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Letter from the Director  
 
Dear Delegates,  
 
My name is Brandon Zhou and it is my distinct pleasure to be directing the United Nations 
Environmental Programme (UNEP) at CAHSMUN 2017. I am currently in Grade 11 at St. 
George’s School and have been involved in MUN for several years. Model United Nations has 
shaped my perspective of the world, allowing for critical analysis of international issues and 
current events. Outside of MUN I am involved in volunteering, debate, and music.  
 
This year, UNEP is a Summit committee, providing delegates with the unique experience of 
working and collaborating with like-minded individuals in other committees. My goal is to 
make this committee not only relevant to the events that take place in the world today, but 
also to deliver a committee that inspires stimulating debate.  
 
The two topics I have chosen this year present delegates with a dimensional outlook on our 
treatment of the environment, with a particular focus on India: resource and economy 
diversification through green alternatives, and the risk mitigation of climate change refugees. 
These two topics adequately sum up our interaction with the environment and its enormous 
impact on countries worldwide regardless of geography.  
 
I hope you enjoy your journey through these topics and are well equipped for the upcoming 
conference. I am excited to see you all in March and look forward to getting to know all the 
delegates, whether it will be your first or fifth conference. If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact me, or speak with any of the Dais.  
 
Welcome to the UNEP at CAHSMUN 2017!  
 
Sincerely,  
Brandon Zhou  
UNEP Director – CAHSMUN 2017 
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Committee Description  
 
The United Nations Environment Programme, first established in 1972 to link together the 
physical environment and society, the United Nations, local governments, and the private 
sector by acting as a voice for the environment. Part of the Programme’s mandate is to 
coordinate the development of environmental policy consensus by keeping the environment 
under review and bringing emerging issues to the attention of governments and the 
international community. 
 
The Programme is a catalyst and an advocate that promotes sustainable development and 
management of the environment. It provides the necessary leadership and fosters a sense of 
partnership by inspiring and enabling nations to improve their quality of life and the 
environment without compromising that of future generations.  
 
UNEP’s current responsibilities encompass addressing environmental issues at both a global 
and regional level through assessing environmental conditions and trends promoting 
environmental awareness and action to both developing and major environmental threats. In 
the long term, the Programme works to facilitate liaison and participation between all member 
countries through the development of regional initiatives for environmental sustainability. The 
three main goals of UNEP are to build a sustainable future, protect the environment, and 
safeguard human health.  
 
In the past, UNEP has taken a mainly advisory role in dealing with environmental crises 
through assisting local governments and other UN bodies, and by developing guidance in the 
form of international law. The constant revision and renewal of the Montevideo Programme 
has helped strengthen and enhance the effectiveness of environmental law addressing a variety 
of areas, from production and consumption patterns to environmental emergencies and 
natural disasters. Currently, UNEP is involved in combatting the effects of natural climate 
disasters and educating countries on the establishment of a green economy.  
 
Despite the world’s constant circulation of political and moral conflicts, the environmental 
situation is always at the forefront of the discussion, whether it be about climate change or 
resource use. As is the situation in almost all countries globally, a rapidly growing population 
existed, while there is also a limited supply of non-renewable resources, creating a dilemma for 
many growing countries. When these problems need to be solved, UNEP is the principal 
organ that must deal with and attempt to formulate a solution that benefits all stakeholders 
and the future of the Earth.  
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Topic A: Diversifying Economy and Resource Use Through Green Alternatives  
Overview 
 
Worldwide, many countries have been limited in their consumption of resources and 
subsequently, their economic prosperity. This is due to the fact that they lack the 
implementation of renewable resources and green alternatives to substitute current usages. 
This topic will dive into the depths of both current resource use in industry, urban areas, and 
agriculture, and contrast that with the possibility of green alternatives in our resource use. The 
international community’s increasing concern for sustainability, caution toward the use of 
non-renewable resources, and bright outlook toward seeking green alternatives make this 
topic relevant for both developed and developing countries alike. Furthermore, these solutions 
can be translated to where poverty can be prevented and the future economy can be boosted.  
 
In the long run, an economy based on green alternatives will prove to be robust in the face of 
further climate change and the decreasing supply of non-renewable resources. The decisions 
and changes we make today have the power to radically influence a country. By implementing 
green alternatives effectively, we will have the ability to eradicate poverty and support the 
development of countries through an adequate response to climate change. The implications 
of the solutions brought forth by this committee will engage with local communities, entire 
countries, and the private sector, alike. As UNEP, our primary mission is not only to 
proliferate the usage of green alternatives, but also to ensure that they remain a viable option 
for countries and their economies. One of the most vital parts in the battle against climate 
change is to find alternatives and this topic will take the first step toward a diverse and 
environmentally friendly portfolio.  
 
