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Letter from the Director 
 
Dear delegates, 
 
My name is Judith Chen, and it brings me great pleasure to introduce you to the Special, 
Political, and Decolonization committee, or SPECPOL for short. I will be serving as your 
Director and staffing alongside my two chairs Jaskirt Brar and Sherry Sun. The three of us 
look forward to watching the committee employ a wide array of skills to debate and discuss 
two very complex topics over the weekend and resolve the conflicts at hand. 
 
Currently in my third year of involvement in Model United Nations, I have complete 
confidence in saying that Model UN is perhaps the best activity that I have pursued. 
Because SPECPOL is a beginner committee and many delegates in this committee can be 
expected to be novice participants, it is important to remind you that while you may feel 
anxious, intimidated, or afraid, you will not regret experiencing the world of Model UN. 
Not only does this activity expand your abilities to solve problems diplomatically and 
pragmatically, but it also challenges your speaking, writing, and critical thinking skills. 
Aside from academic stimulation, you will create long-lasting memories and connect with 
many new friends through Model UN. While you may feel initially repelled by the idea of 
talking about foreign policy in front of others, I encourage you to step outside of your 
comfort zone and immerse yourself in this unbelievably wonderful activity. 
 
Over the course of three days, our committee will be attempting to resolve two very 
pressing issues: land mines in former conflict zones and the status of South Sudan. While 
both of these contentions have been discussed by the international community before, 
there has been very little action done to achieve a lasting solution. Since both conflicts hold 
much global significance, it is critical to conclude a comprehensive resolution of each 
issue. In order to do so, the dais highly encourages delegates to thoroughly read the 
backgrounder, research their country's foreign policy, and analyze the history and 
potential impacts of the conflicts. 
 
Once again, I welcome you to SPECPOL and look forward to hearing how this committee 
will resolve the issues of land mines in former conflict zones and the status of South Sudan 
once and for all. Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. I 
look forward to seeing you in April! 
 
Cheers, 
 
Judith Chen 
Director of SPECPOL—CAHSMUN 2018   
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Committee Description  
 
The fourth committee of the UN General Assembly, also known as the Special, Political, 
and Decolonization Committee or SPECPOL for short, is a committee that concentrates its 
efforts on issues regarding decolonization, human rights, and peacekeeping. While these 
are the primary areas of focus for SPECPOL, the committee is also dedicated towards 
solving concerns around atomic radiation, outer space, and mine action. 
 
Founded near the end of World War II, the Fourth Committee was originally tasked with 
handling trusteeship and decolonization matters. It is important to note that during that 
time, nearly 750 million people lived in what was considered a colonized territory. 
However, when the trusteeship system was dismantled in 1994, there was a significant 
decline in the number of dependent nations, which in turn resulted in a decreased 
workload for the committee. Thus, the fourth committee was merged with the functions of 
the Special Political committee (formerly known as the seventh committee). What was 
once a committee dedicated to guiding a decolonization effort has transitioned into a body 
focused on internationally prominent, yet often miscellaneous, political and territorial 
issues. 
 
Because SPECPOL is a committee in the General Assembly, it includes all 193 United 
Nations member states. While the committee is representative of all member states, 
resolutions that are created are non-binding, meaning that actions cannot be directly 
authorized through the committee. They are instead recommended to the Security Council 
which will ultimately decide whether or not to carry out the plan of action. While this may 
seem to suggest that SPECPOL does not much influence on the international platform, the 
committee has achieved a great amount of success in recent years. For example, SPECPOL 
has developed many resolutions regarding information technology in developing 
countries, gained a near consensus among member states regarding peaceful uses of outer 
space, and worked with specialized groups to help resolve human rights violations in 
occupied territories. 
 
SPECPOL hold an impactful role in the United Nations; while many other committees are 
solely committed to solving current global issues, SPECPOL aims to release countries from 
the ramifications of their past. Because this committee recognizes that countries must be 
fully liberated for the rest of the world to move forward, it works toward ensuring the 
independence to which all countries are entitled. 
 

!  
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Topic B: Post-Decolonization Aid from Developed Countries 
Overview 
 
When the United Nations was created in 1945, almost a third of the world's population – 
750 million people at the time – lived in territories that were dependent on colonial 
powers. Today, there are only 17 "Non-Self-Governing Territories" around the world, with 
a total population of 1.6 million people.1 Although the world has seen a significant 
decrease in colonies and is making strides towards the international goal of decolonization, 
a major concern remains: have these former colonies received the proper assistance to 
stand on their own? 
 
