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Letter from the Director  
 
Dear Delegates,  
 
My name is Brandon Zhou and it is my distinct pleasure to be directing the United Nations 
Environmental Programme (UNEP) at CAHSMUN 2017. I am currently in Grade 11 at St. 
George’s School and have been involved in MUN for several years. Model United Nations has 
shaped my perspective of the world, allowing for critical analysis of international issues and 
current events. Outside of MUN I am involved in volunteering, debate, and music.  
 
This year, UNEP is a Summit committee, providing delegates with the unique experience of 
working and collaborating with like-minded individuals in other committees. My goal is to 
make this committee not only relevant to the events that take place in the world today, but 
also to deliver a committee that inspires stimulating debate.  
 
The two topics I have chosen this year present delegates with a dimensional outlook on our 
treatment of the environment, with a particular focus on India: resource and economy 
diversification through green alternatives, and the risk mitigation of climate change refugees. 
These two topics adequately sum up our interaction with the environment and its enormous 
impact on countries worldwide regardless of geography.  
 
I hope you enjoy your journey through these topics and are well equipped for the upcoming 
conference. I am excited to see you all in March and look forward to getting to know all the 
delegates, whether it will be your first or fifth conference. If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact me, or speak with any of the Dais.  
 
Welcome to the UNEP at CAHSMUN 2017!  
 
Sincerely,  
Brandon Zhou  
UNEP Director – CAHSMUN 2017 
 
  



CAHSMUN 2017 UNEP Backgrounder  2 

Committee Description  
 
The United Nations Environment Programme, first established in 1972 to link together the 
physical environment and society, the United Nations, local governments, and the private 
sector by acting as a voice for the environment. Part of the Programme’s mandate is to 
coordinate the development of environmental policy consensus by keeping the environment 
under review and bringing emerging issues to the attention of governments and the 
international community. 
 
The Programme is a catalyst and an advocate that promotes sustainable development and 
management of the environment. It provides the necessary leadership and fosters a sense of 
partnership by inspiring and enabling nations to improve their quality of life and the 
environment without compromising that of future generations.  
 
UNEP’s current responsibilities encompass addressing environmental issues at both a global 
and regional level through assessing environmental conditions and trends promoting 
environmental awareness and action to both developing and major environmental threats. In 
the long term, the Programme works to facilitate liaison and participation between all member 
countries through the development of regional initiatives for environmental sustainability. The 
three main goals of UNEP are to build a sustainable future, protect the environment, and 
safeguard human health.  
 
In the past, UNEP has taken a mainly advisory role in dealing with environmental crises 
through assisting local governments and other UN bodies, and by developing guidance in the 
form of international law. The constant revision and renewal of the Montevideo Programme 
has helped strengthen and enhance the effectiveness of environmental law addressing a variety 
of areas, from production and consumption patterns to environmental emergencies and 
natural disasters. Currently, UNEP is involved in combatting the effects of natural climate 
disasters and educating countries on the establishment of a green economy.  
 
Despite the world’s constant circulation of political and moral conflicts, the environmental 
situation is always at the forefront of the discussion, whether it be about climate change or 
resource use. As is the situation in almost all countries globally, a rapidly growing population 
existed, while there is also a limited supply of non-renewable resources, creating a dilemma for 
many growing countries. When these problems need to be solved, UNEP is the principal 
organ that must deal with and attempt to formulate a solution that benefits all stakeholders 
and the future of the Earth.  
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Topic B: Mitigating the Risk of Climate Change Refugees 
Overview 
 
The threat of climate change has become increasingly pressing, even beyond the basic 
concerns of pollution, wildlife, and ecosystem management. While these effects of climate 
change have a smaller impact on humans, the risk of climate change refugees across the world, 
but especially in India, proves to be another consequence of global warming. Although clear 
efforts both from individual countries and global initiatives have been made to prevent the 
progression of climate change, the global temperature, sea level, and other metrics continue to 
affect humans in rural and urban areas. In some cases, this has already led to the existence of 
refugees and displaced peoples who have been removed from their native lands due to 
inhabitability.  
 