The main goal of this topic is not only to overcome the hurdles of balancing economic output 
and environmental impact, but also to alleviate poverty within India as a result of the decisions 
made. A comprehensive solution would be able to tackle the problems presented by climate 
change in the short term and for many more years to come.  
 

Timeline  
 
1941 – Russell Ohl invents the solar cell and becomes one step closer to the widespread use of 
solar panels for harvesting the sun’s energy.  
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1996 – Grameen Energy was founded in Bangladesh to become one of the world’s fastest 
rural-based companies in the field of renewable energy.1 
 
1998 – Policy on Hydroelectric Power Development was established in India, laying down 
several policy instruments such as full budgetary support for ongoing projects and the 
creation of a power development fund.2  
 
2003-2007 – India experienced high economic growth rates with its largest sectors being 
agriculture and manufacturing.  
 
January 2012 – United Arab Emirates’ Green Growth Strategy was unveiled with the overall 
goal of transforming the national economy into a greener economy.  
 
June 20-22, 2012 – United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) took 
place in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.3 Heads of state, governments, and other delegates looked to 
create a political document designed to shape global environmental policy in conjunction with 
economic growth.  
 
June 22, 2012 – Partnership for Action on Green Economy (PAGE) was created at Rio+20 
bringing together five UN agencies (UNEP, ILO, UNIDO, UNDP, UNITAR) to work closely 
with national governments in order to achieve sustainable development and the 
implementation of green economy policies.4 
 
April 2015 – United Arab Emirates unveils the publication of their first Green Economy 
report looking at the implementation of an inclusive green economy from the perspective of 
different key economic sectors.  
 
September 2015 – International Zero-Emissions Vehicle Alliance is formed taking a step 
toward lessening gas emissions.  
 
December 2015 – United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP 21) negotiated and 
signed the Paris Agreement, a global agreement on the reduction of climate change.5 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1 http://www.greeneconomycoalition.org/glimpses/grameen-shakti-bangladesh 
2 http://powermin.nic.in/hi/content/policy-hydro-power-development 
3 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/rio20.html 
4 http://www.un-page.org 
5 http://www.cop21paris.org 



CAHSMUN 2017 UNEP Backgrounder  5 

2016 – India’s GDP reaches $2.1 trillion with an accelerating growth rate of 7.6%.  

 
Historical Analysis  
 
India’s Economic Growth  
With the seventh largest economy in the world, India’s rise began with the economic 
liberalization of 1991 initiated by finance minister Manmohan Singh. This ignited the 
beginning of India’s massive growth, especially in the fields of agriculture and manufacturing. 
The sacrifice brought by India’s strong and continuously growing economy was an increased 
reliance and usage of resources, some renewable, but mainly non-renewable. Earlier on, much 
of national and political focus had been on the growth and expansion of India’s wealth and 
prosperity, in many cases overlooking the detrimental impacts on the environment in favour 
of efficiency. This was the case in many other countries around the world, such as the United 
Arab Emirates and Brazil, whether it is on a larger or smaller scale. In other countries such as 
Bangladesh, the problem of renewable energy came into the limelight especially at the 
founding of Grameen Energy, which had a large focus on smaller rural villages. This 
organization’s main goal has been to proliferate the use of sustainable energy sources, such as 
solar power, by incorporating them on a smaller, rural scale.  
 
Realization of Climate Change  
In the previous past century, as the realization of climate change has become increasingly 
crystalized, countries have not only been able to take a glimpse at the harms climate change 
brings toward its citizens, but also its effect on the economy. Constant research and 
theorization has brought mainstream society to the conclusion that much of the onset of 
global warming and its associated effects have been created by our overreliance on non-
renewable resources and zealous pursuit of capital through economy, in many cases over the 
environment. The world and many UN organizations such as UNEP met to discuss the 
ramifications and results of climate change on global economies. In the United Kingdom’s 
1989 Economic Report for the President, blueprints for a style of economy that gave rise to 
sustainable development with the overall objectives of the eradication of poverty, reduced 
carbon emissions, and ecosystem degradation was created; the concept of a “green economy” 
was born.6 The different parts of a green economy gave countries the ability not just to create 
an economy based on sustainable resource usage, but also to support itself without the expense 
of environment and ecosystem health.  
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
6 http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/economic_reports/1989.pdf 
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Due to the increasing pressures of climate change and rising temperatures, countries have 
turned much of their focus to the control of emissions, prevention, and possible reversal of 
climate change. Many countries have been enticed to turn toward the possibility of converting 
to a greener economy. In the near past, the culmination of joint UN conferences and summits 
has seen more discussion about the benefits of a green economy and further encouragement 
toward all countries to move in this direction. The establishment of the Partnership for Action 
on Green Economy (PAGE) at Rio+20 has been a prime example of direct United Nations 
action toward the issue. The result of the combination and teamwork of five different 
organizations with the United Nations, PAGE seeks to work with countries to build a future 
less reliant on the environment through the advanacement and development of sustainable 
policy and technology.  
 
