked the amendment to Article 23 of 
the UN Charter in 1965. The international community was enraged when only 11 member 
states were represented in the most powerful organ of the UN. Furthermore, the international 
community knew that six non-permanent member states would not be able to represent 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
15 www.globalpolicy.org/security-council/42656-the-hidden-veto.html 
16 Ibid.  
17 Ibid.  
18 Ibid.  
19 www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47362#.Wann83d95Aa 
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regions across the world well; thus, the amendment was made. Today, countries are still 
harping about under representation in the non-permanent members of the UNSC. 
 
Veto Power Case Study: 2013 China and Russia Veto on Sanctioning Syria 
In 2013, Russia and China vetoed a resolution that concerned the imposition of sanctions on 
Syria for using chemical weapons against their own citizens.20 The vetoes were met with 
international uproar. The USA ambassador said: “It is a sad day on the security council when 
members start making excuses for other member states killing their own people. The world is 
definitely a more dangerous place.”21 There was also backlash from non-governmental 
organizations such as Amnesty International. In response to the backlash, Russian President 
Putin stated that the sanctions described in the resolution would be “totally inappropriate” as 
it would ruin the confidence in future and current peace talks.22 It is important to note the 
links between the Syrian government and Moscow. In fact, Russia claims to have contributed 
a lot of military support in the fight against IS.23 On the other hand, China claimed that the 
investigations into the usage of chemical weapons in Syria were not finalized yet. 
Furthermore, they stated that they wanted to abide by their non-intervention stance as seen in 
the past.24 However, analysts say that China is concerned that a portion of its Muslim 
population in western Xinjiang has joined the fight in Syria.25  
 
We can see that the uses of veto power by both Russia and China have underlying reasoning 
to it. In fact, both Russia and China have used their veto power to strike down a number of 
other resolutions regarding the situation in Syria in 2013. This shows the P5’s willingness to 
complete their agenda.   
 

Current Situation 
 
As of July 2017, veto power has been used a total of 242 times. Compared to the late 1900s or 
the early 2000s, veto power has seen a decline in usage. P5 members have become more 
hesitant to use their veto; when they do use it, it's normally on issues that are integral to a P5 
member’s national agenda. This hesitation often comes from the worry about the 
consequences –the backlash –from the international community. For example, Russia 
struggled to decide whether or not to use their veto power to block a resolution concerning 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
20 www.theguardian.com/world/2017/mar/01/russia-and-china-veto-un-resolution-to-impose-sanctions-on-syria 
21 Ibid.  
22 www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-39116854 
23 Ibid.  
24 Ibid.  
25 Ibid.  
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the legitimacy of a Crimean referendum.26 Another reason why veto power has seen a decline 
in usage is the rise of the hidden veto.27 As stated in the ‘Historical Analysis’ section, the 
hidden veto is an effective ploy used by P5 members to either control the agenda or to block 
action. The good thing about the hidden veto is that it isn’t officially recorded, so it doesn’t 
make headlines for the public to see. Thus, there would be fewer backlashes for P5 countries 
in comparison to using their veto power. 
 
Veto power is an exclusive power that only the P5 have and one of the factors why the P5 
countries are so invested in the UN. One of the reasons the League of Nations (LON) failed is 
because superpower countries had the same amount of power as the rest of the countries in 
the League. Veto power can be seen as an incentive for the P5 to stay invested in the UN and 
to exercise diplomacy within the UN.  
 
Many countries in the UN are calling for a reform of the UNSC regarding permanent 
members. The Group of 4 (G4) - Japan, India, Brazil, and Germany –believe that they should 
all get a permanent seat in the UNSC. These four countries are all developing at exponential 
rates, which is why they’re all in contention for a permanent seat. In addition to the G4, many 
countries have stated that they would like to see an Arab or African country permanently on 
the council as well. The main reason why these countries wish to see an expansion of the 
Council is that of the under representation of member states from different continents and 
regional blocs.  
 
There are also a good number of UN member states who oppose any expansion of the UNSC 
such as the United States and Russia who claimed that the council would become overly 
inefficient with more voices. One of the biggest reasons why there is the opposition to UNSC 
expansion is because of the inefficiency that will entail. The UNSC is already quite inefficient; 
this is largely attributed to the P5’s hidden veto and veto powers. Further regional 
representation and involvement of permanent members will produce more conflict within the 
council negotiations and, hence, slow down the rate at which the UNSC creates and passes 
resolutions. Another reason why some UN member states oppose the expansion of the UNSC 
is the competition that will come with more members of the Council. Some countries are 
afraid that their regional neighbors will gain more power in the international community and 
become a bigger player in the international market.28 For example, China is heavily against 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
26 www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47362#.Wann83d95Aa 
27 www.globalpolicy.org/security-council/42656-the-hidden-veto.html 
28 www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2015/sep/23/un-security-council-failing-70-years 
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their neighbour, Japan from obtaining a permanent seat and veto power. China wants to keep 
their overwhelming regional power.  
 

