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Summit Introduction  
 

Culture rests at the cornerstone of civilization, denoting the shared values, beliefs, perspectives, 

and customs of a collective whole. Nations often employ measures to ensure that cultural 

preservation thrives, allowing society to progress upon historical foundations and refer back to 

tradition. A crucial part of culture is religion; the two can intersect to balance the collective 

behaviours and norms of a group. 

 

Upon their creation, the United Nations has identified an unknown terrorist organization as 

threatening the very notion of religion. With Internet-based operations, these terrorists seek to 

eradicate cultural landmarks and sites of religious significance. Their intentions are currently 

unknown; however, the UN acknowledges this as an act of cultural cleansing and deliberate 

attempt to rid the world of cultural influence. The UN currently possesses little knowledge of the 

whereabouts and plans of this organization. Acting on an unprecedented scale, perpetrators 

operate as cyber-terrorists committing physical crimes in various countries. This is done to erase 

history, stripping from countries cultural symbols and places that will no longer exist in coming 

generations. Due to religion’s close ties with cultural symbols, the destruction of these sites 

impacts diverse populations, including countries from every continent. Unfortunately, many may 

lack the resources needed to protect against future attacks and do not currently have measures in 

place to safeguard cultural sites. 

 

Delegates are tasked with responding to this threat effectively and quickly, addressing security 

concerns, affected cultural sites, the importance of global cultural preservation, and solutions to 

bring down this terrorist plot. Consideration of citizen safety and radicalization via terrorism is 

necessary to form holistic solutions. More importantly, delegates should identify how to best 

repair current damages to nations and prevent further attacks from persisting. 

 

Without culture, countries lose a vital and irreplaceable part of their heritage. It is the 

responsibility of the UN to eliminate this terrorist organization and stop their influence from 

spreading before the conflict escalates.  
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Summit Timeline  

 

January 2 2020 – A series of mysterious forums appear across the deep web, advocating for the 

cultural cleansing of the world. Mentions of UNESCO World Heritage sites are recorded. 

 

February 6 2020 – The holy city of Abu Mena is bombed in Alexandria Governorate, Egypt, 

with traces of vandalism and stolen artifacts discovered. This marks the first attack committed by 

the organization. 

 

February 10 2020 – The UN and countries across the world are alerted to the connected threat 

of a terrorist group seeking global cultural cleansing and the eradication of religion. 

 

March 1 2020 – Sightings of stolen artifacts from Abu Mena are identified on the black market, 

where the organization is attempting to sell them and gain profit, most likely to fund future 

criminal schemes. 

 

July 23 2020 – In Chongqing, China, grottos housing the Dazu Rock Carvings are vandalized on 

a large scale. Citizens and local forces were able to subdue the terrorists, who were confirmed as 

members of the organization following an acknowledgement of responsibility for the attack. 

Several items were left behind, with the terrorists fleeing. 

 

August 17 2020 – After months of investigation, servers in United States, China, Poland, Brazil, 

Egypt, and Sri Lanka are identified. It is believed that the organization had insider links to Abu 

Mena, making it possible to bypass security. 

 

August 30 2020 – The UN publicly urges nations to increase security around World Heritage 

sites, with public pressure mounting to put an end to the conflict. 

 

September-October 2020 – The organization continues to take responsibility for various attacks 

around the world, targeting areas of cultural and religious significance. Actions vary in scale, 

including urban and rural sites. Cases of vandalism, theft, bombings, and other criminal acts 

appear with little consistency. This marks a period of small, scattered attacks across cultural 

sites, with the majority deemed repairable. 

 

October 3 2020 – A failed bombing took place at the Church of Ascension, Kolomenskoye,1 a 

site of close proximity to Moscow, Russia. When authorities arrived at the scene, the perpetrator 

had reportedly stabbed two victims and committed suicide. An eyewitness account cited the 

perpetrator communicating via an earpiece. 

                                                 
1 https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/634  

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/634
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October 30 2020 – The server in Poland is located; however, no personnel is found on the site. 

Polish police are currently investigating and collaborating with international law enforcement. 

 

November 15 2020 – The first suspect is captured in Marseilles, France, under the suspicion that 

they possess links to the organization.  

