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Letter from the Director 
 
Dear delegates, 
 
Congratulations on deciding to be part of the greatest committee to hit the conference floor! 
My name is David Ni and I have the pleasure of serving as the director of the Non-Aligned 
Movement. Currently in my junior year at St George’s School, the subject of politics has 
attracted me since a tender age. With many tales and experiences under my belt, I can 
wholeheartedly say that this will be a weekend of diplomacy and debate you will remember. 

 
Delegates of the Non-Aligned Movement will be discussing and debating two of the most 
notorious problems that have plagued the developing world: the impacts of neocolonialism on 
member states and managing corporate and government corruption in developing countries. 
Tackling issues like poverty and oppression will prove to be an eye-opening and unique 
learning experience.  
 
By its very nature, neocolonialism has been a source of great progress and technological 
development for some countries and a source of oppression and resentment for others. From 
the point of view of a more economically developed colonizer, neocolonialism has reaped 
economic stimulation and political presence; however, for developing states, this is a 
completely different story. While neocolonialism can bring in advancement for the local 
communities, it has caused growing economies to become an enslaved worker turning out 
resources and manufactured goods for powerful corporations and influential governments.  
 
The second topic on managing political and corporate corruption addresses an antediluvian 
sin that has been pervasive since the genesis of mankind. While it may seem like a colossal 
task to tackle such an age old question, I believe that if delegates unite together under the 
Non-Aligned Movement banner, we can tackle any dilemma that heads our way. 
 
As this is a brand new committee with new nuances, feel free to contact me with any inquiries 
or concerns. On behalf of my dais, I am pleased to welcome you to the Non-Aligned 
Movement at CAHSMUN 2018. 

 
Yours cordially, 
 
David Ni 
Director of NAM—CAHSMUN 2018 
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 Committee Description 
 

Founded after the disintegration of the imperial colonial era1 and at the climax of the Cold 
War, the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) became an opportunity for governments who have 
long been oppressed by a greater force to unite together to fight for the betterment of their 
people. Created as the antithesis to the superpower blocs forged by the Cold War, the Non-
Aligned Movement does not formally side with any global superpower but has instead 
attempted to seek assistance from each other's ranks. 

 
In many ways, parallels can be drawn between the Non-Aligned Movement and the United 
Nations; however, having an organization dedicated to the less wealthy nations does come 
with inherent benefits. Statistically, the bulk of southern nations lack the infrastructure and 
political power of its Northern counterparts such as the European Union and the USA; 
henceforth, issues such as neo-colonialism, political independence, and national security that 
are relevant and pertinent to Non-Aligned Movement countries are left out in organizations 
such as the United Nations. Because the Non-Aligned Movement has been so traditionally 
neglected, it takes responsibility in its own affairs to create a better world for themselves.  

 
Yugoslavia’s Josip Broz Tito, India’s Jawaharlal Nehru, Indonesia’s Sukarno, Egypt’s Gamal 
Abdul Nasser and Ghana’s Kwame Nkrumah were the original founding fathers of NAM in 
1961. Since then, the Non-Aligned Movement has been a leading force in the struggle for 
decolonization of Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Following the mission statement outlined 
in the Havana Declaration of 1979, the official animus of Non-Aligned Movement is to: 

 
“preserve the national independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and security of 
non-aligned countries” in their “attempt to eliminate imperialism, colonialism, neo-
colonialism, apartheid, racism, and all forms of expansionism, foreign occupation, 
domination, or hegemony.”2 

 
As of 2012, the Non-Aligned Movement consists of 120 member states and 15 observer 
nations - more than 55% of the global population. The actions of the Non-Aligned Movement 
are lead by five principles inspired by Sino-Indian relations standards called Panchsheel:3 
mutual respect for each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty; mutual nonaggression; 
mutual noninterference in each other’s internal affairs; equality and cooperation for mutual 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
1 http://www.history.ac.uk/makinghistory/resources/articles/imperial_post_colonial_history.html 
2 http://cns.miis.edu/nam/documents/Official_Document/6th_Summit_FD_Havana_Declaration_1979_Whole.pdf 
3 http://www.india.com/news/india/what-is-panchsheel-pact-all-you-need-to-know-2298469/ 
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benefit; and peaceful co-existence.4 Although official summits are held every 3-5 years, and 
there have only been 17 summits, the Non-Aligned Movement has contributed to profound 
global changes for the better. The Non-Aligned Movement has partaken in cooperation with 
the Group of 77,5 self-determination of Western Sahara, and research into sustainable 
development. Whether it has been defending the sovereign rights of countries who are not 
able to stand up for themselves or handling a panoply of global issues, the Non-Aligned 
Movement has been crucial in securing the prosperity of its member states.  
 

