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Letter from the Director 
 
Dear delegates, 
 
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the Social, Cultural and Humanitarian 
Committee (SOCHUM) at the fourteenth session of CAHSMUN. My name is Jadine Ngan 
and I am delighted to serve as the director of this committee. I am a current senior attending 
Richmond Christian School, where I serve as the co-president of the MUN club.  

 
CAHSMUN 2015, my first conference, introduced me to the fast-paced, multifaceted world of 
MUN; since then, I have developed a fascination with Model UN and all that it has to offer. 
MUN is by nature a perpetual learning opportunity, one for which I am immensely grateful. It 
is my hope that whether you are a first-time delegate or a MUN veteran, this committee will 
provide an experience both rewarding and educational.  

 
Over the course of this weekend, you as delegates will work to address the topics of 
Persecution of Linguistic Minorities and the Rohingya Genocide in Myanmar, both of which 
are firmly grounded in SOCHUM’s mandate. These issues, although often overlooked on the 
world stage, are of great significance to the groups involved and deserve to be addressed. 
Topic B in particular demands urgent resolution, as each day that passes sees an increase in its 
staggering humanitarian and cultural implications. 
 
This backgrounder guide will provide you with a convenient overview of each topic and 
supply some direction for your research; however, I encourage you to exercise creativity in 
your approach to these two topics and reach beyond what I have outlined here. If any 
questions or concerns should arise— regarding your research, your delegation’s stance or 
anything else— please do not hesitate to contact me at sochum@cahsmun.ca.  
 
Do note that to be eligible for an award, delegates must submit a position paper. For guidance 
regarding this, please refer to CAHSMUN’s position paper guide, available under “Resources” 
on the website. Along with my chairs, Eleanor Lee and Benjamin Steven, I look forward to 
meeting you all in April. Best of luck with your preparations!  

 
Sincerely,  
 
Jadine Ngan  
Director of the SOCHUM—CAHSMUN 2018                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
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Committee Description 
 

The Social, Cultural and Humanitarian Committee (SOCHUM), also referred to as the Third 
Committee of the General Assembly, was established in 1945 as one of six main General 
Assembly bodies. With General Assembly committees divided by theme, SOCHUM takes 
jurisdiction over social and humanitarian affairs, with a particular focus on human rights 
issues. In fact, it was responsible for recommending the unanimously ratified Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights shortly following its institution; this document continues to 
influence world affairs today, remaining a foundation for human rights discussions at both 
national and international levels. Crucial to SOCHUM’s operations are independent experts, 
special rapporteurs, and working group chairs, which it consults and interacts with during 
meetings. Recent committee sessions have addressed children’s rights, gender equality, and 
hate speech, in addition to social matters such as refugees and social welfare. SOCHUM has 
also responded to human rights crises through country-specific resolutions, as it did at the 
seventy-first session of the General Assembly.  
 

Topic B: Rohingya Genocide in Myanmar 
Overview 
 
The Rohingya of Myanmar (also known as Burma) are frequently referred to as the “world’s 
most persecuted people.”1 Concentrated on Myanmar’s west coast in the Rakhine State –
Myanmar’s poorest –this predominantly Muslim ethnic minority numbers around 1.1 million 
in a small nation with a 50 million population.2 While significant evidence exists to support 
their claim that they have been established in the area for generations, the Rohingya are 
largely viewed as illegal Bengali immigrants by Myanmar’s 87.9% Buddhist majority.3 Smaller 
Rohingya populations are also present in other nations in the region, such as Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, Bangladesh, Malaysia, and Thailand.  
 
For decades Myanmar has mistreated the Rohingya, including but not limited to complete 
denial of citizenship rights that rendered them effectively stateless in 1982; as a result, the 
recent wave of violence against the minority group is only the latest in a long history of 
persecution. Following an October 2016 incident in which 9 members of Myanmar’s border 
police were killed, the army instituted a crackdown against the remaining Rohingya in the 
nation in a move that has been condemned by multiple nations. This violence, although not 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
1 http://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-asia-39224885/myanmar-who-are-the-rohingya  
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid.  
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yet internationally recognized as genocide, has caused a mass exodus of Rohingya seeking 
safety and stability.  