The unfortunate reality is that many former colonies suffer the consequences of decades 
and even centuries of colonial rule. Such ramifications have made the road to true 
autonomy extremely difficult for the new self-governing country. Overall, decolonization 
initially brought hope for an independent nation, but the process has failed on its promise.  
 
The road to total independence has been meekly assisted by foreign monetary aid from the 
developed world, especially formal imperial powers. While these efforts were well-
intentioned and originally aided the former colonies, monetary assistance is now actively 
hindering the development of many of these nations. Countries must look toward creating 
a comprehensive plan that aims to produce sustainability, instead of dependency on the 
developed world. Not only would such a solution better the political and economic 
circumstances in many nations of the developing world, but it would also outline a 
blueprint for current colonies that will invariably gain independence. 
 
In addition to foreign aid efforts, current efforts to modify post-decolonization aid are also 
inadequate. The United Nations has devoted much of its energy towards eradicating 
colonialism and decolonizing the remaining non-self-governing territories, rather than 
focusing on how to support these nations after the decolonization process. The overall gist 
of this topic is to identify the needs of decolonized countries and create sustainable aid 
methods so that they do not find themselves relying on the developed world, as is the case 
for many former colonies now. When researching and discussing this topic, delegates must 
understand both the immediate and long-term effects of inadequate post-decolonization 
aid. Resolutions reached at this year’s CAHSMUN should aim to accomplish a 
comprehensive solution that addresses the economic, political, and cultural obstacles that 
newly decolonized nations face. 
 

!  
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
1 https://dpa-ps.atavist.com/un-at-70-taking-stock-of-decolonization  
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Timeline  
 
August 22 1415 – The Portuguese capture of the North African city of Ceuta, a major 
Northern trading port in the Islamic world, represents the starting mark for European 
colonization, which would last for five more centuries. 
 
June 7 1494 - The Treaty of Tordesillas, an agreement between Spain and Portugal, divides 
the New World by drawing a line in the Atlantic Ocean about 370 leagues west of the Cape 
Verde Islands.2 The land east of that line was to be claimed by Portugal, and lands west of 
that line were to be claimed by Spain.  
 
1500s – Following in the footsteps of Spain and Portugal, many European nations 
including the Netherlands, France, and Denmark began establishing overseas colonies in 
Africa, Asia, and the Americas.  
 
July 4 1776 - The American Declaration of Independence is issued and adopted by 
Congress after eight years of fighting, resulting in the political severance between the 
thirteen colonies and the British Empire. 
 
September 5 1905 – Fighting over rival imperial ambitions, Japan defeats Russian forces in 
the Russo-Japanese War, marking the first instance of a non-European country defeating a 
European country in a modern war.  
 
September 2 1945 - Many historians consider the end of World War 2 to mark the 
beginning of the decolonization era, especially with the Allied Forces’ declaration of self-
determination in the post-war world.3 
 
October 24 1945 - The United Nations is formed as an organization committed to 
eliminating colonialism and relieving territories from colonial rule. 
 
June 15 1947 - The British House of Commons passes the Indian Independence Act which 
divides India into two dominions, India and Pakistan, freeing India from years of colonial 
rule.  
 
May 7 1954 - Viet forces defeat the French in the Battle of Dien Bien Phu, signaling the 
end of the end of French colonial influence in Indochina.4 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
2 https://www.nationalgeographic.org/thisday/jun7/treaty-tordesillas/  
3 https://history.state.gov/milestones/1937-1945/atlantic-conf  
4 http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/french-defeated-at-dien-bien-phu  
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June 30 1960 - A result of the Léopoldville riots and several years of civil unrest, Congo, 
formerly one of the richest colonies in Africa, receives independence from Belgium. 
 
April 25 1974 - The Carnation Revolutions, a military coup in Lisbon, Portugal, 
overthrows the Estado Novo regime, which ultimately leads to the withdrawal of Portugal 
from its African colonies. 
 