Topic A: The Impacts of Neocolonialism on Member States 
Overview  
 
Although neocolonialism is far from an ancient practice, it has roots dating back more than 
four centuries in the notorious practice known as colonialism. First coined by President of 
Ghana Kwame Nkrumah in the 1960s,6 neocolonialism quickly became symbolic of the 
political abuse and manipulation of under-developed and developing countries in the hands 
of developed countries.  Formally defined as “the continuation of the economic model of 
colonialism after a colonized territory has achieved formal political independence”7 
neocolonialism, with the inclusion of multinational corporations, has evolved into the greatest 
menace of the 21st century. 

 
The notion of neocolonialism stems from multiple schools of thought. Ranging from Marxist 
ideologies to the dependency theory,8 the combination of different political views has 
synthesized into what we can now identify as neocolonialism and reasons as to why this 
phenomenon has both plagued and aided much of the developing world.  

 
Largely due to the infrastructure set by Marxist-Leninist thought in regards to their 
commentary on the faults of capitalism, neocolonialism was able to be picked up by hundreds 
of political commentators in the coming century. The second school of thought is the 
dependency theory. First popularized by Raul Prebisch in the 1960s, the principle concept of 
the theory lies in the idea that the welfare of developed countries is propelled by the 
exploitation of underdeveloped and developing countries. The theory explains that as the core 
starts to increase their connection with the affairs of the periphery, the core will be 
increasingly abusive in the form of extreme marginalization towards the periphery. The 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
4 http://e-nnw.com/nam-and-principles-of-panchsheel-peaceful-co-existence/ 
5 http://www.g77.org/ 
6 https://www.marxists.org/subject/africa/nkrumah/neo-colonialism/ 
7 http://www.encyclopedia.com/history/modern-europe/ancient-history-middle-ages-and-feudalism/colonialism 
8 https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/d715/82f1a87a914036b3af3696b2be5e8411a7c8.pdf 
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dependency theory is often associated as an explanation for the lackluster development of 
Latin America especially during the 1960s. The theory suggests that due to the unconscionable 
contracted created by richer countries; the countries of Latin America are unable to sustain a 
positive balance of payment. Over the course of decades of one-sided trade, the Latino 
countries are prevented from becoming a competitive country on the global market. Similarly, 
in a study by Walter Rodney titled “How Europe Underdeveloped Africa,”9 similar strategies 
were used to subjugate and manipulate countries of postcolonial Africa. With the 
combination of these two theories, the foundation of an understanding of neocolonialism can 
be found. While western powers such as the United States and many European nations are 
infamous for being perpetrators of neocolonialism, multinational organizations are important 
actors often neglected on the modern stage. Although with the increasing recognition of the 
faults of neocolonialism countries are starting to advocate for a mutually beneficial form of 
trade, it is the multinational corporations that have now barred the torch of exploitation with 
their continual propagation of this violent rampage.   

 
A crisis looms over the member states of the Non-Aligned Movement; if left unaddressed this 
specter will inevitably consume the victims of its haunting. This session of the Non-Aligned 
Movement is the opportunity for mistreated countries to come together and redefine their 
position in the world for the better. 
 

Timeline 
 

1400s – During the period of Portuguese exploration, sailors discovered Cape Verde and 
many other African countries marking the beginning of a period of Europe’s rapid 
exploration of the globe. 

