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Letter from the Director 
 
Dear delegates, 
 
My name is Judith Chen, and it brings me great pleasure to introduce you to the Special, 
Political, and Decolonization committee, or SPECPOL for short. I will be serving as your 
Director and staffing alongside my two chairs Jaskirt Brar and Sherry Sun. The three of us 
look forward to watching the committee employ a wide array of skills to debate and discuss 
two very complex topics over the weekend and resolve the conflicts at hand. 
 
Currently in my third year of involvement in Model United Nations, I have complete 
confidence in saying that Model UN is perhaps the best activity that I have pursued. 
Because SPECPOL is a beginner committee and many delegates in this committee can be 
expected to be novice participants, it is important to remind you that while you may feel 
anxious, intimidated, or afraid, you will not regret experiencing the world of Model UN. 
Not only does this activity expand your abilities to solve problems diplomatically and 
pragmatically, but it also challenges your speaking, writing, and critical thinking skills. 
Aside from academic stimulation, you will create long-lasting memories and connect with 
many new friends through Model UN. While you may feel initially repelled by the idea of 
talking about foreign policy in front of others, I encourage you to step outside of your 
comfort zone and immerse yourself in this unbelievably wonderful activity. 
 
Over the course of three days, our committee will be attempting to resolve two very 
pressing issues: land mines in former conflict zones and the status of South Sudan. While 
both of these contentions have been discussed by the international community before, 
there has been very little action done to achieve a lasting solution. Since both conflicts hold 
much global significance, it is critical to conclude a comprehensive resolution of each 
issue. In order to do so, the dais highly encourages delegates to thoroughly read the 
backgrounder, research their country's foreign policy, and analyze the history and 
potential impacts of the conflicts. 
 
Once again, I welcome you to SPECPOL and look forward to hearing how this committee 
will resolve the issues of land mines in former conflict zones and the status of South Sudan 
once and for all. Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. I 
look forward to seeing you in April! 
 
Cheers, 
 
Judith Chen 
Director of SPECPOL—CAHSMUN 2018   
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Committee Description  
 
The fourth committee of the UN General Assembly, also known as the Special, Political, 
and Decolonization Committee or SPECPOL for short, is a committee that concentrates its 
efforts on issues regarding decolonization, human rights, and peacekeeping. While these 
are the primary areas of focus for SPECPOL, the committee is also dedicated towards 
solving concerns around atomic radiation, outer space, and mine action. 
 
Founded near the end of World War II, the Fourth Committee was originally tasked with 
handling trusteeship and decolonization matters. It is important to note that during that 
time, nearly 750 million people lived in what was considered a colonized territory. 
However, when the trusteeship system was dismantled in 1994, there was a significant 
decline in the number of dependent nations, which in turn resulted in a decreased 
workload for the committee. Thus, the fourth committee was merged with the functions of 
the Special Political committee (formerly known as the seventh committee). What was 
once a committee dedicated to guiding a decolonization effort has transitioned into a body 
focused on internationally prominent, yet often miscellaneous, political and territorial 
issues. 
 
Because SPECPOL is a committee in the General Assembly, it includes all 193 United 
Nations member states. While the committee is representative of all member states, 
resolutions that are created are non-binding, meaning that actions cannot be directly 
authorized through the committee. They are instead recommended to the Security Council 
which will ultimately decide whether or not to carry out the plan of action. While this may 
seem to suggest that SPECPOL does not much influence on the international platform, the 
committee has achieved a great amount of success in recent years. For example, SPECPOL 
has developed many resolutions regarding information technology in developing 
countries, gained a near consensus among member states regarding peaceful uses of outer 
space, and worked with specialized groups to help resolve human rights violations in 
occupied territories. 
 
SPECPOL hold an impactful role in the United Nations; while many other committees are 
solely committed to solving current global issues, SPECPOL aims to release countries from 
the ramifications of their past. Because this committee recognizes that countries must be 
fully liberated for the rest of the world to move forward, it works toward ensuring the 
independence to which all countries are entitled. 
 