 
As a result, while first and foremost centered around persecution, there is also a pressing 
refugee crisis element to this issue. In the last five years, tens of thousands of Rohingya have 
fled due to persecution, mostly flocking to India, Bangladesh, and Thailand. Faced with the 
influx of Rohingya refugees, these countries have adopted a policy of forcible return in 
violation of international law. Those remaining in makeshift camps experience degrading 
conditions daily, plagued by a severe shortage of food, water, and healthcare.  

 
Activists warn that Myanmar risks becoming “the next Rwanda,”4 with the international 
community taking little notice of the deadly and violent campaign against a highly vulnerable 
minority group. Of the situation as a whole, a former United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees put it best: “No country has really taken up [the Rohingya’s] cause… [and they] do 
not have any friends in the world.”5 For that reason, it is imperative that SOCHUM works to 
prevent the eradication of this centuries-old minority group, which has been targeted for 
complete extermination by their own homeland.  
 

Timeline 
 
1947 – Myanmar gains its independence.  
 
1948 – The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (A/RES/217(III)) passes, becoming the 
first document to establish universal, fundamental human rights.  
 
1951- The Refugee Convention comes into effect, centered on the principle of non-
refoulement.  
 
1962 – A military coup results in the government adopting a hard stance on the Rohingya, 
attempting to force them out of the country by denying them various rights.  
 
1971 – The Bangladesh War of Independence forces hundreds of thousands of Muslims to 
flee the country. Some settle with the Rohingya in Myanmar.  
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
4 http://www.genocidewatch.org/myanmar.html  
5 http://www.newsweek.com/explainer-who-are-rohingya-541575  



CAHSMUN 2018  SOCHUM Backgrounder B 4 
!

1974 – The Emergency Immigration Act is amended, which prevents the Rohingya from 
obtaining national documentation showing that they are native to Myanmar.  
 
1977 – The Note on Non-Refoulement is submitted to the UNHCR by the High 
Commissioner. That same year, Operation Nagamin (Dragon King) encourages thousands of 
Rohingya to leave the country. 
 
1982 – The Burma Citizenship Law comes into effect, which disqualifies Rohingya from 
citizenship on grounds that their ancestors settled in the country later than 1823.  
 
1991 – After returning to their country, the Rohingya flee once again to Bangladesh after 
suffering abuses by the military.  
 
1992 – The Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and 
Linguistic Minorities is adopted by the UNGA.  
 
1994 – Myanmar’s government under General Than Shew deems Rohingya newborns no 
longer legitimate for birth certificates.  
 
1996 – The UN General Assembly (UNGA) approves Resolution 50/194 (A/RES/50/194) on 
the situation of human rights in Myanmar.  
 
2008 – Resolution 62/222 (A/RES/62/222) is also approved by the UNGA.  
 
January 2009 – As Myanmar continues to deny the existence of the Rohingya, Thailand 
removes hundreds of refugees from their territory, expelling them into the water. After 20 
days adrift, 220 are found floating in a ramshackle vessel off the coast of Indonesia and 
rescued.  
 
August 2012 – Thein Sein, the 8th president of Myanmar, organizes an investigative 
commission on deadly violence between the Rohingya and Buddhists also residing in the 
Rakhine state. 
 
2014 – Myanmar’s first census in 30 years does not recognize the Rohingya as one of the 
nation’s 135 official ethnic groups. The minority remains stateless, as the government “denies 
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the Rohingya official documents that would allow them to move, study, work, marry or access 
healthcare.” 6 
 
May 2015 – Rohingya migrants flee Myanmar in the hundreds, taking to sea in poorly-
constructed vessels. Referred to as “the Rohingya boat people,” several thousand remained 
drifting at sea when neighbouring nations’ navies refused them entry.  
 
2015 – UNGA Resolution 70/233 (A/RES/70/233) explicitly mentions the Rohingya, and is 
approved by the General Assembly.  
 