Efforts must be made to not only stop the intensification of climate change, but also to protect 
communities at risk and deal with displaced peoples. Citizens who are able to live and work 
safely in their communities, without the destruction caused by climate change, will be able to 
boost productivity in countries worldwide and continue economic growth. The looming 
threat of climate change refugees will force decision-makers to consider the long term 
implications of the issue and the results of action in the long run. Care must be taken to 
address the short term detriments to at-risk communities, while at the same time presenting 
solutions to mitigate upcoming risks.  
 
As the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), we are the main advisory body in 
the United Nations in the field of climate change, giving us the ability to influence the actions 
of other countries in regards to issues that pertain to the environment. With a successful and 
comprehensive solution to the problem, we will be able to take our first steps to sustaining the 
livelihood of individuals. Underlying in this problem is the importance of taking a strong 
stance on climate change and the many factors that affect human geography.  

 
Timeline  
 
1824 – French physicist Joseph Fourier first designates the “greenhouse effect” as part of 
Earth’s natural cycle of heat.  
 
1927 – Carbon emissions from industrial use of fossil fuels reach one billion tonnes per year.  
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1951 – United Nations adopts the Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees after a 
meeting in Geneva. 1 
 
1960 – World population reaches three billion people.  
 
1967 – Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees is codified, further defining a refugee.2 
 
1972 – The first United Nations environment conference is hosted in Stockholm. Sweden fails 
to focus on climate change, choosing to discuss wildlife and chemical pollution issues. UNEP 
is formed.  
 
1984 – The Organization of American States (OAS) extends the definition of a refugee to 
those affected by natural disasters in the Cartagena Declaration on Refugees.  
 
1987 – The Montreal Protocol was agreed on by participating nations, with the goal of 
restricting ozone-damaging chemicals from being released. This had an impact on the release 
of greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
1988 – The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) was formed to analyze and 
assess the risks and causes of climate change. 3 
 
1990 – The IPCC produces its first Assessment Report, realizing that global temperatures 
have risen by 0.3-0.6°C in the last century, with a continued rising trend in temperatures.  
 
1992 – The Rio de Janeiro Earth Summit had countries agree to the United Framework 
Convention on Climate Change to stabilize the greenhouse gas concentrations and emissions 
to 1990 levels.  
 
2008 – The Keeling project in Mauna Loa showed that CO2 concentrations have risen 65 
parts per mission in 2008 alone.  
 
2013 – The IPCC’s Fifth Assessment shows that 95% of scientists believe humans to be the 
main cause of global warming in the past half century.   
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1 https://fusiondotnet.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/climate-refugees-1.pdf 
2 Ibid.  
3 https://www.ipcc.ch/ipccreports/far/wg_I/ipcc_far_wg_I_full_report.pdf 
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Historical Analysis  
 
History of Climate Change  
While the notion of climate change goes back as far as the 18th century, one of the first 
scientists to bring forth this issue was Jean Pierre Perraudin. In spite of this, it was only in the 
1980s when the changes and developments of global warming could be observed on Earth’s 
surface. As a result, this led to the IPCC being formed by the United Nations in 1988 in order 
to coordinate assessments of climate change and the treatment of the issue globally. The main 
role of the IPCC is to produce reports that outline the developments and solutions for climate 
change. This increased awareness both from the perspective of governments and private 
citizens has led to attempts to mitigate the continuous consequences presented by climate 
change. While at first, the effects of climate change were not noticeable by the general 
population, a plethora of contributors has created a situation where further global warming 
has become inevitable. Due to increased industrialization, not only the intensity, but also the 
rate of greenhouse gases released into the atmosphere has augmented.  
 
In 1979, the US National Academy of Sciences created a report for President Jimmy Carter 
warning the government about the dangers and climate disruption caused by increased usage 
of greenhouse gases and fossil fuels. Through the 1980s, Canada, similar to many other 
countries, focused almost solely on environmental threats that seemed more pertinent such as 
water pollution and visible air pollution. However, through this decade, attention shifted to a 
more global standpoint looking at the harms of climate change from a contrasting perspective. 
One of the first visible threats to sustainability around the world was acid rain. With the 
ability to acidify ecosystems and render water sources inefficient, acid rain became a 
mainstream issue in North America and parts of Northern Europe. After this threat was 
recognized by the Canadian government, specifically environment minister John Fraser, 
groups such as the Canadian Coalition on Acid Rain (CCAR) pushed for measures to 
counteract not only the acid rain, but extending to the overarching theme and issue of climate 
change.  
 