!  
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Topic A: Landmines in Former Conflict Zones 
Overview 
 

“Not only do these abominable weapons lie buried in silence and in their millions 
waiting to kill or maim innocent women and children; but the presence or even the 
fear of the presence of a single landmine can prevent the cultivation of an entire 
field, rob a whole village of its livelihood, place yet another obstacle on a country’s 
road to reconstruction and development” 

– Former Secretary-General of the United Nations, Kofi Annan1  
 
Landmines, while incredibly small and inexpensive, can remain active for decades after a 
war is over, and lie dormant until a nearby person, animal, or vehicle triggers their 
detonating mechanism. Since the weapon is not controlled or aimed at a specific target, it 
can indiscriminately injure innocent civilians, soldiers, and peacekeepers, and have 
unanticipated effects on its nearby communities. 
 
Similar to SPECPOL’s committee mandate, the issue of landmines in former conflict zones 
does not particularly focus on the current usage of the weapon, but more the aftermath 
and impacts of it. Occasionally described as “weapons of social cataclysm”, landmines go 
beyond their primary purpose of injuring enemy forces, but they also continue to maim 
innocent civilians long after conflicts have ceased.2 The weapons also indiscriminately 
perpetuate poverty by preventing communities from developing infrastructure and 
accessing arable land. As a result, landmines place a heavy burden on countries that are 
seeking to reconstruct post-conflict regions.  
 
After decades of using the weapon, the international community finally recognized the 
devastating ramifications that unexploded landmines and other remnants of war have had 
on post-conflict countries across the world in the late 20th century. This acknowledged 
concern called for countries to convene to combat this struggle and led to an overall effort 
to ban landmines. However, the United Nations has heavily focussed its time and 
resources on restricting the current usage of the weapon rather than supporting impacted 
communities that have recently come out of conflicts. While delegates at this year’s 
CAHSMUN should consider the prospect of a landmine ban, this topic mainly looks into 
the consequences of these unexploded remnants of war on civilians, communities, and 
post-conflict development. 
  

  
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
1 Matthew, Richard A., Bryan McDonald, and Kenneth R. Rutherford, eds. Landmines and human security: 
international politics and war's hidden legacy. SUNY Press, 2004. p196.  
2 http://www.businessinsider.com/land-mines-still-dangerous-around-the-world-and-used-by-isis-2016-8  
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Timeline 
 
April 12 1861-May 9 1865 – Originally developed by General Gabriel J. Rains, mines 
(known as torpedoes during the time) were used by the Confederate army in the American 
Civil War.  
 
July 28 1914-November 11 1918 – Mines only began to appear on a massive scale during 
World War I. In early 1918, the Germans produced an anti-tank mine that was used to 
combat the growing number of American tanks. 
 
September 1 1939-September 2 1945 – World War II saw a significant increase in 
production and usage of both antipersonnel and anti-vehicle mines.  
 
November 1 1955-April 30 1975 – Both the Vietnamese and American military forces 
employ landmines without a proper record of locations. These mines currently still pose a 
threat to the Vietnamese people living on nearby land. 
 
November 11 1975-April 4 2002 – Millions of mines were planted in major cities and 
roads during the Angolan Civil War. Angola now has over 10 million buried mines and is 
the most land mined country in Africa. 
 
October 10 1980 – The Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCCW) is 
adopted in 1980 and collects signatures from 50 States. The Convention then enters into 
force three years later. To date, 115 States are parties to the Convention.3 
 
1992 – The International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL), a coalition of six non-
governmental organizations (NGO) that aim for a world free of antipersonnel mines, is 
formed and established. They coordinate campaigning efforts and sponsor the first 
International NGO Conference on Landmines in London in 1993.4 
 
December 3 1997 – The Ottawa Treaty, or the Mine Ban Treaty, is adopted, opened for 
signature, and signed by 122 states. To date, over 80% of the world’s countries are state 
parties to the treaty.5 
 
March 1 1999 – The Ottawa Treaty enters into force on March 1st 1999, becoming 
binding international law.  
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
3 https://www.un.org/disarmament/geneva/ccw/   
4 https://www.hrw.org/reports/1999/landmine/WEBICBL.htm 
5 http://www.icbl.org/en-gb/the-treaty/treaty-status.aspx  
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2003 – All state parties who had stockpiles to destroy meet the first stockpile destruction 
deadline as part of the Ottawa Treaty.  
 