October 9 2016 – An assault by alleged Rohingya militants on three Myanmar border posts 
kills nine police officers. As a result, the country’s security forces launch a policy of collective 
punishment.  
 
December 1 2016 – The Burmese government organizes another committee to produce a 
report on the Rakhine State situation by January 31, 2017. When the deadline expires, the 
committee requests more time. An indefinite extension is granted.  
 
January 2017 – An UN-appointed special rapporteur is sent to Myanmar to gather 
information and compile a report for the General Assembly.  
 
February 2017 – A flash report is released by the UN on Interviews with Rohingyas fleeing 
from Myanmar since 9 October 2016. 
 
March 2017 – The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) establishes an 
investigation into alleged human rights abuses against the Rohingya Muslim minority. 
 

Historical Analysis 
 
Despite contrary claims by the Burmese government, the earliest evidence of Rohingya 
residence in the area now Rakhine State dates back to the 8th century. The South Asian people 
group are descendants of the first Muslim immigrants to the area, who dwelled in Mrauk-U 
(Mrohaung) in the independent kingdom of Arakan (modern-day Rakhine). Arakan’s kings 
adopted Muslim as well as Buddhist names between the 15th and 17th centuries, which 
supports the Rohingyas’ claim of residence. However, Myanmar fails to recognize the 
Rohingya as a distinct ethnic group, maintaining that they are simply Muslim newcomers 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
6 http://www.newsweek.com/explainer-who-are-rohingya-541575   
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from Bangladesh, who migrated illegally when the area was incorporated into the British 
colony of India.  
 
The momentum behind today’s wave of violence has been building for centuries, with a long 
history of tension between Buddhists and the Rohingya. From 1784, when Arakan was 
incorporated into the kingdom of Ava, fighting between local Rohingya and Buddhists 
resulted in displacement that separated the two populations: the Rohingya shifted north and 
the Buddhists south. Later tensions stemmed from issues of identity and nationalism: the 
area’s Buddhist population felt their cultural identity was threatened by the existence of their 
Muslim neighbors. In Myanmar, race and identity are closely tied to legal, political and social 
relations, adding significance to this threat; shortly before Myanmar achieved independence, 
the Muslim threat gained legitimacy when the Rohingya amassed an army and requested the 
annexation of northern Arakan into the newly-independent Pakistan. Such a request ran 
contrary to the best interests of Myanmar, due to the manner in which it threatened Burmese 
territory. According to Human Rights watch, “this move, more than any other, shaped the 
present-day Burmese government attitude toward the Rohingya.”7  

 
When Myanmar was established as its own nation in 1947, tensions between the government 
and the Rohingya built, with each party contributing. Some Arakanese Muslims continued to 
seek incorporation of the Maungdaw and Buthidaung townships into East Pakistan, pitting 
them against the Burmese government. Predictably, the Burmese Constituent Assembly 
rejected the move, and removed Rohingya civil servants from their posts in an attempt at 
ostracization. At this time the Rohingya were technically considered legal citizens under the 
Burmese constitution; indeed, for a short period of time in the 1950s, the Rohingya were 
recognized as a legitimate indigenous minority. This ended when a 1962 coup by General Ne 
Win led to withdrawal of Rohingya citizenship as part of a hard line policy –since then, 
persecution has only mounted.  

 
In 1974, an amendment to the Emergency Immigration Act denied Rohingya national identity 
cards with no immediate implications for members of the ethnic minority. Three years after, 
both civilians and the military engaged in attacks on the Rohingya when operation Nagamin 
began. This was a census operation with the purpose of cracking down on illegal immigrants, 
marred by allegations of abuse by the military (which were all denied). By then, the Rohingyas’ 
lack of government identification had become dangerous, and over 200,000 Rohingya fled to 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
7 https://www.hrw.org/reports/2000/malaysia/maybr008-01.htm  
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Bangladesh by May 1978.8 That same year, with urging by the UN, a repatriation agreement 
between Bangladesh and Burma allowed the refugees to flow back home.  