International Action toward Climate Change  
The Vienna Convention, one of the first multilateral treaties calling for global cooperation 
and action toward a worldwide issue, was created in part by UNEP and the United States to 
advance in global action on ozone release and other factors related to climate change. 
Developed by the Norwegian opposition leader, Gro Harlem Brundtland, the Brundtland 
Commission received support from Canada. This Commission focused largely on the threats 
of climate change, noting it to be a critical issue in the survival of society and calling for a UN 
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summit to mitigate these threats. In 1990, the United Nations General Assembly voted to 
accept recommendations presented by the Brundtland Commission, and decided to hold a 
summit in June 1992. A consensus was reached by the General Assembly for a legally binding 
treaty to be signed at the June 1992 Earth Summit. After the Rio Earth Summit, the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was established and 
although it was a treaty, it lacked to be legally binding.4 Rather, it provided a basis for future 
international treaties to be built on, such as the Kyoto Protocols. Even with the COP15 in 
Copenhagen in 2009, there is yet to be strong global action on climate change.  
 
Regulations Toward Refugees  
In terms of refugees, governments have seen the challenges of assisting displaced persons. The 
United Nations met in Geneva in 1951 to create the Convention Relating to the Status of 
Refugees, a set of regulations for the protection of refugees. Definitions of refugees, both by 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the 1984 Cartagena Declaration on Refugees, 
recognize the status of refugees as people who have fled due to natural disasters, although this 
is not covered under the international Convention.5 The Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has shifted to the term ‘environmentally displaced 
persons’ in place of refugees. One of the first instances of concern for climate change-related 
displacement was in the UNHCR, where António Gutteres stated that their legal mandate 
precludes formal involvement in environmentally displaced people.6  
 
The rising sea level, partnered with multiple other facets of climate change has culminated 
into a dangerous situation for coastal communities in particular. This crux of this issue lies 
not just in the protection of communities and mitigation of risks, but also in the way the 
planet is treated through attempts to lessen our negative impacts.  
 

Current Situation  
 
Explanation of Climate Refugees  
The combination of several consequences of climate change has created a unique set of 
circumstances that allow for the existence of climate refugees. For instance, if all the ice in 
Greenland were to melt, the sea level would rise by 6.5 metres, submerging 80% of cities 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
4 http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/climate-forests/un-framework-convention-climate-change-unfccc 
5 https://www.oas.org/dil/1984_Cartagena_Declaration_on_Refugees.pdf 
6 https://fusiondotnet.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/climate-refugees-1.pdf 
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around the world.7 The increasing emissions in the past few decades have led to rising 
temperatures, which in turn have brought bouts of melting artic ice, drought, and a variety of 
other drastic effects of global warming. Those who face extreme weather disasters or 
deteriorating ecological conditions are forced to leave their homes. These individuals 
experience environmentally induced population movements (EIPMs). Looking back, the first 
usage of the term was in the 1985 United Nations report by Essam El-Hinnawi, with the term 
still lacking a clear definition or designation for climate refugees. Here, El-Hinnawi defined 
environmental refugees as “…those people who have been forced to leave their traditional 
habitat, temporarily or permanently, because of a marked environmental disruption that 
jeopardized their existence and/or seriously affected the quality of their life.”8 The 1951 
Geneva Refugee Convention works to protect and help refugees. Excluded, climate refugees 
are not legally covered by this regulation. Despite the lack of classification and unclear 
requirements regarding climate refugees, the International Federation of Red Cross estimates 
there to be 25 to 50 million climate refugees today. A variety of issues in the environment can 
create the conditions that force communities to leave their home, such as land degradation, 
floods, famine, and deforestation.  
 