June 14 2011 – The United Nations declares Nepal free of mines, five years after the end of 
Nepal’s civil war. This historic declaration encourages other Asian countries, such as India, 
to follow in its footsteps. 
 
2015 – Over 29 countries clear all known mine areas and fulfill their obligations to the 
Ottawa Treaty.6 
 
September 18 2015 – Mozambique, formerly one of the world’s most mined countries, 
declares itself free of landmines after two decades of mine clearance. 
 
February 10 2017 – Algeria formally announces in Geneva that it is free of landmines. 
After clearing over a million landmines, Algeria becomes the second North African 
country to meet its obligation to the Ottawa Treaty and is the most recent country to do so 
to this day. 
 

Historical Analysis 
 
Landmine Usage in Wars 
While there is no definitive origin of the landmine, the first precursor of the modern 
landmine can be traced to the “torpedoes”, or contact mines, used in the American Civil 
War. Developed by the Confederate General J. Rains, both land and water mines were 
heavily experimented with and used. While the Confederates found great success with the 
usage of these mines, Union leaders decreed its barbarous nature and claimed that it was 
dishonorable to blow up a ship without giving them a chance to defend themselves. 
Thousands of landmines were buried in the South, and active landmines from the Civil 
War were only recently recovered in the 1960s.7 
 
However, the world had not seen mine employment to such a large scale until the early 
1900s, during the First World War, where mines became a warfare of their own. In 1916 
alone, 1,500 mines were detonated, alongside thousands of camouflets.8 Then came along 
the Second World War, which prompted the development of the modern landmine. In 
fact, the Germans entered WWII with just two types of anti-tank mines and one anti-
personnel mine. By the end of the war, they had manufactured 16 different types of anti-

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
6 https://www.apminebanconvention.org/background-status-of-the-convention/clearing-mined-areas/states-
parties-that-have-completed-article-5/  
7 https://armyhistory.org/mine-warfare-in-the-civil-war/  
8 http://online.wsj.com/ww1/mines  
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tank mines, and ten different types of anti-personnel mines. While mines played a 
significant role in the war, there is still uncovered debris scattered across Northern Africa 
and European countries such as the Netherlands and France. 
 
More recent wars such as the Vietnam War (1955-1975), Egypt-Israeli Wars (1956, 1967, 
1973), the Cambodian Civil War (1967-1975), the Angolan Civil War (1975-2002), and 
the Afghanistan War (2001-present), have left devastating effects on these countries that 
still have not been solved to this day. Not only have landmines killed thousands of 
innocents in these former conflict zones, but they take a toll on the country’s agriculture, 
environment, infrastructure, and most importantly, civilians. It is because of the 
destructive and enduring nature of these weapons that countries and organizations across 
the world began to take action towards a future world without landmines.  
 
Growing Global Recognition of Landmines 
The first signal of the overdue acknowledgement of landmines appeared during the 
Convention of Certain Conventional Weapons (CCCW) in Geneva of 1980, where 
countries gathered to discuss the protection of both civilians and combatants from injury 
of weapons used in armed conflicts. The primary result of the CCCW was Protocol II 
which regulates, but does not ban, the use of landmines.9 The failure to completely ban 
landmines led to the Ottawa Convention in 1996. When the treaty opened for signing in 
1997, the Ottawa Treaty gained 122 party signatures, all of whom agreed to cease the 
production and development of anti-personnel mines, destroy its stockpile of anti-
personnel mines within four years, and clear all mined areas within ten years of ratifying 
the treaty.10 The Ottawa Treaty has collected an additional 40 signatures over the years, but 
some important countries that have not signed the treaty include the United States of 
America, Russia, China, South Korea, and North Korea. 
 