 
1870s-1914 – Identified as the period between the opening of the Suez Canal and the 
beginning of World War I, an era known as “New Imperialism” is characterized by almost half 
a decade of aggressive occupation and claiming of overseas territories by the European 
powers.10 

 
1881-1914 – An era known as the “Scramble for Africa”11 saw the expansion, partitioning, 
and exploitation of Africa and its indigenous population in the hands of European 
conquerors.  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
9 http://abahlali.org/files/3295358-walter-rodney.pdf 
10 https://www.britannica.com/topic/New-Imperialism 
11 http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-colonization-of-africa.html 
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1904-1908 – In the conflict known as the Herero Wars and the Maji-Maji Rebellion, the first 
signs of African resistance came in the German colonies of German South-West Africa and 
German East Africa after the native population attempted to revolt against the Europeans. 

 
November 19 1926 – the creation of the Commonwealth of Nations and the rise of self-
determination for satellite states marked the start of decolonization of the British Empire.  

 
August 14 1941 – In the Atlantic Charter British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and the 
United States President Franklin D. Roosevelt proposed a provision which sought autonomy 
for all imperial colonies.12 

 
1947 – India and Pakistan are granted independence from the British Empire marking the 
end of more than 450 years of British governance in Asia. 

 
December 16-19 1957 – Six European governments established the European Common 
Market allowing for their overseas territories to be included in European trade. This 
agreement has been seen as a pivotal moment in which military influence over Africa started 
to transition into economic influence from the European countries.  

 
1945-1960 – More than three dozen states in Africa and Asia obtained their own sovereignty 
from the grasps of the European superpowers13 

 
1960s – President of Ghana, Kwame Nkrumah coined the term neocolonialism in the 1963 
preambulatory clause of the Organization of African Unity Charter.14 
  
1961 – The Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries officially 
established the Non-Aligned Movement in Belgrade.   

 
2009 – Shell was sued for orchestrating the massacre of the Ogoni people who were living on 
the area Shell wanted to mine from. Although the case was settled out of court, numerous 
leaked accounts and memos exposed Shell for paying the Nigerian military to kill the Ogoni 
people.15 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
12 http://web.ics.purdue.edu/~wggray/Teaching/His300/Handouts/Atlantic-Charter.pdf 
13 http://sites.middlebury.edu/global60s/2013/09/26/africa-decolonization-timeline-2/ 
14 http://www.internationaldemocracywatch.org/index.php/african-union-treaties-and-protocols/156-charter-of-
organization-of-african-unity-1963 
15 Joseph Mclaren, A Political Assessment: Genocide in Nigeria: The Ogoni Tragedy 
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Historical Analysis 
 
The fates of the victims of colonialism were sealed the moment the European settlers landed 
on their beaches. Starting in the 16th century and lasting until the mid 20th century, the 
European colonial period quickly became a notorious symbol of what is to come for the 
European colonies in Africa, the Americas, and Asia. At the inception of the period, the 
European powers employed a policy of mercantilism16 whereby trade and policies were for the 
most part mutually beneficial. During the three centuries that the mercantile practices were 
widespread among powerful European nations, kingdoms would promote trade and 
development in areas such as Africa, the Americas, the Caribbean, and Asia. For the most 
part, the treaties and agreements created were mostly considered positive improvements on 
the lives of the aboriginal people. European countries would enter the resource country and 
conduct expeditions to extract, purchase, and export key resources such as agricultural goods, 
mineral goods, and labour inside the country. In exchange for the raw material and labour, 
European countries would process the raw resources into refined goods; examples include 
lumber to paper and metal to machinery. After refining the raw material into usable tools and 
supplies, the countries would sell it back to the original state. Through mercantilism, the 
satellite state would benefit in two ways: economically and socially.  
 
When a European country purchased and exported goods from a satellite country, the 
European country assisted in stimulating the local economy, obtaining the resources that 
would not be obtained otherwise. In turn, they gave back processed goods that would be 
beneficial in establishing a prosperous and flourishing economy in the future. Socially, the 
arrival of the Europeans also offered material and machinery that were previously 
unobtainable because of either lack of technology or lack of funds to develop the projects.  
 
However, as time passed and the foreign powers began to dig their roots deep into the 
indigenous societies, the policies shifted into an aggressive takeover. By the mid-1800s, 
empires like Britain resorted to what we would commonly refer to as colonialism.17 Starting in 
the 16th century and lasting until the mid 20th century, the period known as the European 
colonial period became a notorious symbol of what was to come for the European colonies in 
Africa, the Americas, and Asia.  
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
16 https://www.britannica.com/topic/mercantilism 
17 https://www.britannica.com/topic/colonialism 



CAHSMUN 2018  NAM Backgrounder A 7 
!

