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Letter from the Director 
 
Dear delegates, 
 
Welcome to the Canadian Indigenous Peoples Reconciliation Committee. My name is 
Semeion Wong, and I will be serving as your Director for your time at CAHSMUN 2018. I am 
currently a Grade 12 student attending McMath Secondary School in Richmond, BC. I have 
been involved in Model United Nations since Grade 10 - with my first conference being 
CAHSMUN 2016. Being involved in MUN has changed my life; it has helped me develop 
from a shy student who was apprehensive about talking in front of a class to being able to 
engage in heated debates with over a hundred people during committee sessions.  
 
However, the biggest gift that I have received from my time in Model UN is my 
comprehension and continued interest in many social and political issues around the world. It 
has made me more aware of the interests of smaller countries halfway across the globe in 
topics that I would never have thought about. Being forced to research a topic in depth has 
allowed me to see the world differently and understand the interconnectedness of the world 
and what faces us in the years to come.  
 
As you read this backgrounder, do your research and ultimately begin to debate these topics 
over the course of the conference. I hope that you will gain a deeper understanding of the 
topics at hand. I wish you the best of luck in your preparation for CAHSMUN 2018!  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Semeion Wong 
Director of the IPRC—CAHSMUN 2018  
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Committee Description  
 
The Indigenous Peoples Reconciliation Committee is a committee made of both government 
officials and members of indigenous communities from across Canada to solve current issues 
that arise within the indigenous communities. The purpose of this committee is to reconcile 
the damages of past actions from the government of Canada. Its goal is not just to understand 
the problems that arise as a result of the past, but also to remedy them and discuss viable 
solutions in order to help those in need.  
 
Although this is not a real-life committee within the Canadian government, nor is it a 
committee within the United Nations, it discusses issues that are very pertinent to Canadian 
society - issues that affect many Canadians from coast to coast and most likely beyond. Due to 
its unique nature, the Indigenous Peoples Reconciliation Committee and its actions would 
most likely set a precedence for other governments to connect and fix the wrongdoings of the 
past.  
 
The IPRC also seeks to come up with solutions that are new and innovative. In the past, the 
Canadian government has come up with solutions that have left both indigenous and non-
indigenous communities unsatisfied. This committee seeks to find the problems with past 
legislation and fix them to ensure that all of the resolutions passed by the committee are viable 
and realistic.   
 
Additionally, the IPRC wants to take into account those affected by the issues first. The goal is 
to ensure that all voices are heard - especially those that have not been heard in past 
discussions. The committee will aim to achieve this by emphasizing dialogue between all 
parties and ensuring that all parties have an equal say. The lack of a committee that 
emphasizes on these points has led to decisions made on without consultation with 
indigenous communities, resulting in impacts that were not necessarily to their benefit: the 
issues at hand continued to grow exponentially worse.  
 

Topic A: Missing Indigenous Women 
Overview 
 
According to a national operational review conducted by the RCMP in 2013, Aboriginal 
women are “over-represented among Canada’s missing and murdered women” when 
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compared to other female populations within the nation.1 In 2006, Indigenous women made 
up 3.8% of Canada’s female population,2 but over 11% of the missing and murdered women 
cases. In fact, Aboriginal women were 3.5 times more likely to report violence than non-
aboriginal women in Canada.3 Although this pattern has been around for centuries, the 
problem has not been addressed by the government until recent years.  
 
In 2015, the Liberal Government launched the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls after promising an inquiry into the issue during their campaign. 
This organization is independent of any government or crown corporation and is mandated 
with the task of “examin[ing] and report[ing] on the systemic causes of all forms of violence 
against Indigenous women and girls in Canada by looking at patterns and underlying 
factors.”4 However, the organization saw five staff members leave between June and mid-July 
of 2017 due to structural issues within the organization involving organization and power 
dynamics. One of the five commissioners of the national inquiry resigned citing problems 
with the “current structure” in July of 2017.5  
 
In Canada, the government has tried to amend its relationship with indigenous communities 
that reside within its borders. However, the unresolved issue of missing and murdered 
indigenous women lies a lot deeper than merely increasing security for indigenous women or 
creating a national inquiry to look into a problem. It also involves taking action in finding 
problems that aggravate the situation and helping those who have been affected by these 
events.  
 