Around the same time, a coalition of six non-governmental organizations (NGOs) agreed 
to work toward a common goal of eradicating landmines around the world. In 1992, they 
established the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL). The organization has 
since generated awareness around this issue, participated in meetings of the Ottawa Treaty, 
and support groups to address the problem of landmines in their respective communities. 
All in all, it is because significant action was taken by countries committed to the Ottawa 
Treaty and organizations such as the ICBL in recent years that the world has seen an 
impressive decline in landmine casualties.11 
  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
9 https://www.icrc.org/en/document/1980-convention-certain-conventional-weapons#.VKkpP2SG-rY  
10 http://canadianlandmine.org/the-issues/the-treaty  
11 http://www.the-monitor.org/en-gb/reports/2015/landmine-monitor-2015/casualties-and-victim-assistance.aspx  
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Current Situation 
 
Prominent Landmine Struggles 
While landmines currently exist in nearly 60 countries, certain mine-infested areas have 
brought the international community particular concern. Egypt, for example, is a country 
that has been consistently listed as having the most landmines, hosting approximately 23 
million of these deadly remnants of war. The landmines in Egypt were particularly 
problematic in terms of socio-economic growth; areas rich in oil and agricultural soil have 
been largely contaminated with mines as a result of the North African Campaign and the 
Egyptian-Israeli conflict.12 In addition, landmines are planted near water sources, fields, 
and electric installations, making it difficult to develop infrastructure. In turn, these 
landmines have rendered 25,000 sq km of otherwise lush land unusable. A genuine 
problem of removing these mines is that conventional detection techniques are often of 
little value when it comes to mines buried in Egyptian soil. Many of the mines have either 
been covered by thick deposits of mud or sand or have been degraded over time, altering 
their detection signature as a result.13 
 
In 2014, 3678 reported victims were either injured or killed by landmines. More than a 
third of worldwide landmine casualties belonged to Afghanistan, a country that has had 
the leading number of landmine deaths for many years.14 The main concern that 
contributes to such a high number of landmine deaths in Afghanistan is that many victims 
never arrive at hospitals. While it is important to note that the most common type of 
landmines found in Afghanistan cause immediate death, the more pressing issue is that 
many victims are deprived of adequate transportation to healthcare facilities. 
Transportation is often hindered by extreme weather and damaged infrastructure. Under 
the fortunate circumstances that victims do arrive at a hospital, it is rather unlikely that the 
hospital will provide the necessary expertise and resources required for a successful 
operation. 
 
Landmine Removal and Other Solutions 
Mozambique, formerly one of the world’s most mined countries, declared itself mine-free 
in 2015.15 This commendable status would have been virtually impossible without the help 
of the HALO Trust, a British non-profit that destroyed over 200,000 landmines after 22 
years of work in the country.16 The case of Mozambique and other currently mine-free 
countries would not have been feasible without the integral help that NGOs and first world 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
12 http://www.landminefree.org/2013/index.php/landmines-in-egypt 
13 http://www.landminefree.org/2017/index.php/support/facts-about-landmines  
14 https://www.forbes.com/sites/niallmccarthy/2016/02/22/landmines-are-still-inflicting-thousands-of-casualties-
every-year-infographic/#5c5b3d675abf  
15 http://www.newsweek.com/one-worlds-most-mined-countries-declares-itself-free-landmines-373579 
16 http://www.halotrust.org/!
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countries provide. Some of the leading mine clearance organizations include the HALO 
Trust, Mines Advisory Group, and Danish Demining Group. While these organizations 
are primarily involved in landmine removal, many of them also focus on land surveying, 
victim assistance, and mine education, other key aspects in combating mine action. 
Because of the engagement of these organizations, millions of destructive landmines have 
been safely removed from previously mine-infested communities, and landmine casualties 
have seen a sharp decrease in recent years as a result. 
 
However, some obstacles prevent organizations and governments from properly removing 
landmines. A primary problem that poses threat to these organizations is the hefty price of 
mine clearance. The estimated cost of clearing a mine ranges from 300 USD to 1,000 USD, 
which is far more when compared to the inexpensive rate of producing a mine, which is 
from 3 USD to 30 USD.17 As a result, it is relatively expensive for organizations to ensure 
that mine clearance occurs at a faster rate than mine production. An excellent case to 
consider is the jump of landmine casualties in 2016. According to the ICBL, financial 
contributions to remove landmines decreased by nearly 25%.This resulted in a 
considerable increase in landmine injuries and fatalities.18 A lack of committed funding 
from the international community, especially members of the Mine Ban Treaty, will 
jeopardize the ultimate goal of completing mine clearance by 2025.  
 