Possible Solutions 
 
For simplicity's sake, the possible solutions section will be discussing solutions for veto power 
and solutions for regional representation separately. These two issues, albeit similar regarding 
what it is affecting, is hard to discuss when together. Furthermore, it should be noted that 
simply not changing either veto power or regional representation is a legitimate solution as 
well; the Council has been running this way for more than 50 years. 
 
Veto Power 
The simplest solution to veto power would be to remove it; however, delegates must 
remember that removing veto power will have consequences. These consequences included, 
but are not limited to, less cooperation from the P5 nations and P5 nations withdrawing their 
membership from the UN. There are also other ways of dealing with veto power that may not 
be as radical as simply removing it, such as reducing its power. This reduction of power can 
take many forms such as an amendment to veto power so that, for a resolution to fail, there 
must be two users of veto instead of one.  
 
The possibilities of reform for veto power are simply endless. The most important detail that 
delegates, representing non-permanent members, must take into consideration when thinking 
of solutions is how the P5 will react to said solutions. If a solution is too radical, P5 nations 
may choose to cooperate less and abuse their power as a world leader. These delegates must 
find a happy medium between reducing veto power’s power as well as pleasing the P5.  
 
For example, adding permanent member seats will even out the playing field for some of the 
rapidly economically developing countries such as Germany, Brazil, among others. With the 
permanent seat comes veto power as well. This solution is a double-edged sword. On the one 
hand, there is more representation and power given to countries that deserve it. On the other 
hand, there are more countries with the power of veto which may make the UNSC even more 
inefficient.  
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Regional Representation 
The majority of UN member states support the expansion of the UNSC regarding both 
permanent and non-permanent members.29 Similarly to the issue of veto power, regional 
representation reform also has an array of solutions. However, this issue becomes complicated 
when discussing the addition of permanent and non-permanent members. The question that 
delegates must answer is: how many non-permanent seats should be added and whether or 
not there are countries deserving of a permanent seat? 
 
Currently, the frontrunners for a permanent seat in the UNSC are the Group of 4 (G4) 
consisting of India, Japan, Germany, and Brazil; these countries are in favour of each other's 
bid for a permanent seat in the Council. Ever since their bid, the G4 countries have been open 
to non-traditional ideas as well as willing to not use their veto power as a permanent 
member.30 The G4 countries are frontrunners for a permanent seat because of the exponential 
rate at which they are developing. Furthermore, these countries can be viewed as future world 
superpowers similarly to the current P5. Adding the G4 countries into the Council as 
permanent members may seem like a good idea; however, it may be the exact opposite. Some 
P5 countries don’t want their regional neighbours –or competitors –to have the same power 
in the Council as themselves.31  
 
One of the problems with the current permanent members is that the whole of Africa is not 
represented. This issue isn’t solved by adding any of the G4 countries either. Thus, delegates 
must find a way to ensure proper permanent member state representation while making sure 
that not just any country has access to veto power.  
 
Regarding non-permanent members, there must be an acceptable amount of regional 
representation. Currently, the UNSC non-permanent seats consist of three African states, two 
Asia-Pacific states, two Latin America and the Caribbean states, and three Western European 
and Other states. These numbers are simply not enough to represent a region properly. For 
example, there are 54 African states recognized by the UN as well as the African Union 
(AU),32 yet only three are represented in the UNSC for a two-year period. This means that 
only 5.5% of African states are represented in the UNSC at one time, if not less. This 
percentage is simply unacceptable, and when delegates come up with solutions, they must find 
a balance between enough regional representation and sufficient efficiency in the UNSC. The 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
29 www.firstpost.com/world/unsc-permanent-seat-india-and-other-g4-countries-ready-to-forgo-veto-for-now-if-
granted-membership-3323572.html 
30 Ibid.  
31 www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2015/sep/23/un-security-council-failing-70-years 
32 www.africacheck.org/reports/how-many-countries-in-africa-how-hard-can-the-question-be/ 
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more countries there are in the UNSC, the more negotiations and debate will ensue; this 
addition will lead to inefficiency, something the UNSC is already criticized on. 
 
One thing that must also be addressed with the addition of seats in the Council is a number of 
votes required to pass a resolution. According to Article 23 of the UN Charter, a resolution 
requires nine affirmative votes to pass33 (does not include the use of veto power from any P5 
nation); this turns out to be 60%. If more members are added, will a number of affirmative 
votes to pass a resolution stay at 60% or will it become more lenient or strict?   
 

Bloc Positions 
 
United States of America 
The USA did not use its veto power until 1970. However, after 1970, the USA has been 
extremely liberal with its veto power usage when blocking resolutions on the topic of the 
Middle East. In 2012, the USA used their veto power 79 times.34 With a number of resolutions 
being written in the UNSC on the topic of the Middle East, the USA wants to keep their 
coveted veto power. 
 