 
Peace was short-lived: a 1982 Citizenship law excluded the Rohingya from the list of 
Myanmar’s 135 recognized ethnic groups, thus delegitimizing their presence in the country.  
Not long after, the year 1991 saw a rise in troops posted to Rohingya-dense northern Arakan 
paired with an increase in allegations of human rights abuse. Among these allegations were 
persecution on the basis of religion, as well as rape and forced labor. By 1992, 250,000 had fled 
to Bangladesh,9 where refugees were sheltered in 19 camps with UN and Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO) assistance. Within the decade, another repatriation treaty allowed them 
to return to Myanmar.  

 
Before the situation escalated in October 2016, the latest wave of violence occurred in 2012. 
Renewed fighting between Rakhine state’s Buddhist and Muslim communities resulted in 
nearly 200 deaths and thousands of damaged homes, the majority of which belonged to the 
Rohingya.10 Mass displacement once again ensued, as an estimated 140,000 headed for camps 
in Myanmar.11 Others flocked back to Bangladesh. International watchdogs, including Human 
Rights Watch, proclaimed this violence a “coordinated campaign targeting the 
Rohingya.”12Evidently, the latest crisis is simply a relapse into a decades-old cycle of Rohingya 
persecution and migration, caused by successive governments’ determination to shape the 
group into an internal enemy.  

 

Current Situation 
 
Collective Punishment and Military Abuses  
The October 9th attack sparked a military crackdown on the Rohingya in Rakhine State, 
extending beyond those involved in the attack to entire villages on the basis of inhabitants’ 
ethnicity and religion. Rather than carrying out an investigation and making arrests following 
the attack, the Burmese military instigated a series of violent attacks in a move easily 
determined to be collective punishment. Allegations include arson of both villages and 
mosques, as well as massacres, gang rapes, and torture. Combined with their severe lack of 
economic opportunity and history of statelessness as well as stringent restrictions on travel 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
8 https://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2016/12/23/timeline-a-short-history-of-myanmars-rohingya-minority/  
9 https://www.hrw.org/reports/2000/burma/burm005-01.htm  
10 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Rohingya-Muslims-in-Myanmar-The-2038356  
11 Ibid.  
12 Ibid.  
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and worship, this is only the latest means by which Myanmar has discriminated against the 
Rohingya. 

 
Despite having received 21 reports of abuses from villagers, the military has been cleared of all 
wrongdoing by a national investigation into the situation.  Carried out by a government-
appointed committee, this investigation deemed the nation’s security forces innocent of all 
allegations –among them, systematic rape, murder, torture and arson. Foreign-linked 
insurgents shouldered the brunt of the blame for violence, explaining that violent acts by 
Burmese security forces were difficult to verify. Of any “excessive actions”13 that indeed 
occurred within the military, the committee linked them to low-ranking individuals.  In a 
nation where the military retains a significant amount of power, holding one quarter of 
parliament seats,14 Aung San Suu Kyi’s ability to control her nation’s forces has come into 
question.  
 
Silence and Noncooperation.  
Myanmar’s government continues to deny all ongoing abuses against the Rohingya; 
moreover, it has prevented humanitarian aid from reaching those in need and restricted 
access for independent observers. This includes independent journalists, aid workers, and 
various human rights monitors. Even the UN’s access has been obstructed: in March 2017, a 
three-person UN mission to the country was denied visas. In addition to the questionable 
reliability of internal investigations, this has severely hampered collection of information that 
could contribute to a resolution of the issue.  

The current Burmese president, Nobel Peace Prize recipient Aung San Suu Kyi, does not only 
refuse to acknowledge the Rohingyas’ existence –she also does not recognize the term 
“Rohingya,” and has even requested that the United States halt all usage of it. In her silence on 
the issue, she has been accused of legitimising their genocide.  