As more countries began to take note of climate change and the cause and effect relationship 
between their economy and rising temperatures, they have looked at other options and many 
have modified their economy accordingly. Countries across the globe such as the Netherlands, 
Canada, and the United Arab Emirates have pursued a greener economy based on renewable 
and environmentally friendly alternatives. As the results of these changes are becoming 
apparent now, these countries have become examples of change on the global stage. In a joint 
statement made by several ASEAN countries released after the COP21 in Paris, France 
supported a green economy and environmental conservation, calling for this transformation 
in order to solve a variety of international problems such as water shortages and stagnant 
economies.7 UNEP has continuously provided support and analysis for countries seeking to 
make such changes despite the potentially detrimental economic results.  
 
Some of the outcomes of these conferences and initiatives include the creation and 
implementation of new techniques and processes key to the success of a green economy. 
Specifically, Rio+20 connected countries and co-operations around the world allowing for 
partnerships to be established. In terms of the other programs that have started, they have 
provided countries with the necessary tools to realize a green economy and turn toward 
environmental stewardship without limitinh their economic wellbeing. PAGE has provided 
even stronger support for countries, giving them the ability to draw on the resources and 
knowledge of multiple UN organizations.  
 
 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
7 http://environment.asean.org/download/climate-change/agreement/ASEAN-Joint-Statement-on-Climate-Change-
Adopted.pdf 
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Current Situation  
 
As the economies of the world continue to grow at an ever-increasing pace, steps must be 
taken to avert the inevitable disaster of climate change. The current reality of the problem is 
that there is a stagnation of action taken by countries, with smaller and poorer countries and 
regional organizations taking the lead and calling for action in their initiatives.  
 
State of Development in India  
Specifically, in India, the extreme growth has resulted in increased employment opportunities, 
thereby lowering unemployment and poverty levels. This, however, has exhibited an inverse 
relationship with the health of the environment because of the degradation and scarcity of 
natural resources, this being vital to the success of the economy. Additionally, India has ranked 
consistently low worldwide in the quality of the environment, ranking 155th out of 178 
countries, and nearly last in air quality.8 This creates further resource degradation and hurts 
the agricultural industry that much of India depends on. In the end, this slippery slope of 
resource dependency, especially in agriculture, has caused a downward spiral in environment 
quality and the impoverishment of farmers.  
 
India’s current economic trends show a growth in population, growth in GDP, and decreasing 
levels of unemployment.9 Even with a decreasing annual deforestation rate and an increasing 
number of protected ecosystems, the agriculture industry is increasing its usage of freshwater 
and agricultural land without green technology. The environmental and resource productivity 
has lowered while carbon emissions are steadily increasing in the face of further economic 
growth. Evidence shows that the trade-off for economic growth manifests itself as damage to 
the environment.  
 
The agriculture sector of the economy has taken a key role in the development of India, 
providing a means of living for two-thirds of the employing class.10 This growing reliance on 
food, both in its ability to provide income and for consumption, has the possibility to 
eventually lead to a green revolution. Once there, there will likely be momentum toward 
investments for farmers in the management and usage of the environment. However, this 
process and natural progression should be initiated without hesitation for the sake of the 
environment.  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
8 http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2014/03/06/green-growth-overcoming-india-environment-challenges-
promote-development?cid=SAR_TTWBSAREN_EXT 
9 http://www.tradingeconomics.com/india/unemployment-rate 
10 http://www.ibef.org/industry/agriculture-india.aspx 
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Currently, India has taken a stance that welcomes the green economy and recognizes it as an 
opportunity for sustainable development and poverty eradication. By bringing forward 
constructive ideas and proposals at Rio+20, participating countries looked for their interests 
and concerns to be engaged with on an intergovernmental level.  
 