 

November 30 2020 – An unidentified website emerges mysteriously with an announcement 

from the organization stating that the largest, most unprecedented attack will take place on 

January 1st, 2021. 

 

December 17 2020 – After heavily arming security forces, a second suspect is taken into custody 

in China. The suspect alleges that the event will occur at an undisclosed location in Australia. 

 

December 21 2020 – Reports from unnamed sources claim that the organization will target the 

Great Barrier Reef, a site of cultural, ecological, and historical significance according to the 

World Heritage List of UNESCO.2 The reef is especially important to the Indigenous peoples of 

Australia, particularly the Torres Strait Islanders. 

 

December 23 2020 – The UN calls an emergency meeting for the General Assembly. 

 

Initiating Crisis 

 

Historical Analysis 

As delegates navigate the present circumstances, they should take note of the following pre-

existing actions that have occurred prior to the unfolding of these attacks. There is minimal 

information on this organization available. Rapid threat assessments by the Central Intelligence 

Agency and INTERPOL have revealed that the organization has numerous servers from which 

they store their key infrastructure. These servers are located in six different countries: the United 

States of America, Brazil, Poland, China, Egypt, and Sri Lanka. The organization has managed 

to evade flags from major world intelligence services. According to INTERPOL, the only way 

for the intelligence community to have completely missed the organization is if there were inside 

operatives with the necessary security clearance to tamper with the department of terrorist 

investigations. Delegates should also make special note of the fact that, prior to these attacks, 

clues have been left by the perpetrators and identified by intelligence communities. These clues 

include stolen vehicles, weaponry, and evidence of undocumented immigration and human 

trafficking. These pathways can now be tied directly to the attacks and delegates should 

                                                 
2 https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/154  

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/154
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coordinate with police forces in blocking attacks, assisting the population, and exercising 

investigative powers to follow these clues and apprehend those responsible for these attacks. 

  

Terrorism as a concept itself cannot be traced back to one specific point in history. It is, however, 

important to note that terrorism has developed as a means, not an end. When delegates examine 

the present situation, they must remain aware that a terrorist’s motive is not solely to perpetuate 

terror, it is instead to achieve an objective or aim of respective organization or individual. At 

many times in modern history, terrorism has emerged from regions of the world where 

oppression under colonial or dictatorial rulers has left populations without their societal dignity 

and integrity. This is a pretext under which radicalization can prosper because conflict and 

revenge have become justified. Terrorism can also be used to further political agendas such as its 

use in France’s Reign of Terror and by the Viet Cong during the Vietnam War. Terrorism, in 

many ways became a vehicle for nationalist movements to expedite independence or to simply 

gain the attention of governments so their voices could be heard. Terrorism became a form of 

applying pressure to governments using brute force. With the present situation’s pressing online 

terrorist group target on cultural sites, it can be viewed as retributional oppression of numerous 

societies. The choice to attack cultural sites should not be marked as coincidental; cultural sites 

are symbols of various societies and civilizations around the globe, and therefore would be 

targets because of their view in the public eye as a source of pride, and in the terrorist’s eye as a 

source of oppression. Cyberterrorism, however, has developed as a post-modern means of 

achieving the same objectives. Cyberterrorism can be defined as “a premeditated attack against a 

computer system, computer data, programs and other information with the sole aim of violence 

against clandestine agents and subnational groups,” according the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation. Modern terrorists see cyberterrorism as a promising alternative to traditional 

methods because of its anonymity, the great scale of potential damage, and the psychological 

impacts it has on victims. A terror group that operates using the cover of the web and physical 

attacks has not been seen on this scale before. Thus, no precedent has been set for the response of 

the international community in this regard. 

 

Current Situation  

While little is revealed about the creation of the anonymous terrorist organization, it is clear that 

its destructive operations point to an uncommon goal of eliminating religion from across the 

globe. Believing that religion and idolatry should be removed from society, the organization 

claims that the only way to redeem the world from its past mistakes is to erase history and hence, 

threatens the international community through vandalizing cultural, religious, and ancient sites as 

a way to further its endeavours. 