 

Refugee Crisis, Forcible Return and Human Rights Abuses in Neighbouring 
Nations  
Faced with the violence, the Rohingya have fled to neighbouring countries, the latest wave in a 
decades-long flow of refugees from Myanmar –mostly passing through Bangladesh before 
moving onto countries like Thailand and Indonesia. In order to cross the border into 
Bangladesh, they must hire smugglers or bribe border guards to let them through, as 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
13 http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/08/government-dismisses-claims-abuse-rohingya-170806095548889.html  
14 http://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-asia-35457290/why-does-military-still-keep-25-of-the-seats-myanmar-
parliament  
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Bangladesh has not granted refugee status to the Rohingya since 1992. By November 2016, 
registered Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh’s Kutupalong and Nayapara camps numbered in 
the 30 thousands.15  The total number of Rohingya refugees in Southeast Asia is impossible to 
determine, as they are spread out over villages, slums and camps in several nations. UNHCR 
estimates that over 168,000 fled Myanmar in the years since 2012,16 noting that refugees’ 
plight does not end when they are free of Myanmar’s instability and desperation. Even in 
nations where they are not the target of violence, they remain highly vulnerable.  

 
Conditions in camps are deplorable: even prior to the new wave of migrants resulting from 
the most recent military backlash, severe malnutrition and disease ran rampant, and 
overcrowding was a concern. Additionally, a lack of educational and economic opportunities 
for the displaced, undocumented Rohingya make it exceedingly difficult for them to escape 
poverty and support themselves. As few sanitary measures are taken and medical facilities are 
few and far between, outbreaks of diseases like cholera are common but treatment is rare. 
When treatment is available, it is not always considered a viable option: refugees injured by 
gunfire when fleeing Myanmar avoid seeking medical care at nearby clinics due to the threat 
of deportation and forced return.  

 
Bangladesh in particular has pushed back on Burmese refugees. As of March 2017, the densely 
populated nation had decided to relocate tens of thousands of Rohingya refugees to an 
uninhabitable, flooding-prone island. Amnesty International reported that, in the span of one 
week, Bangladesh Border Guards were responsible for detaining and forcibly relocating 
hundreds of refugees.17 Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia have also rejected Burmese refugees 
in the past, redirecting boats back to sea rather than allowing them to land. Forcible return 
violates international law regarding non-refoulement, which prohibits forced return of people 
to a place where they risk becoming victim to severe human rights violations.  

 
Those who escape deportation are no better off. Undocumented and lacking legal rights, they 
are a population highly vulnerable to exploitation and abuse. Recent events in nations with 
sizeable numbers of Rohingya refugees have raised concerns about the treatment of Rohingya 
outside of Myanmar, with a human trafficking case revealed after mass graves were uncovered 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
15!https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/11/bangladesh-pushes-back-rohingya-refugees-amid-collective-
punishment-in-myanmar/  
16!http://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2017/5/590990ff4/168000-rohingya-likely-fled-myanmar-since-2012-unhcr-
report.html  
17!https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/11/bangladesh-pushes-back-rohingya-refugees-amid-collective-
punishment-in-myanmar/ 
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in Thailand. Rape and sexual violence against Rohingya women are also common, due to their 
inability to communicate with authorities for fear of detention and deportation. 

 

United Nations Involvement 
 
As the international community has remained detached from the situation, direct United 
Nations involvement in the situation has been minimal, limited to meetings, statements and 
reports. In August 2013, a UN High Commission on Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman 
reiterated a previous “call for peaceful dialogue and confidence-building between the 
(internally displaced persons) and government,” to no avail. Additionally, the High 
Commissioner for Refugees has met with Burmese state officials on the subject of 
humanitarian access in the states of Kachin and Rakhine, where the Rohingya have been 
hardest hit. Most recently, the UN sent Yanghee Lee, special rapporteur on human rights in 
Myanmar, to the aforementioned states in January 2017. During her 12- day visit to the 
country, she collected information in order to present a report to the General Assembly in 
October 2017. This report followed documents previously released by UNHCR, such as the 
February 2017 Flash Report on Interviews with Rohingyas fleeing from Myanmar since 9 
October 2016. 