Action from a Trade and Industry Perspective  
In the area of trade, green resources and alternatives must be taken advantage of in order to 
convert into a green economy. Analysis done by UNEP has consistently shown that almost 
90% of export-oriented Peruvian companies have either an organic or fair-trade certification. 
This example of alleviating poverty in rural communities through differentiated trade has 
proven successful, with its impacts wide-ranging and beneficial for all parts of the country.  
 
The government in Saint Lucia has also taken key steps toward more inclusive and sustainable 
economic opportunities through a greener approach to tourism. The report, Green Economy 
Scoping Study for Saint Lucia, conducts an in-depth analysis and review of a variety of sectors 
of the economy, from agriculture to tourism, and recommends policy reforms to achieve a 
green economy.11 Currently, with 98% of the island’s energy supply coming from the burning 
of natural gas and fossil fuels, increasing both energy efficiency and renewability gives the 
economy more resilience and stability while taking strains off the environment. These reviews 
have made suggestions such as reducing and removing fossil fuel subsidies and giving more 
support toward the development of green alternatives through partnerships and local 
engagements.  
 
Importance of Energy Efficiency  
Beyond the implementation of green energy and economy alternatives, an increase in energy 
efficiency must be achieved. As the world becomes increasingly urbanized, much of the focus 
turns to larger cities and those who are experiencing the new wave of urbanization in Africa 
and Asia.  
 
Currently, cities in China, Brazil, and Germany,  seeking to be more sustainable and resource 
efficient have looked at six themes as outlined by UNEP.12  

a)! Integration – balancing green innovation with the livability of cities 
b)! Governance – involving local communities and civil society groups in the process 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
11 http://web.unep.org/greeneconomy/sites/unep.org.greeneconomy/files/publications/final_ 
green_economy_scoping_study_for_saint_lucia.pdf 
12 http://www.unep.org/urban_environment/PDFs/SustainableResourceEfficientCities.pdf 
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c)! Smart urban design – promoting compact multi-use design  
d)! Finance – using tax incentives and subsidies appropriately  
e)! Technology transfer – transferring technology to developing countries where they can 

benefit  
f)! Innovation – supporting educational and research bodies with future developments of 

urban sustainability  
The final result is a sustainable city that would pair seamlessly with sustainable alternatives 
and result in a robust economy.  
 
Case Study: Karnataka, India  
A case study has also been done in the Bijapur District of Karnataka, India that looks at the 
economic diversification for sustainability in a rural village.13 As is the case of many smaller 
communities and villages across the world, there is an increasingly pressing need to divert to a 
more sustainable economy due to farmers’ high dependency and vulnerability toward 
agriculture as their sole economy. Therefore, through the exploration of the livelihoods and 
context of local farmers, diversification activities could be assessed and discussed with local 
governments and individuals in order to promote both economic productivity and long-term 
sustainability. Such assessments and work done in cooperation with the village have created 
sustainable growth in the form of diversifying economic interests and methods of industry. All 
in all, this has been highly influential towards their continual growth and lessening reliance on 
damaging the environment in exchange for capital.  
 
Experiences of Other Countries  
In the Third International Conference on Financing for Sustainable Development, the topic at 
hand was the path for Asian Pacific countries in the face of massive economic growth. 
Amongst many, the “Sufficiency Economy” in Thailand, “Ecological Civilization” in China, 
“3R” Initiative in Japan, and many other projects in India and the Republic of Korea show 
steps toward sustainable development and green economy.14 In 2014, the clean energy 
investment for developing countries rose by 36% to US$131 billion, much of which was from 
solar projects. In the ASEAN Economic Community and China’s “One Belt One Road” 
initiative are promises to move toward energy efficiency, resource efficiency, and cleaner 
production. As written by Hilda Solis, the US Secretary of Labour, an essential part of a 
country’s success in becoming greener is in the strengthening of employers and industries, 
through local and international partnerships.15  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
13 https://umanitoba.ca/institutes/natural_resources/pdf/theses/Masters%20Thesis%20 Wilson% 202010.pdf 
14 http://www.chaipat.or.th/chaipat_english/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id =4103&Itemid=293 
15 http://www.unep.org/pdf/OP_Feb/EN/OP-2010-02-EN-FULLVERSION.pdf 
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United Nations Involvement  
 
The main involvement from either directly the UNEP or various other UN organizations have 
come from talks and conferences that have influenced the implementation of green economies 
around the world. At Rio+20, the United Nations made several calls for decisive action in 
turning this crisis into an opportunity. UNEP, in conjunction with the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), wrote reports 
emphasizing the challenges of resource constraints as they apply in the Asia-Pacific region. 
The director of the ESCAP Environment and Development Division has spoken about the 
urgency of improving resource efficiency in relation to economic growth.  
 