On August 14 1941, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and United States President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the Atlantic Charter18- an act that would later become a key 
factor in the independence of colonized states. While Roosevelt was very keen on pushing for 
self-determination, he was hesitant on pressuring Britain during the war.  The treaty was not 
intended to apply to British colonies in Asia and Africa; however, the acknowledgement of the 
rights to self-determination sparked hopes of independence for many colonial state leaders. 
Robert E. Sherwood, Roosevelt’s speechwriter noted “it was not long before the people of 
India, Burma, Malaya, and Indonesia were beginning to ask if the Atlantic Charter extended 
also to the Pacific and to Asia in general.” In the coming decade, countries in Africa, Asia, and 
South America began the long and arduous journey of seeking their own independence. 
Starting in 1945, the two decades saw more than 36 countries reach their own sovereignty; 
however, achieving said sovereignty would come at a hefty cost for some countries.  
 
While very few countries were able to transition into a semi-successful government, the 
majority of states fell into political turmoil and internal conflicts. Countries such as Uganda, 
Libya, Nigeria, and Chad, were all victims of this new found freedom. In the beginning, many 
African countries sought a democratically elected leader; however, as this quickly faded, 
countries started to see several decades of military coups and rebellions. This was largely due 
to the inexperience and corruptibility of high government officials. Although there are cases 
such as Singapore, where government leaders were able to maintain a strict moral code for the 
rest of the government, the corrupt behaviour of political leaders trickled down to all 
members of the government.  
 
With the lack of political presence to monitor corporations, notorious violators such as Shell, 
FIFA, and the Freeport Company can violate human rights regulations. During the reign of 
former President Muhammad Suharto (1968-1998), Indonesia witnessed two of the most 
brutal genocides in recorded history.19 Killing half a million and imprisoning as many as 1.5 
million people, Suharto had been branded the most corrupt man to ever live. In an attempt to 
maintain claim over his position, Suharto sold the mining rights to the area known as West 
Papau to the Freeport Company.20 In doing so, the Freeport Company not only supported a 
brutal regime perpetuated by a post-colonial power vacuum, the corporation also indirectly 
caused the genocide of the locals of West Papua.21 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
18 http://web.ics.purdue.edu/~wggray/Teaching/His300/Handouts/Atlantic-Charter.pdf 
19 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/obituaries/suharto-former-dictator-of-indonesia-who-presided-over-three-
decades-of-growth-ndash-and-a-corrupt-774884.html 
20 http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2011/08/201182814172453998.html 
21 https://www.cnbc.com/2015/12/10/freeport-indonesian-scandal-shows-need-for-transparency.html 
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With most of the postcolonial states in shambles, many member states of the Non-Aligned 
movement became a bleeding ground where corruption ran rampant, dictators ruled with 
fear, and the economy in either stagnation of perpetual decline. The wounds of colonialism 
are deep in these states, and while media exposure has lead to a decrease in government 
perpetrated abuse, multinational corporations have substituted the foreign government’s role 
in furthering human rights infractions.  
 

Current Situation 
 
Many ex-colonial nations are less than stable. Forced to deal with external threats of terrorism 
and internal rebellions, governments simply do not have the resources or attention to deal 
with the impacts of neocolonialism. Although corruption is deeply correlated to human rights 
infractions, its impacts and solutions should be discussed more deeply in the second topic. 
Nevertheless, politically, there is another factor that has become detrimental to the 
development of national independence and stability: foreign aid. Foreign aid has always been 
seen as a form of salvation for countries desperately in need of financial support; however, this 
ray of light has created many unintentional backlashes. The current effect of neocolonialism is 
defined by three factors: politics, economics, and social impacts. 
 