Timeline 
 
1880 - The first residential schools were established in New France. These schools were 
originally run by the church alongside the Canadian government.6  
 
1991 - The inaugural Women’s Memorial March takes place in the Vancouver Downtown 
East Side. This march now happens annually on Valentine’s Day.7  
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
1 http://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/files/national-operational-overview.pdf 
2 http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/89-503-x/2010001/article/11442-eng.pdf 
3 http://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/en/about-us/background/ 
4 http://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/en/about-us/ 
5 http://www.cbc.ca/beta/news/politics/poitras-commissioner-resignation-1.4199126 
6 http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/residential-schools/ 
7 https://www.straight.com/news/867271/why-way-we-remember-missing-and-murdered-women-downtown-
eastside-matters!
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1996 - The last residential school, the Gordon Indian Residential School in Saskatchewan, 
closed its doors.8  
 
June 2005 - The Indian Residential Schools Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) was 
established with a mandate of five years. This commission sought to provide an accurate 
account of what happened within residential schools and the past mistreatments of the 
indigenous people by the federal government. 
 
2007 - The United Nations passes the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) with Canada being one of the four countries against the 
declaration.9  
 
2010 - The Canadian government ‘adopts’ the UNDRIP but calls it an “aspirational 
document.”10 
 
2013 - The Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) publishes a report with their data in 
regards to the number of missing and murdered indigenous women in Canada. 11 
 
March 2015 - A documentary on the Highway of Tears was released, highlighting the issue of 
missing and murdered indigenous women within reserves and along one of the most 
dangerous highways for hitchhikers.12  
 
December 2015 - The offices of the TRC were officially closed and the organization was 
merged into the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation.13  
 
March 2016 - The Canadian government finally fully adopts the UNDRIP.14 
 
September 2016 - The Government of Canada finally launches the National Inquiry into 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls.15 It is an independent inquiry that 
looks into the causes and effects of the disappearances and murders of indigenous women and 
girls.  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
8 http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/residential-schools/ 
9 https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html 
10 http://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/canada-adopting-implementing-un-rights-declaration-1.3575272 
11 http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/aboriginal-autochtone/mmaw-fada-eng.htm 
12 http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2175928/ 
13 http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/index.php?p=905 
14 http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/residential-schools/ 
15 http://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/en/about-us/!
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Historical Analysis 
 
Indigenous women have made up a disproportionate percentage of missing and murdered 
women in Canada in the past few decades. However, it is heavily implied by many groups that 
this problem has been around for longer than a few decades. The problem is exasperated by 
the lack of public awareness and attention.  
 
In the past, there have been many issues with the treatment of the indigenous population from 
the Canadian government. Many of these issues persist, but the wrongdoings and 
mistreatment from the past have a lasting impact on the indigenous community. These 
actions are often put indigenous women and girls more at risk than the rest of the Canadian 
population - forcing women and girls in scenarios that they do not want to be. 
 
The Legacy of Residential Schools 
One of the biggest factors in why this issue has grown so much is due to the use of residential 
schools in Canada between 1880 and 1996.16 The children were taken away from their homes 
by force and not allowed to speak their languages or practice any traditions from their own 
culture.17 The children were usually also subjected to physical, emotional, and sexual abuse18 

while their parents were unaware of the abuses happening to their children at residential 
schools.19 Additionally, it was found in a report published by the RCMP that they had played a 
role in ensuring attendance at these schools; it became illegal for parents to keep children 
away from residential schools in 1920,20 leading to the RCMP not being seen in the indigenous 
community as a "source for help."21 This neglect leads to women and girls being reluctant to 
approach the police to address problems or report a crime that has been performed against 
them. 
 
Furthermore, it is important to note that many people believe that the “cultural genocide” as 
described by the United Nations that was enacted in residential schools throughout Canada 
led to children being isolated from their families and emotional and cultural support. As a 
result, many people resorted to unhealthy coping mechanisms such as drinking or drug abuse. 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
16 http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/residential-schools/ 
17 http://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/the_residential_school_system/ 
18 http://globalnews.ca/news/2402492/residential-schools-subjected-students-to-disease-abuse-experiments-trc-
report/ 
19 http://speakingmytruth.ca/downloads/AHFvol1/09_Jacobs_Williams.pdf 
20 https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html 
21 https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/canada0213webwcover_0.pdf!
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Many survivors of the residential school system report feelings of hopelessness, dependency, 
and suicide. Multiple reports and papers argue that the socioeconomic issues that stemmed 
from these feelings are the cause of many missing and murdered indigenous women and girls: 
they were put in unsafe situations.22 23 24 