In the 21st session of the Governing Council, the Montevideo Programme, led by the UNEP 
and established in 1972, has paid special attention to the effectiveness of environmental law. 
They examined its application in areas regarding the management of the environment and its 
connection with the economy.16 Under the Montevideo Programme are several conventions 
that directly affect the status of economies reliant on agriculture, such as those in India, for 
example, the 2001 Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants.  
 
Green Economy Initiative  
On October 22, 2008, UNEP launched the Green Economy Initiative, funded by the European 
Commission, Germany, and Norway. This built upon a previous G8+5 study that looked at the 
economic implications of ecosystem degradation and biodiversity loss, as well as their link to 
poverty. This US$4 million initiative looks to reduce emissions and create sustainable 
agriculture in the process of generating employment through green jobs and policy.  
 
This Green Economy Initiative has been active and integral in helping many countries with 
different projects. In India, the Initiative was able to help communities invest in ecological 
infrastructure by strengthening rural natural resource management. This program financed 
rural works that addressed and mitigated causes of drought, erosion, and deforestation, 
restoring parts of the environment. In terms of water scarcity in relation to agriculture and 
livestock production, water conservation enterprises were put into place with new hand 
pumps and soak pits.  
 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
16 http://www.chaipat.or.th/chaipat_english/index.php?option=com_content&view=article& id=4103&Itemid=293 
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Road to Resource Efficiency  
UNEP’s goal of achieving resource efficiency links to the alleviation of poverty when building 
a green economy. Various projects, such as the Macroeconomic Policy Assessment, 
Assessments of Scarcities, Pressures, and Impacts, and National Policies and Tools, led and 
funded by the Environment Programme, aim at building a stronger, more robust economy 
through network and support.  
 
The first workshop on Alternative National Pathways to Sustainability, hosted from December 
16-18, 2014 by UNEP with ASEAN countries drew on the wisdom of the panelists from 
Bolivia, China, South Africa, and Thailand to create green economy policies.17 This workshop 
looked at the actions taken by other countries internationally and the eventual 
implementation of the sustainable development goals. In the aftermath, countries were able to 
build on previous experiences in order to create comprehensive solutions that would hopefully 
adequately put a green economy into place.  
 

Possible Solutions  
 
On the brink of significant change brought forth from climate change, countries are at a split 
in the prevention of climate change with the choice of either diversifying their economy 
through green alternatives or remaining limited to the few options they have on hand in 
favour of sustained economic growth at the risk of irreversible damage to the environment. 
From a theoretical perspective, stronger guidance and outline from international bodies such 
as UNEP could serve to further direct countries in need of support in implementation and 
decision-making.  One of the best preemptive solutions to the problem is to invest in an 
economy that sustains itself on green alternatives rather than one that takes advantage of the 
environment. 
 
A possible solution would be a strengthening of education for those entering industry sectors 
and those who are currently invested in industries. Despite the inherent roadblocks in 
spreading education to more rural areas and urban areas with extremely high population 
density, this education would be beneficial in diversifying the interests of the people and 
encouraging investment in other industries outside of traditional manufacturing and 
agriculture. This will increase trust in other alternative industries and reduce reliance on a 
single industry for a means of living. The barriers to education, especially in its reach, must be 
overcome in order for this to be a plausible solution.  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
17 http://web.unep.org/greeneconomy/news/unep-workshop-alternative-national-pathways-sustainability-opens-bali 
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Meanwhile, education in existing sectors can provide insight to better serve working 
communities and increased workforce and economic efficiencies. Although this may cause 
more reliance on a single industry, it greatly improves the livelihood of the population through 
a broadened knowledge base. The practicality of this solution falters in the exact logistics of 
the education when some industries require in-depth and vocational training; this is not 
always readily available in developing countries.  
 
Another solution would be in national policy with changes made in the taxation and 
subsidization of certain operations. Harsher emissions taxes could be put into place to support 
changes toward green alternatives. This could be then balanced with subsidies for 
environmentally friendly alternatives, helping inspire trust in non-traditional methods of 
making money. In areas where poverty is rampant, it may be especially difficult for additional 
taxes and levies to be implemented. So, a balance must be struck between the deterrence and 
pushback from current methods with the proliferation of green alternatives.  
 