Tanzania 
In the last two decades, Tanzania has received $26.85 billion in foreign aid. As Tanzania has 
transitioned from a single party state to a multi-party state, the country has grown to become 
a far more democratic nation. This, among other factors, helps rank it as a comparatively 
more successful postcolonial country. Nonetheless, this has created a dangerous degree of 
reliance on foreign donations and the conditions that tag along. Due to this unhealthy 
dynamic, Tanzania suffers from two structural weak points. Firstly, the excess of donations 
has created a reliance on the money for continuation of many government programs. As 
donations have almost always been conditional, the government has no option but to follow 
the will of the donors. For example, in 2003 the government abolished the “levy tax”. 
Although the abolition was heavily supported by the donors, the levy tax directly funded 
municipal government. Now the municipalities have to seek funds from the central 
government who punish regions that do not support the current leading party.22 Despite the 
good intentions of the donors, the unintended consequences receded existing checks and 
balances in the government.23 Secondly, the donation results in unintentional corrupt 
practices. While donations help fund infrastructure like the judicial system, political parties, 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
22 https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/8816?show=full 
23 https://unu.edu/publications/articles/unintended-consequences-of-foreign-aid-tanzania.html 
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and the media, the act also empowers the executives of these bodies. Therefore, groups are less 
able to hold their government accountable because of its connection with their main source of 
income: donations. With $573.33 million of funds available, Tanzania has to focus the 
funding on economic development and away from reliance on foreign aid.24 Although these 
are symptoms that Tanzania has suffered, many other member states of the Non-Aligned 
Movement suffer the same crisis because of the unsustainable political practice of over-
reliance on foreign aid.  
  
Multinational corporations  
Multinational corporations have had an overall negative effect on underdeveloped countries; 
however, at the core of the economic problem lays a government unable to push for fair prices 
and regulate business practices. Whether it is trade with foreign governments or corporations 
both the business owners and governments lack the knowledge on what the market price 
should be and how to push for fair prices. As a result, corporations are able to swoop in and 
monopolize local economies and land. A famous case came in 2009 between South Korea’s 
Daewoo Logistics Corporation (DLC) and the government of Madagascar’. The Malagasy 
government was on the verge of signing a 99-year agreement to sell almost half of 
Madagascar’s arable land so that DLC could grow cash crops and food to ship back to South 
Korea.25 Although the agreement collapsed after claims of “neo-colonialist practices” arose, 
this is only one of the examples of aggressive conquest based on the exploitation of corrupt 
governments.26  
 
Although rich governments have historically been cited as the assailants of neocolonialism, as 
the 21st century became an era of rapid growth for companies and entrepreneurs, 
multinational corporations have started to become a rising problem for underdeveloped 
countries. While many governments are obligated to follow the jurisdictions and laws of its 
own country, multinational corporations have little to no obligation and their footprint has 
resulted in ecological, environmental, and humanitarian disasters for the native people. Due 
to the increased media attention on the subject matter, the punishable acts of these foreign 
corporations have finally been noticed by the general public; however, little action is being 
taken against this atrocious act. It is estimated that over 122 million children between the ages 
of 5-14 work instead of enrolling in school.27 Child labour in manufacturing and agricultural 
industries has been a benchmark indicating the nefarious acts being committed around the 
world. Ranging from labour abuse to resource exploitation, the adverse effects of 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
24 http://africanworldpolitics.site.wesleyan.edu/2016/10/20/aid-in-tanzania/ 
25 https://www.farmlandgrab.org/post/view/2581-madagascar-south-korean-land-deal-sparks-controversy 
26 https://www.ft.com/content/6e894c6a-b65c-11dd-89dd-0000779fd18c 
27 http://www.ilo.org/asia/areas/child-labour/lang--en/index.htm 
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multinational corporations can be seen in the accumulation of decades of unsustainable 
development and perceptual underdevelopment in African, Asian, and South American 
countries.    
 
However, it is also crucial to note the employment and technological advancement 
opportunities that arise from foreign corporations. Especially in developing countries, 
employment opportunities can be scarce. Simply attempting to employ an entire nation with 
local businesses can be a daunting task; therefore, multinational corporations can fulfill the 
high demand for jobs with their large scale operations. Despite the fact that workers are often 
mistreated and underpaid, an argument can be made that having a source of income, no 
matter how minute, is better than having none.  
 