The USA shares similar views with Russia when talking about the expansion of the UNSC.35 
The US is afraid that the UNSC’s efficiency will decrease once there are more voices and 
stances in the Council. In fact, in 2005, the Bush administration openly stated their opposition 
to the expansion of the UNSC.36 Furthermore, the US wishes to maintain the imbalance of 
power for non-permanent countries who have to debate for a seat on the Council. The USA’s 
stance on UNSC expansion has not changed since.  
 
France 
France has used veto power 16 times, the second least of P5 nations. As of July 2017, the last 
time France used its veto power was in 1989.37 What’s interesting is that France has only used 
its veto power to block a resolution, by itself, twice. The other 14 times France used its veto 
power was in conjunction with another country.38 Although France isn't a huge user of veto 
power, they are quite against any resolution that takes away or reduces the power of veto 
power. With that being said, in 2013, François Hollande stated that France is willing to 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
33 www.legal.un.org/repertory/art27.shtml 
34 www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2012/02/201225152330761377.html 
35 www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2015/sep/23/un-security-council-failing-70-years 
36 www.heritage.org/report/un-security-council-expansion-not-the-us-interest 
37 http://research.un.org/en/docs/sc/quick/veto 
38 www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2012/02/201225152330761377.html 
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voluntarily and collectively pledge not to use their veto power in times of mass atrocities; the 
main reason for this would be to avoid paralysis during these times.39 
 
France is heavily in favour of the expansion of the UNSC because of the copious amount of 
crises that have developed in the world; therefore, more representation is needed in the UNSC 
to combat these crises. France has supported giving Germany, Brazil, India, Japan, as well as 
an Arab country, a permanent seat.40 What’s interesting to note is the lack of African 
representation in France’s ‘ideal’ expansion. 
 
Russian Federation 
Russia has exercised their veto power more times than any other P5 member. From the UN’s 
inception until 2012, Russia has used their veto power a total of 127 times. In fact, 93 of these 
vetoes were used to block entire resolutions instead of paragraphs and clauses. Most of these 
instances –119 vetoes –were used when Russia was USSR.41 Still, Russia is one of the biggest 
users of both the hidden veto as well as veto power. There are many resolutions and topics 
that Russia believes is non-negotiable which is why they have used their veto power so much. 
With this being said, Russia is absolutely against removing veto power.  
 
Regarding the expansion of the UNSC, Russia has warned that a bigger council would be less 
effective and efficient. Although Russia hasn't explicitly stated their opposition towards 
expanding the UNSC, they are quite tepid towards the issue.42 
 
People’s Republic of China 
As of July 2017, China (both PRC and RoC) has only used veto power 11 times. In fact, 8 out 
of 11 of these veto power uses were in conjunction with the Russian Federation. The last time 
China used veto power was with the Russian Federation in February 2017 on the topic of the 
Middle East.43 Even though China has used veto power the least amount of times within the 
P5, the resolutions they do veto are extremely important towards their national agenda. 
Because of this, China is quite opposed to giving up their veto power.  
 
China is absolutely against the expansion of the UNSC.44 In 2015, President Xi Jinping called 
for the international community to defend the principles of the UN Charter and to reaffirm 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
39 https://onu.delegfrance.org/France-and-UN-Reform 
40 Ibid.  
41 www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2012/02/201225152330761377.html 
42 www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2015/sep/23/un-security-council-failing-70-years 
43 http://research.un.org/en/docs/sc/quick/veto 
44 www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2015/sep/23/un-security-council-failing-70-years 
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the role of authority in the UN.45 Some may believe that the reason China does not wish to 
expand because they do not want their regional neighbour, Japan, to receive a permanent seat 
on the Security Council.46  
 
United Kingdom (UK) 
From the UN’s inception until 2012, the UK has used its veto power a total of 31 times.47 
These vetoes are often in conjunction with the USA and France. The UK isn't a big user of 
veto power. However, they would still like to reap the benefits of the hidden veto so that they 
have more power in the UNSC.  
 
The UK is a big advocator for the expansion of the UNSC regarding both non-permanent and 
permanent members.48 In 2015, the UK’s UN ambassador Lyall Grant reaffirmed his 
commitment to the expansion of the UNSC. In particular, he stated his wish to grant 
permanent membership to the G4 countries along with an African state.49   
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1.)!How will a veto power-less UNSC behave differently? 
2.)!What is the most effective way of lessening the power of veto power? 
3.)!What are the pros and cons of adding members? Do the pros outweigh the cons 
4.)!How do we determine whether a country deserves a permanent seat? 
5.)! Is competition a big factor to your country’s opinions of which country deserves veto 

power? 
6.)!Has your country ever been affected by veto power (or hidden veto) before?  
7.)!Would your country be interested to submit a bid for a permanent membership in the 

UNSC? 
  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
45 http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/chinese-president-xi-jinping-avoids-g4-demand-for-unsc-
expansion/articleshow/49125556.cms 
46 www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2015/sep/23/un-security-council-failing-70-years 
47 www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2012/02/201225152330761377.html 
48 www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2015/sep/23/un-security-council-failing-70-years 
49www.una.org.uk/news/uk-reaffirms-commitment-un-security-council-reform 
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