 

Through erasing traces of past civilizations and religious properties, the organization extends the 

practice of cultural cleansing to a universal scale. Defined by the eradication of traditional 

customs and heritage, cultural cleansing is often carried out as a part of attempts in separating 
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communities through demolishing shared values and beliefs. With considerable support from a 

wide range of servers around the world, the organization easily facilitates presence through the 

Internet and recruits its members to plan large-scale operations. From planting explosive charges 

in bombing temples to using various tools and machinery to destroy ancient statues, it is clear 

that the terrorist group targets a variety of architectures to influence how people perceive history 

and humanity. As of now, the organization has already launched several attacks on multiple 

World Heritage sites identified by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) located in one of the 6 known countries.  

 

One of the notable attacks includes the bombing of Abu Mena, a holy city built over the tomb of 

the martyr Menas of Alexandria located in Alexandria Governorate, Egypt.3 The pilgrimage is 

home to many significant basilicas and monasteries pertaining to early Christianity. Due to an 

imprudent agricultural irrigation project nearby, the city has suffered severe subsidence and has 

been closed to the public in recent years for restoration purposes. It is unknown of how the 

terrorist organization was able to reach the sacred site without alerting world intelligence 

services. Much of the city has been vandalized and all ancient artifacts stored in the shrine were 

stolen or destroyed. Artifact trafficking seems to accompany the organization’s operations as it 

serves to provide a lucrative source of income in fuelling its terroristic operations. In fact, several 

recognized antiquities have surfaced on the black market to be sold at unknown prices. The 

Central Intelligence Agency suspects that members of the terrorist group must have infiltrated 

the security systems and obtained the necessary knowledge of the city layout in order to evade 

security surveillance and successfully bomb the remains of the city.  

 

A series of further bombings and raids followed the destruction of Abu Mena. Three famous 

grottos of the Dazu Rock Carvings,4 located in Chongqing, China, were severely vandalized after 

five months of the organization’s attack on Abu Mena. Remarkable for their replication of 

everyday life in China from the 9th to 13th century, these series of rock carvings were preserved 

for their exceptional aesthetic quality and representation of the harmonious synthesis of religions 

such as Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism. In this attack, the carvings in Beishan, 

Baodingshan, and Shimenshan were specifically targeted. From the villagers’ account, the 

terrorist organization left a trail of stolen vehicles and unusual markings on nearby buildings 

prior to the official attack, which occurred at night. After hearing persisting loud noises and 

destructive hammering sounds, villagers arrived on the site grounds with local police forces in an 

attempt to stop the criminals and destructive activities. Forces were met with tear gas and a 

violent shooting followed as the terrorist organization rushed to fled the crime scene. Upon 

recovering from the attack, major world intelligence agencies were immediately contacted and 

the area was closed from public viewing. Evidently, the organization’s attack on religious sites 

such as the Abu Mena and the Dazu Rock Carvings point towards a goal of removing religion 

                                                 
3 https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/90  
4 https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/912  

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/90
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/912
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and history from the world. UNESCO condemns the destruction of these sites as a war crime and 

an attack on shared heritage. Because intelligence services have yet to find a way to predict the 

pattern of targeted attacks, the UN specialized agency urges the international community to 

assemble full-time security and protective measures around all World Heritage sites. 

 

Similar to many of the known terrorist organizations in the world today, the online-based group 

disturbs stability among communities and drives them apart. Culture, the manifestation of a 

shared set of beliefs, traditions, and values among a particular society, serves as one of the main 

instruments in combating terrorism. In the case of operations that strive to disconnect members 

of communities, culture does the exact opposite in unifying them. While the organization is 

currently incapable of destroying intangible embodiments that represent the ideas, beliefs, and 

characteristics of past societies, all committees must remember that the vandalization of physical 

cultural, historical, or religious establishments and artifacts is a means for control and 

aggression. Delegates must address security issues and investigative measures along with 

assisting victims of violent operations and implementing better innovative ways to protect the 

cultural sites.  