1961 - The Special Committee on Decolonization is established by the United Nations. Its 
primary purpose is to monitor the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and to make recommendations on its 
application.5 
 

Historical Analysis 
!
Post-1945 Decolonization 
After the Second World War, the international community saw an accelerated 
decolonization process across the globe. However, the colonial powers, namely Great 
Britain and France, had initially shown no interest in relinquishing their colonial empires. 
This sentiment was mainly due to the emergence of the world's newest superpowers, the 
United States and Soviet Union. Not only had they hoped that holding onto their colonies 
and continuing to exploit their resources would regenerate their post-war economies, but 
they also believed that it would give them equal status with the United States and Soviet 
Union. As a result, many colonial powers were determined to recolonize lost Asian 
territories and drain the last resources of their African colonies. However, European forces 
were resisted by waves of revolution leading to the inevitable collapse of colonial rule. 
 
Decolonization presented itself as a nearly direct result of the Second World War for a 
variety of reasons. Perhaps the simplest reason can be pointed to the emergence of 
nationalistic and self-determination ideals. During the war, many colonies believed that 
assisting the Allied powers would achieve their independence after the victory of the war.6 
Prompted by the terms of the Atlantic Charter, a joint post-war declaration between 
Roosevelt and Churchill, colonies provided colonial powers with resources and human 
resources. When their colonial rulers did not immediately adhere to their promises of 
independence made during the war, anti-colonial sentiments intensified significantly. In 
addition, it became harder for nations to justify colonial rule after having fought a war to 
liberate Europe for Nazi control – in other words, a war founded on the principles of 
freedom. Leaders of anti-colonial movements criticized the hypocrisy of European powers 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
5 http://www.un.org/en/decolonization/specialcommittee.shtml  
6 http://ieg-ego.eu/en/threads/europe-and-the-world/european-overseas-rule/fabian-klose-decolonization-and-
revolution#TheAnticolonialRevolutionandtheDissolutionoftheEuropeanColonialEmpires19141975  



CAHSMUN 2018  SPECPOL Backgrounder B 6 
 

“fighting for freedom” and argued that such freedom should be extended to the existing 
colonies as well.  
 
Other factors played a role in the decolonization process as well, including the post-war 
repercussions that the colonial powers faced.7 For one, the military and human resources 
of these states had been excessively drained during the war. This post-war exhaustion 
resulted in numerous defeats during anti-colonial revolutions and battles including the 
First Indochina War and the Algerian War of Independence. Secondly, the war had 
damaged the economic status of the colonial powers to the extent that it was simply 
unreasonable to maintain their colonies. They eventually acknowledged that they could 
not afford to hold onto colonies that were resisting their control. The rising of the United 
States and Soviet Union also influenced colonial powers to end their rule. Not only were 
both explicitly against colonialism, but they directly pressured other countries to refrain 
from gaining control of new colonies. 
 
Foreign Aid from Developed Nations 
Foreign aid can be identified as early as the 19th century when rich colonial powers like 
Britain and France started providing monetary assistance to their colonies in Africa, Latin 
America, and Asia.8 However, similar to the decolonization era, the Second World War 
also marked a significant shift in development aid. After the war, there was an abundance 
of reasons that would encourage wealthier nations to provide foreign aid to developing 
countries and former colonies. While the United States looked to reconstruct the world 
after the war, it also looked to create strong trade relationships with developing countries 
and maintain a wider sphere of influence against the Soviet Union. The war had separated 
the world into two blocs: nations under capitalistic ideals and those under communistic 
ideals. The United States, anxious to win allies and commercial opportunities over the 
Soviet Union, was eager to assist war-impacted countries and support nationalist 
movements that were repressed by imperial rule.9 Ultimately, the beginning of formal 
development aid emerged when the two post-war superpowers used aid to form political 
alliances against each other. 
 
For the decades following the war, various colonial powers would supply decolonization 
assistance to their former colonies. Great Britain, to begin with, provided aid by 
contributing budget support and project grants. Other than receiving monetary assistance 
for its administrations, governments of former colonies also had to prepare ten-year 
developments plans, which were reviewed and evaluated by the Colonial Economic 
Development Council. The British government would then provide loans to finance these 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
7 http://rozvojovky.vse.cz/2SM412/04%20Decolonization_text.pdf  
8 http://reliefweb.int/report/world/history-foreign-aid  
9 http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/British_Empire  
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projects. This funding was very similar to how France supported its former colonies. The 
Ministry of Overseas France funded ten-year development plans, with the top priority on 
social progress and satisfying the population's needs. In 1959, the French Ministry of 
Cooperation was created and aimed to provide technical and military assistance to 
“countries within its scope” – mainly former African colonies. Like Great Britain, the 
French also provided direct budget support.10 Other countries implemented similar forms 
of assistance. For example, Belgium provided budget advances to its colonial 
administrations and Portugal offered military aid to its former African colonies.11 An 
outlier to these countries is Germany, which provided support to improve living 
conditions in impoverished communities but did not offer direct budget support. 
 