Effects on Development 
While it is widely accepted that landmines are capable of killing and injuring innocent 
civilians during and after conflicts, landmines also hold power to obstruct development in 
post-conflict nations. In addition to keeping populations in fear of fatal injury, the 
presence of these explosive remnants of war (ERW) hold back communities from fully 
utilizing their land and resources. Because of the possible risks, the explosion of one 
unmarked landmine can render the entire nearby area unusable. 
 
One of the greatest effects of unexploded landmines is its toll on the country’s 
infrastructure. Landmines are a huge obstacle when it comes to building and repairing 
vital functions of national infrastructure including roads, power lines, electric plants, water 
plants, and industrial facilities. As a consequence, the delivery of electricity, water, and 
other services becomes sporadic and often ceases in heavily mined areas.19 The inability to 
maintain infrastructure, unfortunately, goes beyond the heavy lack of essential services – it 
also affects the transportation of goods and services. When goods and services cannot 
reach schools, hospitals, and local businesses, communities will not be able to thrive and 
will find themselves cemented in the cycle of poverty.  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
17 2003, Human Rights Watch, Landmines: A Deadly Legacy  
18 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-38070207  
19 https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/sites/default/files/documents/arc-modc5-top3-h1-2009.pdf  
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Another major problem that post-conflict countries face is interference with agricultural 
development. An excellent case to consider is Angola, an African country that had one of 
the most robust agricultural economies before their civil war in 1975. Previously self-
sufficient in food crops, the country now imports more than 80% of its food and only 
cultivates 8% of its arable land. 20 Not only were their fertile fields littered with mines, but 
the transportation of food shipments has also been hindered by a lack of safe road 
infrastructure. The immediate consequence of both contaminated fields and roads is the 
significant number of civilian deaths from starvation and malnutrition. 
 
Perhaps the most direct result of unexploded landmines is the deterioration of public 
health. In general, communities with the highest amount of landmine-caused injuries and 
fatalities are also the least able to deal with these problems; they lack the appropriate 
personnel, facilities, and equipment to help to those who need it. Although assisting the 
victims of landmines by providing them with health care is an obligation under the 1997 
Mine Ban Treaty and the 2010 Convention on Cluster Munitions, the world has not seen 
enough support for these mine-infested countries.21 Without further aid from the 
international community, remote societies simply cannot provide their populations with 
immediate care or rehabilitation programs – both of which are key factors in maintaining a 
necessary state of public health. 
 

United Nations Involvement 
 
Past Involvement 
The international community first began to acknowledge and consider the impacts of 
landmines during the formulation of the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons 
(CCCW) in 1980. Currently with 124 state parties, the purpose of the Convention is to ban 
or restrict the use of specific types of weapons that are considered to cause unnecessary or 
unjustifiable suffering to combatants or to affect civilians indiscriminately.22 While the 
Convention encompasses five protocols, only Protocol II (Mines, Booby Traps, and Other 
Devices) and Protocol V (Explosive Remnants of War) directly pertain to mine action. 
Although these provisions regulate the usage of these weapons and encourage weapon 
clearance, the convention lacks verification and enforcement mechanisms and ultimately 
spells out no formal process for resolving compliance concerns.  
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
20 http://sustainableinvestingchallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Terra-Limpa-
Fund_Prospectus_April2016-1.pdf  
21 http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/91/3/13-118885/en/  
22 https://www.un.org/disarmament/geneva/ccw/  
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However, there were many disagreements regarding a total prohibition of landmines and 
countries keen on supporting the landmine ban expressed dissatisfaction with the 
Convention. As a result, pro-ban states used the momentum generated by the CCCW to 
bring the international community together towards a global ban on anti-personnel mines 
with the adoption of the Ottawa Treaty in 1997. To date, there are 161 state parties to the 
treaty, all of which have agreed to commit to:  
 