It is expected that populations in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Small Island States will be 
most affected by climate change, especially with the poorest populations at great risk. With 
100 million people living below the sea level, in Bangladesh, even a one-meter rise in sea level, 
estimated to happen in 2050, would put 30 thousand square kilometres of Bangladesh 
underwater, displacing 15 to 20 million people. A recent report by the IPCC states that by 
2080, 1.1 to 3.2 billion people will experience water scarcity, 200 to 600 million will have food 
shortages, and 2 to 7 million will experience coastal flooding. Infrastructure and energy 
development in projects such as dams have also been a source of the problem. While the 
prospect of resettlement and return back home is unlikely, climate refugees, when possible, 
have tended to stay within their own region through short-distance migration or by moving 
from rural to urban areas.  
 
The Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre in Geneva, Switzerland estimates that 19.3 
million people worldwide were forced out of their homes due to natural disasters in 2015. The 
human displacement caused by global warming brings forth issues such as the protection of 
vulnerable people and the liability for the damages caused by climate change. The Norwegian 
Refugee Council, a humanitarian group based in Norway, has worked on issues related to 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
7 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2945078/U-S-maps-major-cities-look-like-submerged-hundreds-feet-
water.html 
8 https://fusiondotnet.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/climate-refugees-1.pdf 
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refugees worldwide and had previous suggested an international environmental migration 
fund sponsored by industrialized nations.  
 
Cases in India/Southeast Asia/Bangladesh  
The Sunderbans islands in India and Bangladesh has been an area of the world where the 
threats of rising sea level have been especially tangible. The main migrant tribes in the 
Sunderbans, the Santhal, Munda, and Oraon, are agricultural labourers that cultivate small 
farms. The frequent migration from one island to another every five years has created a 
humanitarian crisis, given that these people do not event earn USD$10 per month.9 Beyond 
the fact that there is a lack of rehabilitation and migration programs for those at risk, there is 
also no communication in the community and in the decision making process. The plant 
mainly affected by climate change in the Sunderbans are the mangroves, which not only act as 
a barrier from storm and flooding, but it also is South Asia’s largest carbon sink, a key to 
preventing global warming.10 The 200 islands that make up the Sunderbans, have experienced 
loss of forests, land, and habitat due to increasing sea levels in the past few years with a sea 
level rising more than twice as fast as the global average. In 2013, the Zoological Society of 
London measured the coastline to be retreating at 200 metres a year, while the Geological 
Survey of India notes that at least 210 square kilometres have eroded in the last few decades. 
Another layer to this problem is added with rural Bangladeshis migrating across the border 
into the Sunderbans, while both the Indian and Bangladeshi government refuse to 
acknowledge the situation and recognize these individuals as climate refugees.11 In the end, 
the great number of refugees brought forth by the climate creates enormous challenges that 
neither country is equipped to deal with in terms of limited resources, a lack of 
communication, and the absence of a concrete action plan.  
 
Many scientists believe that the only long-term solution that will adequately deal with climate 
change is to leave the islands. However, this will not be easy task as the population from both 
the Indian and Bangladeshi sides total 13 million people. Moreover, India has no official plan 
to help either relocate current residents of the Sunderbans or protect the region from further 
environmental decline.  
 
The onset of flood and storm damage would soon render parts of India, Pakistan, and 
Bangladesh inhabitable, driving mass migration. Other factors include erosion, saltwater 
intrusion, rising water tables, and wetland loss as a result of climate change. Greenpeace’s 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
9 http://indigenous2015.org/Sahana_BOSE 
10 Ibid.  
11 http://www.fmreview.org/crisis/bose.html 
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‘Blue Alert’ campaign, which identifies India’s most vulnerable cities as Kolkata, Mumbai, 
Chennai, Kochi, and Goa, aims to provide citizens with knowledge about the dangers of 
climate change so they are able to raise concerns with elected representatives in the 
government. This problem is especially concerning as more than one billion people live under 
the sea level and much of this land is used to produce food.  
 
In the Bangladeshi coastal district of Bhola along the Bay of Bengal, farmer Sanjeela Shiekh 
was one of the early victims of climate change when her fields were engulfed and family was 
killed by floods due to increasing sea levels. Along with India, China, Indonesia, and the 
Philippines, Bangladesh remains to be one of the most vulnerable countries to climate change, 
with 30 million Bangladeshis at risk of becoming climate migrants by 2050. Climate refugees 
already exist in some areas of the Asia when Cyclone Phailin in October 2013 caused many 
fishing communities in the coastal India state of Orissa to migrate. The 2013 floods in the 
Himalayas have also forced people to move elsewhere.  
 