Current Situation  
 
Foreign aid is one of the most important policy tools for transferring resources from 
developed countries to developing countries. Although several trillions of dollars have 
been given in the past 64 years, many experts question the effectiveness and sustainability 
of foreign development aid. Some go as far as to say that the current expenditure on 
foreign aid is more detrimental to recipient countries than beneficial. Before the current 
problems with foreign aid are discussed, it’s worthwhile to look into the effects of 
decolonization. 
 
Effects of Decolonization 
Perhaps one of the most direct impacts that former colonies immediately face is economic 
hardship. When many of these countries were under colonial rule, much of the economic 
infrastructure, such as railroads and ports, were created solely to facilitate the transport of 
natural resources to Europe.12 Many economists speculate that the benefits of imperialism 
are one-sided: imperialism helped the European countries, leaving colonies exploited of 
resources and without the proper funds or infrastructure to generate economic prosperity. 
Of course, the ramifications of a receding economy extend to the lack of capital that can be 
used to develop infrastructure, education systems, and social services. In addition to this, 
decolonization usually results in a lack of educated or qualified personnel. When colonial 
powers no longer provided their colonies with education, many of these colonies lacked 
qualified workers who could build infrastructure or create economic opportunities. For 
example, there were only 150 lawyers and 160 doctors of local origin in the former British 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
10 https://poldev.revues.org/137#tocto2n2  
11 https://www.csmonitor.com/1982/1117/111753.html  
12 https://www.ukessays.com/essays/economics/decolonization-of-africa-and-its-economic-impact-economics-
essay.php  



CAHSMUN 2018  SPECPOL Backgrounder B 8 
 

colony Nigeria at the end of the 1940s.13 Inadequate economic infrastructure and educated 
personnel combine to create socio-economic decline in these former colonies. 
 
Another impact of decolonization is political instability. Such political tensions can often 
be drawn from two primary factors: inconsistent border lines and weak governments. 
European powers create the majority of these "unnatural" borders with little to no regard 
for the various ethnic, religious, and linguistic groups that inhabit the region. The 
inescapable result of colonial powers arbitrarily plotting borders is internal tension and 
turmoil. These can be represented by the Rwandan Genocide and Angolan Civil War, both 
of which took place in former colonies and were caused by ethnic conflicts. The second 
reason for political instability in former colonies is the weakness of state institutions. 
During colonial rule, the colonial state was a military and administrative entity, with the 
primary purpose of extracting and delivering resources for the economic development of 
the colonies.14 Furthermore, European nations aggressively governed their respective 
colonies; violence and patronage were commonly used to control a population. However, 
when decolonization takes place, imperial powers often fail to support the disassembly of 
these political structures that they imposed upon their subjects. As a result, the 
postcolonial states inherit an authoritarian rule that may have been fit for their European 
colonial regimes, but certainly not for a newly independent territory. 
 
Foreign Aid Efforts and Effects  
Current efforts to increase the growth and independence are comparatively similar to 
those made the second half of the 20th century. As described earlier, nearly all colonial 
powers assisted their respective ex-colonies through means of project grants and direct 
budget support. The nature of foreign aid for former colonies has remained constant – 
current aid efforts are monetary as well. Countries also attempt to introduce or facilitate 
elements of democracies at a local level, but these efforts are rather insignificant in 
comparison to the outstanding amount of financial aid that former colonies receive. A 
compelling example is Portugal, a nation that delivers nearly all of its foreign aid to former 
colonies. Portugal’s top three beneficiaries are Cabo Verde, Mozambique, and Angola, all 
of them former Portuguese colonies.15 
 