 

DISEC Bloc Positions 
 

United States of America 

The United States is no stranger to cyberterrorism, having dedicated numerous resources and 

defense systems to protecting the nation’s digital presence. In regard to cultural sites, the United 

States has since increased security around the Statue of Liberty in New York and currently 

anticipates a future attack. With a lack of physical cultural sites formally recognized by 

UNESCO, the United States faces the domestic issue of Confederate statues and monuments 

from the late 19th century being forcibly removed by citizens. This is due to historical and 

arguably discriminatory implications that citizens cite as grounds for removal. 

 

On the international front, however, the United States is called by the UN to unify nations in 

establishing cyber-security networks and surveillance operations, especially on behalf of nations 

that lack the necessary infrastructure.  

 

Russia and China 

Within the past few years, China has successfully privatized its cybersecurity and hacking 

efforts, dominating the field as the nation launched attacks on NGOs, academic institutions, and 

other firms.5 Russia also followed suit; both nations have developed a strong, national sense 

cybersecurity and are able to engage in attacks against cyberterrorism. Unlike the United States, 

however, Russia and China hold different philosophies regarding terrorists and may choose to 

                                                 
5 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/2018/10/09/china-ahead-russia-biggest-state-sponsor-cyber-attacks-west/  

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/2018/10/09/china-ahead-russia-biggest-state-sponsor-cyber-attacks-west/
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negotiate with them. As these nations are uniquely well-versed in cyberspace, further 

investigations are likely to yield results quickly. 

 

Asia 

Similar to the Middle East, countries in Asia possess a wide array of cultural sites, many of 

which are located in geographically isolated areas. However, this may prove difficult for 

ensuring surveillance and security, as determining which site the organization might attack next 

is near impossible, due to the sheer number of locations. Smaller and less developed nations are 

also at risk, as attacks like the incident at the Dazu Rock Carvings in China may involve civilian 

casualties. This is especially likely with law enforcement maintained by local village officials 

rather than the government.  
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Middle East 

Terrorism has affected the Middle East for nearly decades, with the region’s cultural sites 

growing increasingly susceptible to danger. Countries including Egypt, Iraq, Libya, Niger, 

Senegal, and Uganda all possess World Heritage sites deemed “in danger” according to 

UNESCO.6 With local, ongoing terrorism efforts making it difficult to place security forces in 

cultural sites, Middle Eastern countries may choose to focus on taking down the organization via 

online investigations. This is due to many regions being governed by rebel groups and active 

zones for conflict. There is also the possibility of the organization allying alongside extremist 

groups in the area, a factor that nations should take into account when deciding how to best 

defend at-risk sites. 

 

SOCHUM Bloc Positions 

 

Asia Pacific 

Home to some of the largest historical civilizations such as Indus Valley and Mesopotamia, the 

Asia Pacific region is the origin of Buddhism, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, and 

Taoism. Religion is intricately weaved with culture in this region, with Islam being the most 

popular and Hinduism dominating 80% of the population in India and Nepal. Countries in the 

Asia Pacific preserve some of the world’s oldest archaeological remains of temples, palaces, and 

monuments, which all serve as evidence of ancient tradition for worship, high levels of artistic 

achievement, and alliance between architecture and nature.  

 

Filled with over hundreds of World Heritage Sites, the Asia Pacific region can be presumed as 

one of the terrorist organization’s biggest targets for holding numerous archaeological remains of 

religious structures. Threats and ambiguity from the online organization add to the variety of 

existing conservation challenges faced by the regional professional communities for 

governmental policies too often fail to consider the implications for cultural property behind 

economic development decisions.  

 

Africa 

Distinguished by its unique sculptures, weaving, beading, and paintings, African culture is 

diverse for it not only varies across borders, but also within smaller regions with different 

beliefs, customs, and values. Having the most number of cultural and natural sites marked as in 

danger by UNESCO, countries in this region may struggle to maintain funding for sufficiently 

preserving rock engravings, cultural reserves, and other sites. In recent years, more technological 

preservation methods have been adopted to capture spatial domains through 3D imaging and 

modelling. Documentation projects incorporate sites’ environmental and landscape contexts 

                                                 
6 https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/&order=region  

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/&order=region
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based on aerial imagery and satellites to create a metrically precise record of important sites for 

conservation, research, and restoration objectives. African nations will likely continue to explore 

the digitization of cultural sites in its preservative operations. 