●! Never use anti-personnel mines, nor to “develop, produce, otherwise acquire, 
stockpile, retain or transfer” them;  

●! Destroy mine stockpiles within four years of ratifying the treaty;  
●! Clear mined areas in their territory within ten years of ratifying the treaty; 
●! Conduct mine risk education and ensuring that mine survivors, their families, and 

communities receive comprehensive assistance; 
●! Offer assistance to other States Parties; 
●! Adopt national implementation measures (such as national legislation) to ensure 

that the terms of the treaty are upheld in their territory.23 
 
While the treaty has played a pivotal role in reducing the number of mine-affected deaths, 
mine stockpiles and the overall usage of the weapon, it frequently receives criticism from 
its opponents and skeptics. Critics often describe the treaty as too idealistic and argue that 
a complete ban on landmines would be too difficult to control and enforce. Landmines will 
always be acquired and used by rogue militias regardless of regulations. Similarly, non-
state parties claim that landmines are cost-efficient weapons that can effectively protect 
combatants from attacks and invasions, and are not indiscriminately destructive when 
used properly. Aside from its alleged impracticality, opponents also argue that the treaty’s 
framework threatens the practice of responsible diplomacy and the sovereignty of 
countries with landmines.24 Consequently, the treaty lacks 35 signatories, including the 
United States, Russia, and China, and is far from reaching universal consensus. 
 
Current Action 
One of the many goals that the United Nations is working towards is a world free of 
landmines and other explosive remnants of war. The UN aims to provide affected 
communities, especially those in post-conflict regions, with the necessary resources to 
support victims and resume development. To accomplish this, the UN employs the United 
Nations Inter-Agency Coordination Group on Mine Action (IACG-MA), which is 
composed of 12 UN offices, specialized agencies, funds, and programmes, to discuss the 
strategies and division of labour to combat mine action. The group includes the UN 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
23 http://canadianlandmine.org/the-issues/the-treaty  
24 http://www.heritage.org/global-politics/report/the-ottawa-mine-ban-convention-unacceptable-substance-and-
process!
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Department of Peacekeeping Operations, UN Mine Action Service, and UN Office of 
Disarmament of Affairs.25 The 12 entities recently convened in 2012 and compiled an 
exhaustive list of strategic objectives for 2013-2018. The UN has dedicated its resources to 
four primary strategic objectives that aim to reduce the socioeconomic impacts of mines 
and ERW, improve assistance for mine victims (those suffering from injury or disability), 
support countries in fulfilling mine action responsibilities, and to integrate mine action 
plans into multilateral frameworks.26  
 
Aside from biannual assessments from the IACG-MA and annual First Committee 
meetings to discuss further implementation of the Mine Ban Treaty, the United Nations 
has not shown a particularly devoted commitment towards the cause. While they stress the 
importance of demining countries and regulating the usage of the weapon, there is 
relatively little emphasis on continuing development in mined regions and assisting 
communities once they have been cleared of landmines. In addition to the lack of support 
for aiding development, there are also a small number of initiatives for mine education and 
victim recovery. 
 

Possible Solutions 
 
Socioeconomic Development 
It is a well-accepted fact that conflicts leave regions vulnerable and fragile, which results in 
a struggle to generate employment. Without job creation, former conflict zones find 
themselves unable to recuperate and thus perpetuate the cycle of poverty in many 
communities. An important aspect that delegates should recognize is redeveloping 
infrastructure and agricultural sectors. Without power, transport, social infrastructure, or 
land to cultivate, jobs cannot be created, leaving an economy precluded from growth and 
citizens failing to support their families. The committee should look into financially 
supporting countries to invest and prioritize developing infrastructure. Unless there is a 
basic foundation of electricity, roads, and public services such as schools and hospitals, 
socioeconomic development is virtually impossible for former conflict zones. In addition 
to this, landmines pose a serious threat to communities which base their livelihoods off of 
agriculture and consequently families face devastating effects of malnutrition and income 
hardships.27 The weapon extends beyond families and communities – it also plays a big 
role in national economic growth. For example, Angola’s landmine contamination has 
destroyed its agricultural potential. Once a robust African economy that was self-sufficient 
in food production, Angola now imports 80% of its food products and almost entirely 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
25 http://www.mineaction.org/  
26 See the following link for comprehensive descriptions and progress reports: 
www.mineaction.org/resources/un-mine-action-strategy-and-monitoring-and-evaluation-mechanism 

