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Letter from the Directors 
 
Dear delegates, 
 
My name is Enya Ho, and I am honoured to serve as one of the Directors for the Non-
Governmental Organization Programme. I am a Grade 12 student at Little Flower Academy 
and have been a part of MUN for four years. Ever since I stepped foot into my first 
conference, MUN has been a significant part of my life. I've been introduced to so many 
amazing people, and I hope I can encourage you to make new friends this conference as well.  
 
My name is Kevin Zhu, and I will also be serving as one of your Directors for the Non-
Governmental Organization Programme. I am finishing up my final year of IB at Semiahmoo 
Secondary and attended my first Model UN conference in Grade 9 where I instantly fell in 
love with the concept. I hope you will find Model UN as life-changing as I did, especially after 
attending this committee 
   
A fast-paced committee for delegates interested in both the debate of MUN and the written 
aspects of the International Press Corps, the Non-Governmental Organization Programme is 
perfect for those seeking an exciting challenge. It is a relatively new concept conceived from 
the idea of a hybrid between more traditional, debate-oriented MUN and specialty 
committees such as IPC. Delegates will have the opportunity to debate in committees and act 
as a reporter writing articles on behalf of their NGO.     
 
This committee is perfect for delegates who want to try the best of both worlds.  Delegates 
must be able to keep up with different committees and varying flows of debate. The points you 
make on behalf of your NGO could change the entire perspective on a situation, and your 
speeches have the chance to offer a real solution to global issues. The articles you write could 
directly impact the flow of debate in other committees, and as an NGO, you have the 
opportunity to represent the citizens who support you.  
 
We wish you luck in researching your NGO, debating in committee sessions, and writing 
articles. We look forward to meeting you all at CAHSMUN 2018. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Enya Ho and Kevin Zhu  
Directors of NGO—CAHSMUN 2018 
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Committee Description 
 
The Non-Governmental Organization Programme (NGO Programme) acts as a hybrid 
between what delegates typically think of as a "traditional" Model United Nations experience 
and what journalists do in the International Press Corps committee, blending both 
discussions through verbal debate and the publishing of written articles. As a result, delegates 
can contribute to a committee’s diplomatic discussion both verbally and through articles. 

In the NGO Programme, delegates will represent their respective Non-Governmental 
Organization and participate in the committee debates where their NGO can present 
meaningful contributions to the flow and content of the discussion. Additionally, NGO 
delegates will be required to author an article through the lens of their NGO on what was 
accomplished by them during each committee session. Only by swaying debate in their favour 
may NGO delegates complete their agendas. 

Committee sessions for NGO delegates will be both fun and frantic: delegates must actively 
partake in debate while also composing an article about the discussion in relation to their 
agenda. As part of the NGO, delegates can not only influence a committee based on the 
articles written - delegates can also directly change the course of a committee by participating 
in the debate, creating alliances with other delegations, and by adding input into resolution 
papers. 

 

Conference Preparation 
 
Understanding the writing styles, bias, and having general knowledge of the NGO to be 
represented is vital to the success of each delegate. Details have been provided for the 
completion of a position paper to help with research and preparation. Position papers are not 
mandatory but required if a delegate wishes to be considered for an award.    
 
Part 1: Your Position Paper 
Please write a page (between 400-600 words) explaining and describing your NGO. This can 
be treated as an “ordinary” position paper and formatted as such. You must include: 
 

●! General history and background information about your NGO (its agenda, ideals, 
morals, motto, when and why it was formed, etc.) 
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●! The main issues your NGO is trying to solve and general history between your NGO 
and the issue (How are they attempting to solve the issue?  Has it been successful so 
far? Etc.) 

●! Other information that may aid you in understanding your NGO. 
 
All sources and quotations must be cited in either MLA or Chicago format. 
 
Part 2: Your First Article 
Please write an article, between 350 to 500 words, on any international issue in which your 
NGO is involved.  It must be written in the tone of your NGO, and feel free to incorporate the 
research done in Part 1 into your article.  You must include: 
  

●! General history and background information about the issue (When it happened, 
where it happened, important political figures involved, etc.) 

●! Events leading up to the situation  
●! Descriptions of involvement from the United Nations, Non-Governmental 

Organizations, countries and states, and/or other organizations (if there is no history 
of involvement, please state that within your article) 

●! History of your NGO's relationship with the issue (When your NGO became involved, 
why your NGO became involved, what your NGO has done relating to the issue, how 
the issue has affected your NGO, etc.) 

 
This article is practice for the many others you will be writing during the conference.  After 
submission, we will reply with feedback as soon as possible.  Do not feel worried when it 
comes to writing and submitting your articles - we are non-judgmental and embrace each 
article with a positive spirit.  As well, please cite all sources and quotations in either MLA or 
Chicago format.  
 
Additional Tips for Writing a News Article 

●! Writing in an active voice will have a greater impact than writing in a passive voice. 
The active voice gives a more direct connection between the article and the reader 
since the verb is more closely associated with the subject. 

○! Do not hesitate to check out this website if you are unsure about the difference 
between a passive and active voice: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/539/02/  

●! Remember your audience. Most of the people reading your articles will be delegates at 
the conference - fellow teenagers. Most high school students won’t be tempted to read 
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your entire article unless it piques their interest. Try to add a bit of “you” into your 
articles, discerning it from any other articles written on the same topic as yours.   

○! Ensure that your articles are not too long or too complicated. A shorter, more 
concise article will always have more interested readers over a long, intricately-
detailed one. 

●! Be confident. Be proud of what you’ve written, and if your article isn’t up to your 
standards - rewrite it until it is. If you’re having trouble coming up with an idea or a 
topic, do not hesitate to ask us for advice. Be confident in your article, because it shows 
in your writing.  

●! Have fun! Enjoy the process of turning the words you hear into words on paper and 
write about topics that you are passionate about.   

 
 