 

European Union 

As repositories of countless architectural and historical site remains, nations in Europe serve as 

attractive tourist destinations for their terrain and artistic representation for Christianity. 

European heritage benefits from the continent’s overall value and respect for prioritizing the 

preservation of culture. This is reflected in the EU programmes, funding initiatives, and attention 

to environmental impact assessment when developing industry policies. Not only does Europe’s 

cultural heritage fuel the continent’s tourism, but also contributes toward social and economic 

development. Leading organizations in cultural preservation encourage dialogue between 

environmentalists, farmers, investors, and residents. While Europe has explored various aspects 

of traditional preservation disciplines in the past, such as museology, archival science, and 

archaeological conservation, delegates must take the terrorist organization’s destructive activities 

into account. Although digitization is increasingly popular, replicating heritage sites and building 

online alternatives cannot equate preserving physical structures. It is crucial to keep both the 

benefits and hindrances of protective measures in mind when developing new security standards 

and conservation methods to safeguard cultural heritage. 

 

INTERPOL Bloc Positions 
 

United States of America 

The current administration in control of the White House takes a differing approach from past 

administrations when it comes to military action. The government has expressed a consistent 

willingness and readiness to use military and police forces and its intelligence services to counter 

terrorism internationally. This willingness will only increase with the oncoming attacks and the 

fact that the US plays host to a key piece of infrastructure for the organization. The United States 

does not negotiate with terrorists. The United States will however, be cautious in its efforts in 

order to minimize civilian damages and use humane practices. 
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France, Germany, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia 

Western Europe, Canada, and Australia possess strong intelligence services and military 

capabilities. These nations may be strong voices of reason and act as a check to a committee that 

may be filled with fierce cries for the use of military force and strong investigative powers. 

These nations will remain fixated to their key principles and will ensure humane methods are 

used, citizen security and privacy is respected, but at the same time they will be unwavering in 

their support for strong criminal justice action. 

  

Russia and China 

China and Russia have pushed quite authoritarian agendas domestically and hold a string of 

alliances internationally. The Chinese and Russian governments have policies that are lenient 

towards harsher militaristic measures and will be unwilling to engage in any negotiations with a 

terrorist organization. China will be a key player considering they play host to one of the servers 

that the organization controls. China will be unlikely to show mercy to terrorists or engage in any 

diplomatic efforts following such merciless attacks based from within their nation. The Russian 

government and its allies are likely to follow suit. 

 

India 

India’s government has one of the largest anti-terror campaigns in the world and possesses strict 

laws against terrorism. The government has consistently articulated a willingness to crack down 

terror operations and will undoubtedly be an advocate for a militaristic and police-based solution. 

India’s allies will likely follow suit. India’s strong intelligence and military should take the lead, 

as its local police forces are often rampant with corruption and inefficient. 

 

WHO Bloc Positions 
 

United States of America 

The goals and objectives of the USA’s current government have at times conflicted with 

international organization like the UN and the WHO. As the USA already contributes significant 

resources to the WHO, they may be less willing to commit further resources or personnel. The 

USA will also go at lengths to avoid deaths of American medical workers overseas because of 

potentially political impact. This may mean hesitation to aid in regions that are dangerous. The 

USA may also consider removing financial support to the WHO if (services are provided to 

unfavorable persons). In the event an attack happens within the United States, it is unlikely to 

have issues dealing with casualties, and will be well medically equipped to deal with it. 

 

European Union 
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The European Union has shown great support and cooperate fully with the World Health 

Organization previously. The EU has a strong focus on ethics and aiming to provide health 

services to those who need it. The EU is expected to act fairly cohesively and swiftly in assisting 

those impacted by terrorist attacks. Many cultural targets exist within the EU, but most 

governments have the capability to deal with smaller-scale conventional attacks from terrorist 

groups. In line with the United States, the EU forbids the use of chemical weapons by any group, 

however it will provide treatment and “deliver a comprehensive public health response” if 

necessary.  