27 https://www.childfund.org/Content/NewsDetail/2147489252/  
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relies on its oil resources.28 For these reasons, it is imperative that demining processes be 
prioritized in areas where there is a heavy dependence on agriculture.  
 
However, job creation should not be delayed during times of landmine clearance. 
Minesweepers should be drawn from the communities that are being cleared of mines. 
Training and supporting individuals to demine their own communities enable a growth in 
local micro-economies and provides people with a living wage that gets them back on their 
feet after the upheaval of conflict.29 Furthermore, there is a serious issue of creating jobs for 
youth in former conflict zones. The Chairman of the UN Peacebuilding Commission, 
Abulkalam Abdul Mome once said, “Job creation, especially for young people, in all post-
conflict countries is an essential part of peacebuilding and more importantly, conflict 
prevention or relapsing into conflicts.” When an entire generation is deprived of proper 
education and job opportunities because of a prolonged conflict, it becomes vital that 
partnerships between private sectors, public sectors, and NGOs are developed to provide 
the younger demographic with the necessary training and education to meet employment 
needs.  
 
Education/Rehabilitation Programs 
Many landmine injuries and fatalities can be prevented by employing mine risk education 
programs. The unfortunate truth is that the majority of the innocent civilians that are 
maimed by landmines are either unaware of its dangers or unable to read the signs that are 
posted to warn them about its presence. Through implementation by NGOs and charity 
groups, education programs have significantly mitigated the likelihood of high-risk 
behavior and civilian injuries.30 However, countries should work to improve and expand 
these programs, especially for the younger demographic. Seeing that children are the most 
vulnerable group and account for as much as half of landmine casualties, it is substantial 
that children’s needs are kept in mind when designing mine risk education programs.31 
Countries should improve upon these programs by creating a more sustainable and 
holistic approach and expanding its outreach. 
 
In addition to improving preventive measures, recovery systems for victims should be 
another leading priority; the lack of assistance for patients suffering from landmine 
injuries is a major concern for many mine-affected countries. Currently, appropriate care 
is scarce for a combination of reasons including poor accessibility of medical facilities, lack 
of security for medical agencies, and unaffordable patient expenses. For the minority of 
victims that do receive physical care, they are rarely able to participate in family life fully or 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
28 http://sustainableinvestingchallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Terra-Limpa-
Fund_Prospectus_April2016-1.pdf  
29 https://www.halotrust.org/what-we-do/demining/  
30 http://www.mineaction.org/issues/education  
31 https://www.unicef.org/french/protection/files/Landmines_Factsheet_04_LTR_HD.pdf  
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reintegrate back into society because of the scarcity of social rehabilitation. The 
international community must perceive medical-physical rehabilitation as a precursor – 
not the end point – of a complete recovery and reintegration of survivors into their 
communities.32 Countries must look into creating a comprehensive approach that provides 
physical, psychological, and social care to ensure a stable future for victims. 
  

Bloc Positions 
 
Southeast Asia 
Post-conflict countries continue to face the socio-economic constraints that landmines 
place. In countries such as Vietnam and Cambodia, the landmine problem has drastically 
disturbed national agricultural and infrastructure development and has injured countless 
innocent civilians. Similar to the African bloc, these countries receive much of their 
funding from NGOs and outside governments. Despite the troubling impact that 
landmines still have in many post-conflict zones in this region, many major countries have 
abstained from signing the Mine Ban Treaty including India, Pakistan, and Laos. A 
concern for many is China’s unwillingness to comply with the treaty, considering its 
influence in the United Nations Security Council. In addition, both the Republic of Korea 
and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea have abstained from signing the treaty due 
to their current usage of landmines within the Korean Peninsula’s Demilitarized Zone 
(DMZ). However, both China and South Korea provide funding and resources for 
undeveloped countries that are signatories to the Mine Ban Treaty. 
 