By strengthening international trade and partnerships among countries, the prospect of a 
green economy can be shared and multilateral support can be gained. In many instances, 
partnerships within regional and international organizations have proved to be successful in 
sharing experiences and wisdom allowing for a more successful segue into a greener economy. 
Locally, cooperation between levels of government and among businesses must be achieved to 
form stronger relationships. The most applicable and efficient way of establishing such 
connections could be through an international or national group focused primarily on either 
international relationships or partnerships on a lower level.  
 

Bloc Positions  
 
Although the general consensus may be against climate change and in support of the changes 
brought by a more diverse, greener economy, there are definitely differences between countries 
in their policy and room for change. The blocs in UNEP are not especially solidified, rather, 
there is room for change and development of national policy in the light of new solutions and 
ideas. However, in all cases, countries are limited by their development and size of economy in 
the decisions that they support and make.  
 
Developing Countries and Economies  
For countries that are developing and on the path to growing into a larger economy, they must  
make decisions wisely as it could drastically affect their potential for growth. While they may 
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seek to avoid the overt reliance on specific industries as seen in some larger countries, they 
also want to continue the trend of growth on the world stage. With more room to make 
decisions, these countries must decide on the path their country will head in the near future 
with the careful balance of the impact on the environment with future development. Having 
said this, they are in support of green economies because they see it as a viable solution for the 
future.  
 
Developed Countries and Economies  
Countries that have already experienced growth have experience and wisdom that may be vital 
for smaller countries. When making choices, these countries have more room for error as they 
are already developed to a certain extent, translating to the willingness and ability to take risks 
and adopt new policy. However, because their roots have already been planted, there is less 
room for change in the national structure and more economic planning and benefit analysis 
must be done in order to accomplish a greener economy. There is a risk that these countries, 
already set economically, may be reluctant to embrace the changes of a green economy, and 
instead, opt for the status quo.  
 
Economies Reliant on Non-Renewable Resources  
Economies, both large and small, that are reliant on non-renewable resources as their main 
source of capital must be aware of the delicate balance countries must strike between 
environment and economy. While the environment is a top priority for all countries and much 
more at risk in these nations, they must take care to identify the impacts of resolutions on 
their main source of capital. When much is at stake economically, the risks associated with the 
changes toward a green economy may outweigh the benefits for these nations. Seeing this 
disjoint between profits and harms, they would support the current situation over a green 
economy unless the risks are reasonably mitigated.  
 
Countries in Poverty  
For countries in poverty, they have a limited room for diversification and less capital on hand 
to create change. They rely largely on the support of other countries and understand the 
importance of the environment. For these countries, the problem must be solved delicately to 
preserve the economic stability of their nation. These countries will have considerable 
influence in dialogue when part of the success of the resolution depends on their ability to 
provide a solution. If not dealt with accordingly, there is a large possibility of economic 
collapse. But due to the basic nature of their economy, they see that a greener economy will 
provide them with increased profit and capital, setting them on the path for growth in the 
future.  
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Discussion Questions  
 

1)! What is the viability of a green economy and its effects in a variety of settings in 
developed and developing countries? What kind of resolution can benefit and work in 
all situations?  

2)! What are the roles different countries must take on the international stage in order for 
a green economy to work successfully? How will their roles join to form a cohesive 
solution?  

3)! What are different facets of the solution that must be implemented alongside and in the 
direction of a green economy for this alternative economy to be successful?  

4)! What role can the international community, United Nations, and non-governmental 
organizations play in the resolution to make it more successful? What types of support 
can be given to countries in need?  

5)! What are different factors of a country’s current economic and environmental situation 
that must be considered as a part of the solution? How will variations in these aspects 
contribute to the solution?  

6)! How can we draw upon the experiences of other countries in their change of toward a 
greener economy when we make our resolution? How can their pitfalls and failures be 
mitigated?  

7)! Practically, how will economic growth be balanced with the health of the environment 
when making a solution? What will need to be done in order to ensure that both pieces 
to the puzzle remain strong and valid?  

8)! Theoretically, what resolutions can be created to fit with UNEP’s mandate and 
successfully outline the merits of a greener economy? How will such a document be 
beneficial in the future for other economic changes?  

9)! How will the resolution target and implement green economies in a large and small 
scale (i.e. villages compared to urbanized cities)? What are the differences in method 
and result?  
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