In addition, when a multinational corporation commits excessive funds to research and 
development, the foreign branches or factories of the corporation also benefit. According to 
data from a study conducted by the University of Oxford’s Department of Economics, plants 
in Indonesia that obtained foreign direct investment (FDI) were 13.5% more efficient and 
produced more goods than that of its counterpart that did not receive any FDI.28  Moreover, 
there is abundant proof that supports the claim that the demonstration effect is also applicable 
for foreign firms to indigenous firms.29 Demonstration effect is when an indigenous firm 
receives knowledge on innovations by observing the actions of foreign firms. By mimicking 
the managerial and corporate strategies of more experienced firms, inexperienced firms are 
able to implement tested methods without having to experience the burden of encountering 
such actions. 
 
With this tangle of benefits and harms, it is especially important for the Non-Aligned 
Movement to decide upon path in which all member states can partake in. With the member 
states united, there is a new hope for what the Non-Aligned Movement can achieve. 
 

Non-Aligned Movement Involvement 
 
Having been forged out of the disdain for imperialism, the Non-Aligned Movement has 
spearheaded the freedom for ex-colonial states all around the world.30 As a result of the Non-
Aligned Movement’s summits and the resolutions produced as a result of bilateral discussions 
that took place, the world is one step closer to global peace. Subsidiaries of NAM include a 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
28 https://ideas.repec.org/a/eee/inecon/v79y2009i1p42-53.html 
29 http://www.sciedu.ca/journal/index.php/wje/article/view/3638 
30 http://mea.gov.in/in-focus-article.htm?20349/History+and+Evolution+of+NonAligned+Movement 
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Task Force on Somalia, Committee on Palestine, and the Standing Ministerial Committee for 
Economic Cooperation. Through these programs, the Non-Aligned Movement has shown its 
dedication to reducing the impacts of decolonization. 
 
Puerto Rico 
Prior to 1961, Puerto Rico was the first Spanish settlement in the “New World”; eventually 
becoming an island of the United States in 1898.31In 1914, the Puerto Rican House of 
Delegates voted unanimously for separation from the United States; however, it was rejected 
by the U.S. Congress stating that the act was “unconstitutional.”32 Despite the disappointment, 
in 1961, the Non-Aligned Movement openly advocated for the self-determination of Puerto 
Rico to the United Nations.33 As a direct result of the Non-Aligned Movement’s advocacy, 
many other countries around the world recognize Puerto Rico as a nation with a unique 
culture and national identity. In the fourteenth session of the Non-Aligned Movement’s 
ministerial conference, Puerto Rico constituted as a Caribbean and Latin American country. 
In recent news, the Non-Aligned Movement has openly supported the release of Oscar Lopez 
Rivera,34 a Pro-Puerto Rican independence politician. Having been a key figure in the Armed 
Forces of National Liberation, the US government charged Rivera with seditious conspiracy; 
however, his sentence was commuted during ex-US President Barack Obama’s last few 
months in office.   
 
Western Sahara 
The Western Sahara region has long been one of the most disputed territories in the world. 
The conflict between the Moroccan Government and the indigenous population, known as 
the Sahrawis, has been a constant struggle since the arrival of the Spanish forces. Colonized by 
the Spanish, the Sahrawis were denied their rights to self-determination. Preceding the 
annexation of the Sahrawi territory by the Moroccan government, the native population had 
their right of liberation once again denied. Although conflicts between the two parties are still 
being waged, the Non-Aligned Movement’s support of Sahrawi independence has been a sign 
of hope for the oppressed people. Since 1973, the Non-Aligned Movement has explicitly 
supported the separation of the Western Sahara –with the reaffirmation of this belief being 
stated brought to the United Nations.35  
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
31 https://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Non-Aligned-Movement-Calls-for-Puerto-Rican-Independence-20170119-
0034.html 
32 https://www.revolvy.com/main/index.php?s=Puerto%20Rico 
33 http://minhpuertorico.org/index.php/in-english/2844-andre-lee-muniz-la-respuesta 
34 https://www.democracynow.org/2017/6/8/oscar_lopez_rivera_speaks_out_on 
35 http://allafrica.com/stories/201405261475.html 
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Possible Solutions 
  
Group Negotiation 
In the current situation, individual countries have very little political or economic power to 
form any form of leverage when it comes to creating any agreements that may better the 
current situation. Therefore, it is important to consider the weight of the bargaining chip if 
55% of the world’s population is linked on one side. In addition, the member states of the 
Non-Aligned Movement also possess some of the most fertile and mineral-rich land on the 
planet; henceforth, the key of access to the resource would be indispensable to any country. 
Ranging from large scale diplomatic missions or inviting developed countries to partake in 
discussions where the majority of the Non-Aligned Movement members are present can be 
hugely beneficial for the member states. During these negotiations, the Non-Aligned 
Movement member states can push for an anti-neocolonialist policy or a more progressive 
form of mutually agreed upon trade.  
 