Despite this seemingly impressive act of altruism and assistance, some economists argue 
that such large amounts of financial aid may be corrupting these nations’ governments and 
hindering their growth. Rampant corruption can be identified in Nigeria, a former British 
colony that receives £253.5m in bilateral assistance from the United Kingdom. However, 
Nigeria manages to pay its legislators the highest salaries in the world, with a basic wage of 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
13 http://www.worldscientificnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/WSN-3-2014-34-39.pdf  
14 http://www.e-ir.info/2012/07/31/what-are-the-political-causes-of-failed-states-in-sub-saharan-africa/  
15 https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/apr/22/europes-former-imperial-powers-target-aid-
ex-colonies  
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£122,000, nearly double what British MPs earn and many hundreds of times that of the 
country’s ordinary citizens. The luxury that the ruling elite in aid-recipient countries 
concerns many.16 Not only do corrupt practices deprive the poor of the benefits of the aid, 
but it can also perpetuate corrupt governments by financially sustaining them. In other 
words, wasted aid money also prompts further corruption. Some argue that this is a result 
of giving out “free money” with no restrictions or conditions that would guide the 
government's spending.  
 
In addition to inadvertently supporting the lavish lifestyles of the political elite, financial 
aid in some cases may also encourage unsustainability. With constant and sizable aid 
inflows, developing countries have no reason not to depend on their donor countries. For 
one, there is no incentive to create institutions or services when relief can be given 
immediately through aid. When countries learn to depend on foreign aid to supply their 
populations with basic services and needs, it seizes them of the opportunity to “stand on 
their own feet” and thus perpetuates the cycle of poverty. Secondly, excessive financial aid 
prompts governments to exempt their citizens from taxation. While this may satiate citizen 
contentment in the short-term, it harms sustainable government practices in the long run 
when they have no means of getting money. Ultimately, while the current efforts that are 
being made to support former colonies are feeding the hungry and helping the sick, they 
do not improve the institutions that make them hungry and sick in the first place.17 
 

United Nations Involvement  
 
Since its inception in 1945, the United Nations has held a firm stance against the practice 
of colonialism. The Charter of the United Nations outlines the UN’s attitude towards 
colonies in Chapter XI: Declaration Regarding Non-Self-Governing Territories. Not only 
does this chapter encourage UN members that assume responsibilities for the 
administration of other nations to ensure advancement and just treatment for their 
respective territories, but it also clearly states in Point B of Article 73 that these countries 
must also assist them in developing self-government in accordance to the particular 
circumstances of each territory and its peoples.18 As a result of the UN’s advocacy for free 
political institutions and self-government, more than 80 former colonies comprising of 
some 750 million people have gained independence since the creation of the United 
Nations.19 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
16 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2387359/Nigeria-country-corrupt-better-burn-aid-money.html  
17 https://www.spectator.co.uk/2014/01/why-aid-fails/  
18 http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-xi/index.html  
19 http://www.un.org/en/decolonization/  
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The United Nations has also adopted various resolutions in regard to eradicating 
colonialism and condemning segregationist practices that are often associated with it. 
Examples include resolution A/2106 (XX), A/43/47, and perhaps most significant of all, 
A/1514 (XV). Entitled as the "Declaration on Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples," General Assembly Resolution 1514 affirms the right of self-
determination and urges the international community to assist dependent countries in 
achieving this right.20 It is also important to note that many of the leading colonial powers, 
Belgium, France, Portugal, Spain and the United Kingdom, abstained from voting for this 
resolution.  
 
In addition to SPECPOL, the UN created the Special Committee on Decolonization 
(officially known as the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples) in 1961 with the purpose of monitoring the implementation of the 
aforementioned Resolution A/1514 (XV).21 
 
Despite the adoption of resolutions and creation of committees, the United Nations has 
not taken considerable measures to form a comprehensive blueprint for the long run that 
deals with supporting former colonies in their process of complete self-autonomy. The UN 
has taken definite steps toward its goal of eradicating colonialism by 2020 but seems to 
have forgotten to address the various symptoms and side-effects of decolonization. 
Overall, it can be concluded that the international community should begin to widen their 
perspective to not only support self-determination but to also acknowledge the 
improvements needed in post-decolonization aid. 
 