The most extreme cases of migration lie with island countries such as the Maldives or smaller 
islands in the Pacific where inhabitants will be forced to leave their homes as their island sinks 
underwater. In Assam, at the foothills of the Himalayas, floods have become so frequent that a 
special administrative post had to be created to deal with natural disasters. The IPCC has 
estimated that a minimum of 207 million people in Latin America, Asia, and Africa will face 
water shortages in a decade, while in Asia, 130 million people will be at risk of hunger by 
2050. By 2100, crop revenues in Africa will decrease by 90%.12  
 
In Other Places Around the World (Alaska, Kiribati)  
Even in the United States, there have been instances of climate refugees in areas prone to the 
changes brought by global warming. The first official climate refugees of the US, the Louisiana 
tribe of Isle de Jean Charles lost 98% of its land due to the sea level rise. As a result, the US 
Department of Housing and Urban Development awarded the tribe with $52 million for 
infrastructure and housing projects. Elsewhere in Alaska, the residents of the village of 
Shishmaref, have begun voting on whether to relocate to another area due to rising waters and 
melting sea ice. The estimated cost of this relocation is $180 million. In the past 35 years, this 
village has lost 2500 to 3000 feet of land to coastal erosion. Within two decades, the entire 
island will erode away completely. However, Shishmaref is not alone in this predicament, with 
the US Government Accountability Office showing that 31 other villages face “imminent 
threats” from flooding and coastal erosion.13  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
12http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/climate-change-refugees-bangladesh/ 
13 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/aug/16/alaska-town-shishmaref-vote-climate-change-relocation 
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For islands in the Pacific, the situation is especially dire in the battle with climate change, as 
665,000 to 1.7 million people will be displaced by 2050 due to rising sea levels. Scientists have 
warned that island nations such as Kiribati, the Maldives, and Tuvalu will be under the sea 
level in the next 50 years. While Kiribati and the Maldives have begun to mitigate the risks 
through purchasing foreign land14 and moving their citizens, Tuvalu has left the decision of 
migration to its citizens. The citizens of Tuvalu have taken advantage of its partnership and 
agreement with New Zealand in immigration and jobs. In the past, the prime minister of 
Tuvalu has called for a UN resolution to create legal framework and protection for climate 
refugees. The treasurer of the Philippines has presented a new plan, which in cooperation with 
the UN and World Bank, will help strengthen disaster preparedness in 20 vulnerable countries 
by 2020.  
 
Furthermore, studies have identified the Middle East and North Africa as other regions that 
will face migration as a result of climate change. Scientists at the Max Planck Institute for 
Chemistry and the Cyprus Institute noted in a study published by Climatic Change that “the 
average temperature in winter will rise by around 2.5 degrees and in summer by around five 
degrees Celsius”.15 This then leads to other environmental issues such as decreased air quality 
and more frequent and intense droughts. This amplification of the weather will decrease 
habitability in affected regions. Alice Thomas, a climate displacement program manager for 
Refugees International, has stated that the current Paris and UN agreements do not provide 
sufficient structure to protect refugees and communities affected by climate change.  

 
UN Involvement  
 
The United Nations, especially UNEP, has taken a largely regulatory approach to climate 
change and the resulting displacement. The 1997 Kyoto Protocol was a mainly economic 
regulation that had countries agree to control annual emissions of greenhouse gases into the 
atmosphere in order to mitigate global warming. Agreed to by 189 countries, the purpose of 
this Protocol was to increase accountability in the rise of greenhouse gas emissions. Signed in 
2009, the Copenhagen Accord was another attempt to decrease the rate of rising temperatures 
in the atmosphere. Most notable was the creation of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, which put a limit on the increase in global temperature by 
two degrees Celsius. However, this Accord was not legally binding for nations, rather taking a 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
14 http://www.ibtimes.com/kiribati-climate-change-relocation-refugee-crisis-sinking-low-lying-island-nations-
2127526 
15 https://weather.com/science/environment/news/climate-refugees-from-middle-east-study 
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different approach than the Kyoto Protocols in recognizing that cooperation is necessary to 
achieve climate targets. Differing from the Kyoto Protocols, this Accord also places an 
emphasis on industrialized countries supporting developing nations16 by providing them with 
funds and knowledge. Furthering off the Kyoto Protocol, in December 2012, negotiations at 
the Doha conference continued with the changes of the past. The main concept behind these 
talks was to develop and renew goals of the past until a new international agreement is 
decided in 2020.   
 