Multinational Support Groups 
Understanding that many governments lack the infrastructure to hold officials and 
corporations accountable for any of their actions, it may be necessary for other nations to act 
in place of their government with their permission. Under this policy, a regulatory body of 
unbiased inspectors will produce a report detailing information such as the transparency 
issues and suggestions to address the flaws. If the government does not follow the suggestions 
or do not make any attempts at dealing with the problems at hand, the Non-Aligned 
Movement may need to step in with pressure tactics such as sanctions or the withdrawal of 
foreign aid. 
  
Isolationism 
Although this solution may not be highly feasible, implementation in moderation can be a 
legitimate solution. Taking into consideration the detrimental effects of multinational 
corporations monopolizing local industries, the neglect of worker regulations, and the 
overpriced reselling of goods back to its original country, it may be that anti-foreign 
corporation tactics should be implemented. Increasing tariffs on imports, exclusively working 
with only member states of the Non-Aligned Movement to subsidize local businesses, heavily 
promoting local businesses and excluding foreign corporations can be highly beneficial in 
developing a sustainable and long-lasting economy; however, there are consequences of this 
policy. For example, isolationism may result in stagnation in technological development or 
loss of jobs. Therefore, it is critical that both sides of the coin are considered.  
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Continuation of the present 
Taking into consideration all of the factors of neocolonialist practices, maybe the marginal 
utility of instigating any change is far less than the damages that may be sustained to a 
country. For example, the continuation of the present policies will allow multinational 
corporations to harvest resources that the government is unable to obtain. In addition, the 
company also employs locals and bolsters the economy; however, the complete liberalization 
of the economy may result in companies abusing human rights codes in an attempt to cut 
down on production costs. In this case, it is then absolutely necessary for delegates to weigh 
the benefits of neocolonialism to the harms.  
 

Bloc Positions 
 
For Neocolonialism 
Although (for the majority of situations) neocolonialism can be seen as a purely negative 
practice, it does come with positive benefits. Beyond the labour rights abuses, corporations do 
offer a large amount of employment to otherwise unemployed citizens. In addition, the 
economic influence of other countries does allow for more protection against any possible 
internal or external disputes. If the benefits of neocolonialism outweigh the burdens, this is 
the time to take a stance. 

 
Against Neocolonialism 
From the perspective of a developed nation, neocolonialism has been the single greatest 
source of resources; however, all of this comes at the expense of nations who are less 
fortunate. Member states of the Non-Aligned Movement have been the ones that have taken 
on the burdens of extracting or manufacturing material and goods for the sake of more 
powerful nations. If the burden of neocolonialism outweighs the benefits, this is the time to 
take a stance.  
 
Resource-rich Nations 
Africa, South America, the Middle East, and Asia are some of the most resource-rich 
continents in the world. From mineral resources to natural resources, many countries that 
have an abundance of resources have to consider the national interest of preserving or 
effectively extracting the resource in a sustainable way. Furthermore, the aforementioned 
countries also possess an extra leverage when it comes to negotiation with corporations and 
foreign governments. Henceforth, it is important to recognize and maintain natural resources 
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through either the nationalization of mining and extraction corporations or rigid extraction 
policies and regulations.  
 

Discussion Questions  
 
1.)! How can governments strengthen regulations to avoid human rights abuses? 
2.)! What are the benefits or harms of a united agreement among members of the Non-

Aligned Movement? 
3.)! What infrastructural changes are necessary to support any policy towards reducing the 

negative effects of neocolonialism? 
4.)! What is the most pertinent factor to address? Political stabilization? Economic repair? 

Social unity?  
5.)! How can new policies instigate a change leaning away from the over-reliance on foreign 

aid? How can new strategies create a more sustainable government? 
6.)! What solution would best maintain a stable economy? 
7.)! How can the Non-Aligned Movement member states move towards a more transparent 

government? 
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