Africa and the Middle East 
Although most African countries are members of the Mine Ban Treaty, the majority of 
African countries are still contaminated with landmines. Without the necessary 
technology, funding, and infrastructure, these nations find themselves relying heavily on 
NGOs and other countries to aid in mine clearance, mine education, and victim assistance. 
In addition to this shortcoming, non-state actors continue to plant landmines and thus 
negate many of the mine clearance efforts being made. These obstacles, however, are not 
meant to undermine the overall progress that is being made in numerous African 
countries including Mozambique, which was cleared of landmines as of 2015, and 
Ethiopia, which saw a tremendous decline in landmine casualties.33 
 
An important difference between the landmine situations in Asia and this region is that 
while both suffer from the ramifications of post-conflict landmines, the weapons are still 
being actively planted in the Middle East and Western Asia. In countries such as Iraq, 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
32 https://www.hrw.org/reports/1999/landmine/execsum/Execweb1-04.htm  
33 http://archives.the-monitor.org/index.php/publications/display?url=lm/1999/ethiopia.html#Heading2838  
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Syria, and Yemen, non-state militant groups, especially rebel and jihadist forces, 
continually plant landmines which in turn devastate already impoverished communities. 
According to the Landmine Monitor 2016 by the ICBL, armed conflicts in the Middle East 
greatly contributed to the sharp spike of landmine deaths in 2015.34 Not only have 
community recovery and development been obstructed by landmines left from the 
ubiquitous conflicts in past decades, but it has also been halted by the current usage of 
mines by rogue militant groups.35 
 
North and South America 
All countries in North and South America have committed themselves to the Mine Ban 
Treaty, except the United States of America and Cuba. However, both of these countries 
fully support initiatives that combat the indiscriminate effects of landmines, and the 
United States is a primary donor to the disarmament movement.36 In 2010, the ICBL 
deemed Central America as the world’s landmine-free region. While they were able to 
meet their obligations to the Mine Ban Treaty, the governments are now requesting 
additional donations to be directed towards victim assistance and residual mine clearance 
initiatives.37 In South America, Peru and Colombia have suffered the most from post-
conflict landmines and request international mine action assistance.  
 
Developed Liberal Democracies 
Developed countries play an integral role in reducing mine usage and assisting in post-
conflict development. Consistent donors to this cause include the United States, Canada, 
United Kingdom, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, the Netherlands, and Japan. Except for the 
United States, all countries are parties to the Mine Ban Treaty. These countries also host 
some of the most eminent anti-landmine groups including the HALO Trust, Danish 
Demining Group, and Japanese Mine Action Service. These countries are undoubtedly the 
biggest opponents of mine usage and are active in many post-conflict zones. 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1.)!What are the benefits and obstacles in the Mine Treaty? Based on your country’s 
foreign policy, is a landmine-free world feasible? If not, how should the 
international community direct its efforts? 

2.)!How can landmine data be collected more efficiently? How can external 
interagency assistance be coordinated more efficiently?  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
34 http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/landmines-deaths-injuries-increase-1.3861825  
35 https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20161201-why-the-landmine-quagmire-is-far-from-over-in-the-middle-
east/   
36 http://archives.the-monitor.org/index.php/publications/display?url=lm/1999/cuba.html  
37 http://www.icbl.org/en-gb/news-and-events/news/2010/central-america-landmine-free.aspx  
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3.)!What is currently being done to prevent civilian casualties? Are these methods 
effective? 

4.)!Why are landmine victims unable to receive necessary help? What should countries 
and groups do to provide better and more sustainable recovery assistance for 
victims and affected communities after demining processes? 

5.)!How should mined communities continue development before and during 
demining processes?  

6.)!Why is socioeconomic development thwarted in mined communities? What are the 
short-term and long-term effects of this?  

7.)!How can we ensure that communities are able to subsist after external assistance 
has discontinued? 
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