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The Summit Crisis 

Crisis Overview  
 

As globalized trade has boomed in the past century, the distribution of resource producing 

centers through mining, logging, and resource harvesting has changed. Originally reliant on 

harvesting natural resources in industrial zones as with coal in the United Kingdom during the 

industrial revolution, natural resource harvesting has created a growing market for the trade of 

precious natural resources. On an economic level, many More Economically Developed 

Countries (MEDCs), especially Western Liberal Democracies such as the UK, Germany, 

Canada, USA, have developed economies based in the tertiary sector. This would be services 

such as legal professions, accounting, businesses and general goods and service distributions. 

Some of these economies have even developed into the quaternary which involves technological 

research and development. In sharp contrast, Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs), 

such as those in rural Africa and Asia, economies are strongly based on primary and secondary 

sectors, which focus on resource harvesting and manufacturing. 
  

The Sand River mines in South Africa serve as the nation’s largest diamond reserve and mining 

site, operational since the 1990s. Miners here harvest diamonds from gravels (diamond deposits) 

discovered in 1903. These mines have been instrumental in boosting the immediate region’s 

economic status, providing residents of nearby villages with stable jobs and income. However, 

on March 25th, 2018, a massive explosion occurred in the pit mine, damaging surrounding 

infrastructure and resulting in the partial collapse of underground tunnels. Killing at least 170 

workers and people in the local vicinity, the explosion has an unknown cause and is a crisis 

involving all delegates of this summit. Of particular concern are the 80 miners working in 

various tunnels at the time of the explosion; their status currently remains unknown. A temporary 

tent city has already sprung up near the mining site, and is steadily growing as family members 

of the trapped workers gather for word on the rescue efforts. However, it may be important to 

note that the explosion released several environmental pollutants into the surrounding area, with 

those at the immediate explosion site facing the highest health risks. In the sections below, 

delegates can find the details of how each committee is particularly involved in the crisis at hand. 

  

Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 
With regards to the explosion in the diamond mine, recent reports have immediately been 

produced by international and local media. A comprehensive analysis of the Mining Corporation 

shows that many “employees” for the corporation were child miners. Already an illegal action to 

use child labour in South Africa, this situation worsens as the children working there are 

commonly believed to be treated in ways that violate ILO conventions. Reported by social news 

networks, children employed there are in fact, most likely abused by harsh working hours, unfair 

pay standards, and overly demanding labour requirements. That being said, the mine itself 
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treated the children under these conditions and, as a result, further endangered the lives of 

children as a result of the explosion. Ultimately, potential overcasts of how many child workers 

were being employed could cause a serious breach of child rights on a universal level. Looking 

at the explosion itself, it is suspected that the death count for children could be in the hundreds, 

but the number of children injured and still stuck in the mines is unknown but could total around 

a thousand. The explosion gives a direct mandate to the CRC to take action in order help affected 

children and prevent another potential incident. 

  

World Health Organization (WHO) 
The World Health Organization has experienced two main consequences as a result of the 

explosion: immediate, local injuries, as well as international attention on the safety of workers. 

First and foremost, it is the duty of the WHO to assist those directly impacted by the explosion; 

those working in the diamond mine and living within a certain vicinity are in desperate need of 

need of humanitarian assistance. However, simply assisting the injured (and the families of the 

dead) is not the only role of the WHO; in fact, it is the duty of our committee to also discuss the 

health and working conditions of diamond miners. 
  

The explosion has resulted in various health impacts; furthermore, it has also raised several 

environmental concerns over a plethora of nations. The pollution and other toxins released by the 

explosion have proved detrimental to the short-term air quality of communities around the 

explosion, and has also contributed to the prominent issue of climate change. This is alarming, 

especially because of the ever-growing concern regarding climate change, which has been 

emphasized in initiatives such as the Paris Agreement and the Kyoto Protocol. Overall, the WHO 

hopes to be able to address the environmental impacts of the explosion in an effective and timely 

manner. 

  

Social, Cultural, and Humanitarian Committee (SOCHUM ) 
Delegates in the Social, Cultural, and Humanitarian Committee are tasked with addressing this 

incident’s humanitarian implications. In the aftermath of the explosion, at least 80 excavation 

workers were confirmed to be trapped underground in tunnels for Sand River’s underground 

project, scheduled to commence in 2021. While the number of survivors is currently unknown, 

the severity of the debris blockages and collapsed tunnels have left authorities far from 

optimistic. Local rescue efforts, while currently underway, are making insufficient progress for 

the urgency of the situation. 

  

Furthermore, local communities are expected to face socio-economic challenges shortly as a 

result of the disaster, which SOCHUM must seek to ameliorate. Mine employees not injured by 

the explosion will be unemployed for the foreseeable future, as operations at Sand River are 

unable to continue due to damaged infrastructure. A 35-km-long water supply pipeline, essential 

for diamond extraction, requires repair in addition to a dust control system before operations may 
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resume. Therefore, redevelopment efforts must commence as soon as possible, as must 

temporary employment provisions. 