 

Russia and China 

Medical response and humanitarian operations may become a low priority for these two 

countries, run by powerful and authoritarian leaders. Casualties during military operations are 

accepted by both to a greater extent, thus considerations for public health could disappear.  If 

medical workers from the PRC or the Russian Federation are harmed by terrorist attacks, future 

support for the health situation likely will deteriorate. 

 

Central and South Asia 

A large amount of existing public health issues and conflicts already exist in Central and South 

Asia. Such events may disrupt response to sudden attacks from terrorist groups, or even shift the 

priority away from it entirely. Governments from these countries face issues due to a lack of 

medical infrastructure, funding, and political support for humanitarian missions. Further attacks 

could easily overload medical systems in Central/South Asia. Many states in this region also 

have secular governments Political and religious complications stemming from secular 

governments may also impede medical response. 

  

Africa 

Similar to the Central Asia dilemma, many existing health problems and a lack of medical 

infrastructure severely limit rapid response to unpredictable terrorist attacks in Africa. A variety 

of possible targets exist, many in areas which may be isolated or in conflict zones. Considering 

priorities between current health issues and potential new ones as a result of terrorist attacks is an 

important aspect to consider. Terrorist attacks may further destabilize the health situation, and 

prevent WHO workers from maintaining vaccination programs, medical clinics...etc.   

 

DISEC Possible Solutions 
 

Surveillance of International Cyberspace 

To target the root of radicalization, delegates may consider joining forces with other UN bodies 

in online security while observing various digital spaces. This would include websites, servers, 

forums, etc. in locations unavailable to the public. Monitoring cyberspace could increase the 
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likelihood of UN personnel discovering valuable intelligence pertaining to the organization’s 

future plans and origins, allowing governments to anticipate actions. This solution would work 

alongside others to spread UN involvement across both the digital and diplomatic fronts. Trained 

UN surveillance forces can gather large amounts of information quickly, building the existing 

pool of knowledge on the organization’s goals. 

 

With sufficient security, the risk of detection from terrorists would be minimal. Besides spaces 

like the deep web, DISEC could also monitor search engines and Internet activity across 

suspected individuals or groups. This, however, may raise concerns regarding privacy. Delegates 

may question the criteria necessary for scrutinizing certain suspects, and whether they are 

violating national laws protecting one’s privacy. DISEC may choose to work with local police 

forces to share suspect intelligence, in order to investigate more appropriately on legal and active 

grounds. 

 

Requests for Negotiation 

While this is a highly controversial solution, non-Western countries may have a history of 

negotiating with terrorists in order to settle conflicts and avoid further casualties or damages, 

paying a monetary ransom instead to quell violence. Western nations, however, tend to uphold 

firm policies that rule out negotiation entirely. For other countries, negotiation is an extremely 

rare occurrence that may arise simply because of a dire need to protect civilians from harm. This 

could reveal much of the organization’s intentions as discussions would require perpetrators to 

disclose specific information to governments. Such information may be vital to toppling their 

influence and preventing future destruction, and delegates should note the unique circumstances 

of this situation. Very little is currently known due to the organization being difficult to trace and 

access in nature, with physical evidence serving as a weaker source of information. Delegates 

must consider the value of cultural sites and that they are in every sense, irreplaceable. This 

solution serves primarily as a last resort, but may provide additional time necessary for other 

solutions to draw new conclusions.  

SOCHUM Possible Solutions 

 

Digitization of Cultural Property 

Many museums, archives, and libraries around the world adopt the use of technology as an 

integral component of their mission in preserving cultural exhibits and artifact collections. 

Whether through digital surrogates or online catalogues, institutions have received administrative 

and strategic benefits through the various uses of technology in making heritage property more 

visible and accessible for research and education opportunities.  