United Nations Climate Change Conference 2015  
On December 12, 2015, countries once again united for the 2015 United Nations Climate 
Change Conference (COP21) where the Paris Agreement was adopted to place restrictions on 
global temperature rise. The implementation of this Agreement is vital to achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals to reduce emissions and build climate resilience. At a plenary 
session, the United Nations General Assembly created Resolution Number A/RES/63/281, 
which focused on the effects of climate change and its possible security implications.17 
 
While much has been done about refugees and other displaced peoples who have been 
affected by civil conflicts and war, the concept of climate change refugees remains largely 
untouched by the United Nations. However, the United Nations has developed a climate 
vulnerability index based on six factors: economic, education, health and nutrition, housing 
and environment, social capital, and social inclusion. This information, although not directly 
contributing to the solution of climate refugees, has the ability to provide humanitarians and 
scientists with knowledge by understanding the relationship between vulnerability and 
migration in the area of climate change.  
 

Possible Solutions  
 
Plausible solutions for this topic rely on a multifaceted approach to the situation with concern 
in both long and short-term mitigation. From a short-term lens, solutions must approach the 
risks brought by climate change, such as rising sea levels and temperatures, in order to prevent 
them from occurring. Methods of decreasing water and air pollution must also be covered in 
order to ensure that communities remain healthy and have a potable source of water. Overall, 
the quality of life must be bettered for communities as a whole so that those who continue to 
live in those areas remain safe. However, with this solution, there must be a balance between 
providing solutions and aid to specific communities and mitigating the problem holistically.  
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
16 http://www.climate-change-guide.com/copenhagen-accord.html 
17 http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/63/281 
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In the long run, a comprehensive solution must look at the possibility of lowering further 
pollution and climate change in the future. However, delegates must also take care to balance 
the wellbeing of the economy with the health of the environment. Such solutions must involve 
not only the international community, but also regional cooperation where all countries can 
work together to form an effective solution. The United Nations must also work to integrate 
the concept of climate change migrants as refugees through the formation of a task force to 
develop a centralized planning and recommendation institution, the main job of which to 
raise the standard of living of affected individuals. A problem often faced by the United 
Nations, support must be garnered from all countries in order to ensure swift action; this is 
especially difficult since climate change refugees may be a largely regional problem in the 
short term. There is also disagreement among countries about the specific ways in which this 
problem should be dealt with.  
 
It is noteworthy that in some areas, the exodus of migrants has already begun and while 
attempts to mitigate the necessity to leave these regions, care must also be taken to address the 
problems communities face when leaving. Those migrants who are forced to leave inhabitable 
areas must be given resources when in urban areas in order to reduce poverty and increase 
employability. Their rights also have to be ensured, which would require cooperation from 
national and international bodies. India, specifically, must offer humanitarian assistance to 
those who are stateless. This brings the question of whether humanitarian assistance should be 
given precedence over actual efforts to curb climate change.  
 
On a smaller scale, the root of the solutions lies in the work of urban planners and farmers. As 
a result, they must be educated and given the tools necessary. With greater skills and more 
efficient use of soil, water, and energy, communities will have better control over the impacts 
of climate change and be better equipped to deal with disasters. For this solution, obstacles 
exist where communication and further education may be difficult in developing countries 
that lack the necessary resources. In addition, while in the long run, the standard of living can 
be greatly improved, the lack of short term mitigation is concerning. Long term solutions 
include the adoption of a strong cohesive plan to deal with these refugees, while in the short 
run, direct actions must be made to maintain and better their quality of living.  
 