 
The Highway of Tears 
Another cause for the high number of missing and murdered indigenous women and girls is 
poverty within some indigenous communities as well as isolation due to the lack of adequate 
transport between areas. One well-known example is the section of BC Highway 16 from 
Prince Rupert and Prince George bordered by First Nations groups.23 Due to the high number 
of women who go missing along this stretch of the highway; it has gained the name “Highway 
of Tears.” The stories of women who go missing in the area are similar: they need transport, 
there is no adequate public transportation, they hitchhike, and they go missing.25 
 
Although the exact number of women who have been found dead or gone missing along this 
stretch of highway is uncertain, the RCMP recognizes 18 cases along the Highway of Tears, 
with 10 out of 18 victims being indigenous victims. However, other sources, such as 
indigenous groups, argue that the number is around 40.26 Although there have been changes 
made in early 2017 specifically to Highway 16, this problem persists in highways around the 
country with similar demographics around its borders.27 In 1981, the RCMP held a conference 
of 40 police detectives from British Columbia and Alberta to share similarities between the 
cases as well as names of persons of interest. Even though the RCMP has continued to pool 
resources together to solve the murders through the "Highway Murders initiative", women 
continued to go missing and the problem remains unsolved today.28 
 

Current Situation  
 
Data Collection 
In a national operational review conducted by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) 
in 2014, there had been 1,181 cases of missing and murdered indigenous women in the last 
three decades. This number has most likely risen in the years since. The statistics point to a 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
22 http://speakingmytruth.ca/?page_id=695 
23 http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/aboriginal-autochtone/mmaw-fada-eng.htm 
24 https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/report-links-residential-schools-with-missing-and-murdered-
women/article24763624/ 
25 https://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/25/world/americas/canada-indigenous-women-highway-16.html?mcubz=3 
26 http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/highway-of-tears/ 
27 http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/residential-schools/ 
28 Ibid. !
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huge problem that has been left unattended for decades and has only grown, leading to a 
disproportionate number of indigenous women going missing or becoming victims of 
homicide. 
 
However, specific numbers differ considerably and there is no consensus on how many 
indigenous women have gone missing or been murdered. It is also crucial to understand that 
the numbers published by the RCMP or any other similar organization only report known 
numbers and not estimates with the number of cases that go unreported as well.  
 
Due to the lack of consistency between the statistics published by different groups, multiple 
organizations have also started to dedicate their resources towards collecting accurate 
statistics and numbers to back the validity of the problem. In March 2014, the Special 
Committee on Violence against Indigenous Women of the House of Commons of Canada 
published a report titled "Invisible Women: A Call to Action,” with a section outlining the 
need to collect data on “incidents of violence against aboriginal women and girls.”29 
 
However, the biggest struggle in collecting proper data and creating change seems to be the 
inability of current databases to identify indigenous women as indigenous. According to the 
Chief of Statistics Canada’s Correctional Services Program, Rebecca Kong, part of the problem 
is that indigenous communities are reluctant to supply information on indigenous identities 
as “part of that is having the community buy-in” and whether “the question is always asked” 
to ensure a good sample.30 Additionally, another issue that arises when collecting data is the 
communication between multiple institutions where structural and organizational barriers 
exist.  
 
Another problem within the struggle to collect proper data seems to be the lack of trust from 
past victims towards local law enforcement and the lack of seriousness that law enforcement 
seems to have towards reports from female indigenous victims. There is no definite statistic to 
define the lack of trust from many victims towards the police force. However, there are many 
sources, including a report from the Special Committee on Violence Against Indigenous 
Women, that note the vast number of accounts from indigenous women who were dismissed 
when they tried to speak up against those who had harmed them. An inquiry was launched in 
British Columbia where the commission found that there was a general lack of follow-up and 
proper reporting of incidences. This includes communication between different police forces 
and holding the police accountable for not fulfilling their role.  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
29 http://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/41-2/IWFA/report-1/page-33#_ftn11 
30 http://ywcacanada.ca/data/research_docs/00000359.pdf!
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Domestic Violence and Risk Factors 
The vast majority of violence against Aboriginal women and girls takes place in their own 
homes. In fact, Aboriginal women are twice as likely to experience domestic violence as 
women from the rest of the country.31 These statistics, along with many others, point to a 
problem that has simply been left unattended. While the rate of solved cases involving 
indigenous women and girls is virtually the same as the general population, families and 
relationships across the country are still damaged due to such acts of violence.  
 