 

Digitization is the process in which analogue content is converted to a sequence of numbers and 

organized into a binary code decipherable by computers. Preserving physical mediums of 
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cultural material, including manuscripts and paintings, has been made possible through 

technology’s ability to transform paper and canvas into surrogate forms of glass plates, 

microfilm, and microfiche. Ultralight paraglider trikes, laser scans, and photogrammetric 

techniques have enabled researchers to generate 3D models of archaeological structures and a 

database of all on-site discoveries based on aerial images. If such processes respect the object’s 

quality and are performed correctly, digitization can significantly contribute towards enriching 

artifacts’ contextual background. Digitization has its drawbacks as countries differ in their 

available technology and experts to generate accurate representations of cultural and natural sites 

without damaging them in the digitizing process. With a proliferation of digital content enabled 

through global networks and Internet databases, providing accessible information and digital 

models of archeological sites has its risks. Should the terrorist organization gain access to 

databases with information on specific site locations, digitization can, in turn, make heritage sites 

even more prone to terrorist attacks. Hence, delegates must not overlook the benefits of 

digitization as the process can boomerang on its original intentions. 

 

Public Awareness and Reporting Systems 

In popular culture and a period of technological advancement, media is central to raising 

awareness and addressing ongoing concerns in communities. While action from local 

governmental forces and international organizations such as the UN specialized agencies is 

required to counter terrorist attacks on cultural heritage, it is also important to involve the public.  

 

In face of terrorism, is it pivotal that communities do not become further divided. Educational 

media campaigns can be set out to inform the public of the terrorist organization’s objective in 

eliminating religion and idolatry from society. It is crucial that people groups embrace religion as 

an enriching addition to culture, as such beliefs are reflected in historical civilizations and 

contribute immensely to the values of various groups around the world today.  

 

As shown in the terrorist organization’s destruction of the Dazu Rock Carvings, civilians can 

play a crucial role in helping intelligence agencies and legal forces detect and address such 

attacks. From the villagers’ account, suspicious activities–trails of stolen vehicles found on 

streets and unusual markings on nearby buildings–preceded the night of destruction. Delegates 

may consider establishing accessible and convenient reporting systems for the public to reach 

investigative agencies in acknowledging or securing grounds for potential attacks.  

 

INTERPOL Possible Solutions 
 

Large-Scale Investigative Intelligence Operations 

This solution would involve mobilizing intelligence sharing frameworks in all major affected and 

unaffected nations to work collectively through a platform such as INTERPOL. By combining 
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investigative powers across international boundaries, a much wider search field can be 

established and the closer the world will come to apprehending the responsible parties. Delegates 

must be aware however, that should investigative intelligence operations be insufficient, they are 

not at liberty to arrest anyone, anywhere, without substantial evidence. Police and military must 

still follow all international conventions unless martial law is imposed by a nation for heightened 

security and scrutiny. 

  

Military and Police Deployment and Instatement of Martial Law 

This solution would empower military and police forces under direct orders from their respective 

governments and an INTERPOL authorization to arrest and detain any suspects without 

substantial evidence. Should the situation deteriorate, imposition of curfews and routine arrests 

must be considered under martial law in order to shut down the attacks and more easily find a 

perpetrator. However, each nation is at its own discretion to impose or not impose martial law in 

this situation. Increased military and police presence within the public sphere may also be an 

option. Martial law is, however, a solution that removes many of the rights of the general 

population, which lays groundwork for an abuse of power that should be undoubtedly avoided. 
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Police Task Forces for Public Safety 

This solution would require international commitment under an INTERPOL recommendation to 

increase the security presence in public areas and potential target zones. Police task forces 

coordinated by local and national governments would be the primary method of executing such a 

public safety operation. Police task forces should be threat-responsive and have the capability to 

shut down public areas of concern and conduct public evacuations with ease. Such task forces 

may be viewed as too strong of an action by some, and by others it may be seen as a weak 

attempt to hold off a violent enemy. 

  

WHO Possible Solutions 

 

Health Situation and Casualties  

Terrorism and war contribute to steep declines in the overall health situation in area. Medical 

workers often find themselves unable to effectively treat patients due to poor security conditions. 