 
The UNGA’s Third Committee has approved a series of draft resolutions concerning the 
situation of human rights in Myanmar, including but not limited to UNGA Resolution 50/194 
in 1996, and UNGA Resolution 62/222 in 2008. While most of these resolutions, particularly 
the older ones, fail to mention the Rohingya explicitly, they include clauses that apply directly 
to the situation at hand. Some of the most updated resolutions, such as the latest, UNGA 
Resolution 70/233 of 2015, do dedicate sections to the plight of the Rohingya. However, as of 
yet the UNGA has not approved a Rohingya-specific resolution, nor has it released one since 
the escalation of the situation in October 2016. They are, from Myanmar’s perspective, “a 
‘yearly ritual’ meant to ratchet up political pressure under the pretext of promoting and 
protecting human rights.”18 

Past UN resolutions applicable to the situation at hand include the UNHCR’s 1951 Refugee 
Convention, as well as the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Declaration on 
the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities 
(A/RES/47/135) outlines many of the rights violated in Myanmar’s treatment of its Rohingya 
minority. The Note on Non-Refoulement (EC/SCP/2) is also relevant to the refugee crisis 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
18 https://www.un.org/press/en/2013/gashc4091.doc.htm  
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portion of the issue, as it elaborates on international law regarding forcible return in the case 
of refugees.  

 

Possible Solutions  
 
International Pressure 
International pressure has been effective in the past, causing Myanmar to shut down illegal 
and highly dangerous migration via boat of refugees to Malaysia and Southern Thailand in 
2015. Prior to that, it helped create political reform in Myanmar during the Thein Sein 
administration. In Myanmar, sanctions have historically been intended to “press the Burmese 
military to relinquish power and embrace reforms,”19 which could be useful considering the 
Burmese military’s role in persecution of the Rohingya.  
 
International pressure would be used most efficiently to shift governmental policies, 
generating citizenship for the Rohingya in Myanmar in order to increase their legal 
protections, as well as reducing military impunity. This could be done through targeted 
sanctions, which aim directly at specific organizations or individuals in order to reduce 
collateral damage to the populace. Human Rights Watch has recommended that “the US and 
other governments should retain restrictions on military assistance and training, and make 
increases in bilateral and multilateral assistance conditional on key reforms and military 
withdrawal from civilian government.”20 Sanctions have been criticized for being too 
unilateral, and are typically a longer-term solution that risk unintended consequences. 
However, they are a plausible method of upholding the human rights conventions violated by 
Myanmar’s current policies.  

 
Investigations 
The Burmese government has, as of yet, failed to conduct an impartial and comprehensive 
investigation into alleged abuses; findings of its internal investigation are inconsistent with 
those of the UN and Human Rights Watch. As such, an international or regional investigation 
might yield more credible results, thus enabling the international community to make more 
informed decisions regarding the situation. Additionally, information collected by a third 
party could help hold the Burmese military accountable for its actions. The pitfall to this is 
that Myanmar possesses and exercises the power to block entry to members of such 
investigations, claiming that such missions would worsen affairs in the Rakhine state.  This is 
closely tied to the Burmese government’s denial of nearly all allegations, and is unlikely to 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
19 https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/09/06/burma-us-should-retain-key-sanctions  
20 Ibid.  
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change. For this reason, the creation of an investigative commission cannot stand alone as a 
solution.  

 
Recommendation to the Security Council  
Should the situation be determined legally appropriate, the Third Committee could make a 
recommendation to the UN Security Council for a peacekeeping mission to be sent to the 
Rakhine State. Peacekeeping has been successful in the case of ethnic conflicts, such as in 
Burundi, where it bolstered recovery from a civil war. However, recently peacekeeping has 
come under fire for its own impunity for crimes including child sex rings and rape, suggesting 
that reform of the UN’s own system is required before it sends forces into an area with such a 
vulnerable population. This solution is one that appears deceptively simple, yet has seen its 
own share of failures and would require Myanmar to consent to the mission. Therefore, 
although it may be considered an option, it is certainly not a blanket solution and requires 
governmental cooperation at a level that has not yet been reached.  