Possible Solutions  
 
A 2012 report by the World Bank, an international organization dedicated to reducing 
poverty, voiced its concerns regarding the Palestine's heavy reliance on foreign aid and 
noted its toll on economic development.22 However, this trend is only one example of the 
international community's growing doubt about the efficacy of foreign aid. Today, many 
experts argue that the current approach to foreign aid is harmful to sustainable prosperity 
in many developing nations. Countries have spent billions of dollars on the developing 
world since the denouement of the decolonization process and the emergence of newly 
independent nations in the 1960s. There is a serious need to reform the methods of 
delivering foreign aid, especially to historically oppressed populations in former colonies.  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
20 http://www.un.org/en/decolonization/declaration.shtml  
21 http://www.un.org/en/decolonization/specialcommittee.shtml  
22 http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/world-bank-palestinian-economy-unsustainable-due-to-foreign-aid-
reliance-1.453610  
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Improving the Deliverance of Monetary Aid 
Over the decades, the lack of mechanisms to regulate foreign aid has resulted in the 
continuance of corrupt regimes, funding for wasteful projects, and creation of 
unsustainable policies. The obvious solutions in this case would be to increase 
transparency. While this may seem relatively elementary, there have not been enough steps 
taken to ensure the liability of aid-recipient countries. Donor countries should look 
towards designing comprehensive aid oversight programs, where data of foreign aid 
expenses is better collected, centralized, and reported. Not only will this data guide 
countries in identifying corrupt governments and their expenditures, but it will also assist 
donors in creating conditional measures which incite recipient states to become more 
efficient and less corrupt.23 Similar to increasing transparency, the international 
community should also further invest in improving communications between donor and 
recipient countries. Before effective aid can be delivered, the developed world should 
become better informed about the particular needs, goals, and difficulties that are unique 
to each recipient country. Communication can also exist between aid-recipient countries 
to create a forum for addressing common issues and provide an opportunity to establish 
stronger relationships between newly independent nations. Without addressing these 
points, it is indefinitely more challenging to provide comprehensive aid to these countries.  
 
However, increasing transparency and communication are both goals that are far easier 
said than done. If delegates decide to incorporate these two suggestions, it is imperative 
that they create a formal plan that specifically outlines how these improvements would be 
made.  
 
Gradual Reduction of Foreign Aid 
While reducing foreign aid, rather than increasing it, may be counterintuitive, many 
economic experts argue that this is the key to a sustainable developing world. As 
previously mentioned, the growing dependency on foreign aid from recipient nations is a 
concern to many of the international community. Becoming dependent on consistent aid 
flows has enabled countries to sustain corrupt governments and become unmotivated to 
use the money efficiently. Instead, the familiar case is that countries utilize the funds for 
short-term fixes rather than investing in the development long-term solutions. In addition 
to reducing financial assistance, this method would also decrease the amount of 
humanitarian aid given to these countries. Reducing the volume of food aid, for example, 
would re-incentivize local food production by increasing market demand. Currently, 
countries heavily depend on aid because commercial imports are undeniably cheaper than 
locally-sourced food which in turn causes agricultural (and subsequently economic) 
stagnation. The overall idea is that by incrementally removing the amount of aid, 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
23 http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/store/10.1111/j.1746-1049.2010.00122.x/asset/j.1746-
1049.2010.00122.x.pdf?v=1&t=j79y2jen&s=f2710bb85c9f19c7bfc2fd1a6ed9d44e388f5999  
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governments will become motivated to create sustainable practices that bolster 
independence. This will slowly in these states becoming less dependent on foreign aid.  
 
Creating Development Programs 
Another possible solution would be development programs, a more active method of 
providing foreign aid. Rather than focusing on short-term goals such as delivering food, 
temporary shelter, and immediate medical services, development programs assist in 
developing their capacity to ensure resilient communities and sustainable livelihoods.24 In 
other words, the goal of implementing development programs should be to teach the 
populations how to fish, rather than to fish for them. As acknowledged, many former 
colonies struggle with developing critical elements for sustainable independence like 
education, employment, housing, and agricultural infrastructure. While there is a variety 
of approaches to the implementation of development programs, delegates should consider 
engaging the populations in the aid-recipient nation by taking on an advisory role to these 
countries. Examples of building capacity within the population include identifying, 
assessing, and training local experts, or collaborating with corporations to improve 
infrastructure. The focus is on local capacity-building and jobs creation so that the 
developing world can help itself. This solution is also significant as it reduces the number 
of loans that developing countries must repay to their donor countries. Although many 
NGOs and other charities have rooted development programs in numerous impoverished 
communities, it is worth investigating if such a method is feasible in a bilateral relationship 
between developed nations and former colonies. 
 