Terrorist events have the ability to cause large amounts of casualties, overwhelming medical 

systems that are already strained in violence prone areas. Thus, the World Health Organization’s 

main focus should be improving crisis and disaster response, while working in conjunction with 

police or military forces. Also important is ensuring that medical workers are able to act as a 

neutral party, without influence from other agencies or groups to perform counterinsurgency or 

intelligence operations. Monitoring the health of any Internally Displaced People and/or refugees 

from attack zones should be an additional focus for the WHO. On sites of attack, the WHO must 

be ready to respond to use of potential biological or chemical weapons and treat patients 

accordingly. The WHO should develop the capability to rapidly respond to victims of such 

attacks. This may mean setting up new temporary trauma centres are set up for civilians and 

police forces alike. These trauma centres ideally would be appropriately funded and able to deal 

with large influx of casualties from attacks at short notice. Identifying the use of chemical or 

biological weapons, and immediately reporting this to security forces is another step the WHO 

must take in this situation.  
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Discussion Questions  
 

Overarching 

 

1.) What geopolitical situation is related to these terrorist activities, is there a particular goal 

this group is trying to achieve? 

2.) Can the recruitment of new members be curbed through education and surveillance 

programs? 

3.) What is the priority placed on cultural sites? Is it “worth” it to potentially risk human life 

to stop the destruction of these sites? 

4.) Are there any state sanctioned actors that may be involved? 

5.) How did the terrorist groups infiltrate existing security systems, and what steps must be 

taken to prevent this from happening in the future? 

6.) Are there any other solutions possible than full-time monitoring of all global heritage 

sites? Is this even a viable option? 

7.) Does the classification of these terroristic events as a war crime impact potential 

resolutions? 

 

DISEC 

 

1.) What are some additional or new measures nations should consider regarding security 

and defense? How might these apply to areas with more cultural sites? 

2.) To what extent should countries prioritize monitoring cyberspace and increasing Internet 

surveillance while still maintaining citizens’ privacy rights? 

3.) Should the security in airports, national borders, etc. be tightened to investigate and 

prevent suspicious activity? How do we address regions with less resources, but are 

simultaneously the most vulnerable? 

4.) As cultural sites vary in geographical location (e.g. in the center of cities, isolated, in 

rural areas) and accessibility, how should DISEC direct security recommendations? What 

criteria should countries use to prioritize certain sites over others? 

5.) How should the international community collaborate and exchange security intelligence? 

What is the best method of sharing and communicating information as quickly as 

possible? 

6.) In order to prevent a similar situation of this magnitude from reoccurring, what are some 

measures that can be taken? Is strengthened defense justified to protect against the 

possibility of such events? 

 

SOCHUM  
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1.) Why should culture be preserved? What purpose does history serve to our society that 

makes it valuable and worth protecting? 

2.) Which effective protective measures have your country implemented to secure cultural 

sites? 

3.) If your country has experienced similar attacks on cultural property due to violent 

conflicts, how was the situation resolved? Which restoration methods were implemented? 

4.) What role should the Social, Cultural, and Humanitarian Committee take on to address 

the destruction of cultural, historical, and religious sites around the world? 

5.) How can individual communities prepare themselves for potential attacks on their culture 

and/or beliefs? 

 

INTERPOL  

 

1.) What is your nation’s policies towards cybercrime and digital terrorism? Have any 

precedents been set? 

2.) What resources/assets should INTERPOL mobilize to track down the terrorists digitally? 

3.) Should definite locations be identified, what air, ground, and sea resources can your 

nation commit to an INTERPOL mission? 

4.) Do we or do we not negotiate with terrorists? Do diplomatic solutions take precedence 

when dealing with matters of international security? 

5.) What role should local, regional, and national policing forces take? How should they 

coordinate with INTERPOL? 

6.) Is it in the best interest of the international community to capture responsible individuals 

alive? Do we shoot to kill? 

7.) What steps can be taken to ensure security of the public at identified potential target 

locations? 

                 

WHO  

 

1.) How does the WHO ensure that vaccination programs and other essential public health 

services are not disrupted by these terrorist attacks? 

2.) What are possible health related consequences for civilians as a result of counterterrorism 

operations? 

3.) To what extent should WHO medical workers remain impartial? 

4.) Will there be risks to WHO health care professionals on the ground? Are there actions 

that can be taken to mitigate this risk?  

5.) Are their previous instances in which your country’s government has intervened in 

situations like these? Is there an existing framework?                                                                                          
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6.) What are the obligations the WHO has under international humanitarian law to “respect 

and protect” healthcare?                              
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