In the past, the United Nations has failed to properly address these concerns due to a variety 
of factors. When creating resolutions, there is a lack of incentive for countries to participate in 
the resolution, leading to a lack of interest. Furthermore, countries such as Canada shy away 
from these documents due to the legal responsibilities of a binding resolution. Therefore, a 
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solution must be made where the persuasiveness and freedom of a resolution are balanced. 
After the expiration of the Kyoto Protocols in 2012, there has been no following agreement 
that continues to address the problems of global warming. Earlier this year, the COP21 
produced a regulation that was extremely vague in both target emissions and goals, causing an 
inability to enforce or advise on its completion. As such, a balance must be struck between 
being vague and specific in wording and goals along with the enforceability of resolutions.  
 

Bloc Positions  
 
The overarching theme in the topic of climate refugees lie in our current and future 
prevention of the effects of climate change, specifically with regards to migrants. In the end, 
all countries wish to benefit and mitigate the risk of climate change refugee, but the different 
economies and regulations within each individual country require the need for compromise. 
It is up to the countries to decide the future for not just the climate refugees in their own 
country but for those who will be affected for many generations to come.  
 
Countries with Climate Refugees  
Such nations are highly invested in the topic of climate refugees and are affected greatly by the 
decisions made within the resolution. Countries such as India, Bangladesh, smaller island 
nations, and nations in North Africa are especially prone to the effects of climate change with 
many in these regions already needing to move to different areas. These countries seek to 
reduce the need to migrate  and look towards the international community for support in 
reducing the risks of current migrating communities. They would be in support of any 
resolution that reduces the impact of human activity and restores the environment.  
 
Countries with Economies that Rely on the Climate  
These countries, such as China and Brazil, rely on the environment for their industry. The 
bulk of their economy is reliant on creating greenhouse gases and other emissions. As a result, 
resolutions that reduce emissions will naturally harm the economies of these countries and 
require much planning to mitigate the detriments monetarily. As a result, these countries, 
while in support of climate refugees, would look more at helping current refugees rather than 
preventing climate change in the future. These nations are opposed to the reduction of 
greenhouse gases, but welcome the balancing of economy with environment.  
 
Countries Refusing Environmental Regulations  
This bloc of countries, including Canada, France, and the United States, has to some degree, 
been against the environmental regulations put forth by the United Nations and the UNEP in 
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numerous climate change conferences. They feel that the responsibilities of such regulations 
are unfair to their country and want to see other alternatives to controlling climate change. An 
example of such an alternative is to create non-binding resolutions and ones that are more 
ambiguous in wording. However, with climate refugees, they believe that the best way of 
approaching this situation is not through legal work, but through humanitarian assistance and 
direct action.  
 
Countries Supporting Regulatory Behaviour  
On the other hand, countries such as the United Kingdom, Australia, and Germany favour the 
use of regulatory actions to curb the flow of climate change and see it as the best way to help 
climate refugees. They feel that regulations will be the most efficient method of targeting all 
the aspects of climate change both in the short and long term. They are in support of stricter 
targets and goals, continuing on the same trend of behaviour as in the past with the addition 
of repercussions, such as sanctions, for goals that are not met.  
 

Discussion Questions  
 

1)! What is the current situation involving climate refugees globally and what is the trend 
in the future?  

2)! What actions could have the ability to prevent climate change in the future and create 
better living conditions for those at risk? What can be done in the short term with 
those who are currently in danger?  

3)! How can migrants be supported in their new environment in terms of shelter and 
economic ability and prosperity? How can the legal issues surrounding inter-country 
migration be solved?  

4)! How can a balance be achieved in the enforceability of a resolution? How can a 
regulation balance restriction to economic activity and the environment? What are the 
merits to either sides of this argument?  

5)! How will those affected by climate change be recognized by the United Nations and 
international community? How will resolutions target climate refugees specifically?  

6)! What kind of international cooperation will be necessary to form a plan and support 
structure that benefits climate refugees? Why is this necessary to ensure the long-term 
wellbeing of those affected?  

7)! In the end, how will attempts to lessen the effects global warming and climate change 
migrants help India out of a cycle of poverty? Can these points of action be translated 
to other situations worldwide?  
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