 

Bloc Positions  
 
Asia 
With Southeast Asia the centre of the refugee crisis, many Asian countries are directly affected 
by Rohingya persecution. Protests against the violence have sparked in Muslim-majority 
nations like Indonesia and Bangladesh, which also host thousands upon thousands of 
Rohingya refugees. A fundamental principle of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) is that its members avoid criticising one another over internal affairs; however, this 
situation seems to be an exception. Malaysia in particular has called for action in the face of 
Rohingya genocide, also concerned about Muslim radicalization should ISIL infiltrate the 
Rohingya. 
 
Meanwhile, in line with its own hard stance on Muslims, China has spoken in favor of 
allowing Myanmar to make independent decisions without international interference. It 
opposed a UN Security Council statement on the violence in Myanmar, in a meeting called by 
the United Kingdom. This statement would have “noted with concern renewed fighting in 
some parts of the country and stressed the importance of humanitarian access to all effected 
(sic) areas." 21 
 
  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
21 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-un-idUSKBN16O2J6  
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North America 

Months before the October 2016 attacks, the US State Department released a statement failing 
to qualify the situation as genocide, although “‘gravely concerned’ about abuses against the 
Rohingya.”22 In fact, days before the attacks the US lifted sanctions on Myanmar, despite 
human rights groups concerned about the loss of leverage over the powerful military 
responsible for much of the anti-Rohingya violence. More recently, the US did speak in favor 
of allowing a fact-finding mission to investigate crimes against Myanmar’s Rohingya after the 
Burmese government announced a refusal of entry.  
 
Prior to the 2012 shutdown of a resettlement program for refugees via Bangladesh, Canada 
and the United States were among the world’s top three Rohingya asylum providers.23 The 
United States is becoming more resistant to refugee resettlement under its current 
administration; on the contrary, Canada has maintained a message of welcome to those 
fleeing “persecution, terror and war.”24 

 
Europe 
The European Union (EU) has consistently favored placing political pressure on the Burmese 
government in order to produce results for the human rights situation. Having been vocal in 
favor of the aforementioned investigative mission, this places it at odds with Myanmar’s 
preference for a more cooperative method of addressing the situation. As such, it has also 
headed multiple country-specific resolutions targeting Burmese human rights –wholly against 
Myanmar’s preferences. However, the EU has also made compromises with the Southeast 
Asian nation’s government, stating that, like the government, they would avoid using the term 
“Rohingya.” This was a move Rohingya activists viewed as a denial of their existence and 
identity; nonetheless, the EU believes that avoiding “polarising terminology” will “give 
political space to initiatives to gradually find a solution to this protracted issue.” 
 
Africa and South America 
In Africa, Islam-dominated nations like Algeria, Somalia and Sudan likely to condemn 
Rohingya persecution in the same manner that Asian nations with similar religious 
composition did. Nations like Rwanda are deeply familiar with ethnic cleansing and its effects; 
additionally, Muslims in the Central African Republic face extensive persecution that has yet 
to see resolution, although UN peacekeepers have been deployed to the country. 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
22 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rights-usa-idUSKCN0WN26B  
23 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-bangladesh-idUSKBN15V1OJ  
24 http://globalnews.ca/news/3212041/justin-trudeau-refugees-donald-trump-travel-ban/  
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With regards to South America, Brazil has expressed support for an investigation into the 
Burmese government’s alleged crimes against humanity and genocide. No South or Central 
American nations have Muslim majority populations; in fact, religious persecution here 
centers more around Christians.  

 

Discussion Questions  
 

1.)!What does your country’s voting record look like with regards to past Myanmar 
human rights resolutions? Does it provide any reasoning for voting so? 

2.)!How has your nation traditionally responded to similar migrant situations? What are 
your nation’s refugee and resettlement policies? 

3.)!What steps, if any, can the international community take to ensure the safety and 
protection of the Rohingya while respecting Burmese sovereignty? 

4.)! If your nation is directly involved in the crisis, which relevant documents is it bound 
to? How can it improve adherence to international human rights standards?  

5.)!Does your nation have a history of ethnic conflict or cleansing? What are its policies 
regarding this? 

6.)!How can the long-term prospects of the Rohingya be improved, to cease their decades-
old cycle of persecution and flight? 
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