Bloc Positions  
 
Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 
The Development Assistance Committee (DAC) is a group of developed nations that 
collects and analyzes development data. Through a forum where the world’s major 
bilateral aid donors meet to discuss, review, and coordinate aid policy, their objective is to 
expand the volume and effectiveness of official resource transfers to developing 
countries.25 There are 30 member states to this committee including Australia, Canada, 
Japan, United States and the European Union. Delegates should be aware of their country’s 
involvement in the DAC, and whether or not their country has participated as observer 
states. The DAC’s commitment to foreign aid can be underscored by the 132 billion dollars 
(USD) contribution made in 2015.26 Countries in this group are open to improving foreign 
aid and have shown a steady increase in aid contributions. However, the recent exception 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
24 http://humanitariancoalition.ca/media-resources/factsheets/from-humanitarian-to-development-aid  
25 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Development-Assistance-Committee  
26 http://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/ODA-2015-detailed-summary.pdf  
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is the United States; the 2018 budget, under the Trump administration, is making cuts of 
about 32 percent from U.S. diplomacy and aid budgets, or nearly $19 billion.27 Overall, 
countries in this bloc are willing to give monetary aid, but see sustainability as a large 
concern.  
 
Other Aid-Giving Countries 
Outside of DAC, many other countries provide aid to the developing world, including the 
United Arab Emirates, Turkey, Russia, and various Eastern European countries. While 
these countries do not meet the requirements set out by the DAC, they are financially 
capable and willing to send monetary assistance to developing nations, especially those 
that share similar political views. The more pertinent challenge is encouraging these 
countries to participate in creating decolonization-aid strategies and policies for former 
colonies. This bloc is again receptive of the giving of aid to former colonies, but is 
concerned about its effectiveness and efficiency. Although they may be willing to send 
financial aid, they are also in support of weaning aid-recipient countries off foreign aid to 
ensure that they are economically viable in the future.  
 
Former Colonies in the Developing World 
Countries in this bloc are in need of a reformed structure regarding foreign aid. Many 
former colonies seek further assistance in creating sustainable practices that will lead to 
independence. The majority of this bloc should look for a resolution that will end the 
current cycle of donor-recipient dependence and will ultimately result in complete self-
autonomy. However, many countries in this bloc, including Haiti, Sudan, and Nigeria, are 
governed by corrupt administrations – as a result, delegates of such corrupt nations may 
act against proposals to reduce monetary aid. Other former colonies are looking past 
receiving aid, but encourage a stronger support structure, especially in the form of 
development programs, in order to establish further autonomy in the future.  
 
Notable Former Colonies 
Not all former colonies are in dire need of foreign aid; in fact, many can be seen as growing 
economic and political successes. Growing countries such as Singapore and Botswana have 
been able to combat the struggles of decolonization by developing comprehensive plans for 
creating jobs, developing skills, boosting education, improving infrastructure, and 
modernizing agriculture.28 Currently, countries that have been able to reverse the 
consequences of decolonization do not play a significant role in planning out foreign aid. 
However, delegates that are representing successful former colonies should research 
successful plans that their countries have previously implemented and consider how these 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
27 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-budget-foreign-aid/republicans-push-back-against-trump-plan-to-cut-
foreign-aid-idUSKBN18J2DC  
28 https://www.forbes.com/2010/02/26/africa-asia-speech-singapore-opinions-contributors-kofi-annan.html 
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methods may assist either current non-self-governing territories or former colonies that 
need aid.  
 

Discussion Questions  
 

1.)!What initial problems face newly decolonized countries? How do developed 
nations address these issues? 

2.)!What type of aid do developed nations provide? How do former colonies utilize 
this aid?  

3.)!Why are some countries so dependent on aid? What are the long-term 
consequences of donor-recipient dependency?  

4.)!What are the main differences between former colonies that are developed and 
developing? Are there practices that developing former colonies can learn from 
these developed nations? 

5.)!Will there be issues of sovereignty when implementing more direct aid or 
development programs? What role should donors play in encouraging sustainable 
development?  

6.)!Should former imperial powers still be accountable for aid in their former colonies? 
If your country is a former imperial power or colony, what is your country’s stance 
on this issue?  

7.)!What level of monetary aid is most successful in the long run? How can monetary 
aid be paired with development programs and other solutions?  

 
!  
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