Although there is a multitude of factors that contribute to the problem, several causes have 
been identified by groups that put indigenous women and girls at risk. One of the factors that 
many sources attribute to the problem is poverty. While 9% of the general population lives in 
poverty, 36% of indigenous women live below the poverty line.32 Furthermore, the link 
between poverty and violence against women is firm. Women who are in poverty are less 
likely to have options to escape domestic violence should it happen. 
 
According to the Special Committee on Violence Against Indigenous Women (IWFA), one of 
the biggest problems regarding assisting victims of violence is access to help. Rural areas do 
not necessarily have the ability to support victims of violence in various capacities including 
access to police involvement, police resources, and women's shelters. Although this is not 
easily fixed as rural communities are often isolated and unable to reach all victims, it is 
important to ensure the safety and protection of victims. To cover the costs of having more 
training for police forces in Aboriginal communities, the Special Committee suggested that 
the funding for such programs should be covered by the Federal and Provincial governments 
at 52% and 48% respectively.33  
 
Although this issue persists mainly in Canada, the problem has been addressed by multiple 
international bodies. In 2013, three international bodies, including Amnesty International, 
investigated the incidences of missing and murdered indigenous women and girls in Canada, 
showing international concern in the subject.34 It is also important to note that these 
investigations and reviews did not show any substantive results. The United Nations Human 
Rights Council suggested that the RCMP improve on their case reporting practices and ensure 
that the indigenous status of victims is recorded to collect a more accurate set of data.35 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
31 http://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/41-2/IWFA/report-1/page-33#_ftn11 
32 http://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/41-2/IWFA/report-1/page-42 
33 https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html 
34 https://www.amnesty.ca/sites/amnesty/files/iwfa_submission_amnesty_international_february_2014_-_final.pdf 
35 http://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/canada-adopting-implementing-un-rights-declaration-1.3575272 
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United Nations Involvement 
 
Throughout its history, the United Nations has acknowledged and reaffirmed the rights of 
indigenous peoples in countries around the world. The Human Rights Council has officially 
addressed the topic of missing and murdered indigenous women and girls in Canada and has 
suggested solutions to remedy the problem. However, the most critical piece of legislation 
passed by the United Nations in regards to the rights of indigenous peoples around the world 
was passed in 2007. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
passed with 144 votes for, 11 abstentions, and four against - Canada, New Zealand, Australia, 
and the United States of America.36  
 
Only nine years later, in 2016, did Canada fully adopt the declaration to affirm the rights of 
indigenous people within its borders and to be held accountable for past actions.37 Although 
Canada adopted the declaration six years earlier in 2010, the government at the time had 
called it an "aspirational document.” It was noted that the document was not legally binding 
and that Canada could not be held accountable for its actions should it breach the rights 
outlined in the declaration. The new Liberal government, however, pledged to follow the 
rights outlined in the document “according to the Canadian Constitution.”38 However, 
although the Canadian Federal government has adopted this new policy, it still needs to work 
with indigenous governments to ensure that the rights outlined in the declaration are followed 
through and enacted upon. In the words of BC Grand Chief Edward John, “Indigenous 
governments are not some inferior form of authority; they are the original form of authority 
over their lands, resources and territories.”39 
 
The declaration outlines and reaffirms the rights of indigenous people to enjoy the same 
freedoms as everybody else and to practice their traditions. It also highlights the need to “take 
effective measures and, where appropriate, special measures to ensure continuing 
improvement of their economic and social conditions”40 and that “particular attention shall be 
paid to the rights and special needs of [...] women and children [...].”41  
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
36 http://www.nwac.ca/mmiwg/ 
37 http://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/canada-adopting-implementing-un-rights-declaration-1.3575272 
38 Ibid.  
39 http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/residential-schools/!
40 http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf 
41 http://ywcacanada.ca/data/research_docs/00000359.pdf 
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Although the Canadian government continues to adopt policies that reaffirm the rights of 
indigenous people, the problem of missing and murdered indigenous women continues to be 
left unsolved. In March of 2015, an expert committee assembled by the UN ruled that Canada 
has committed a “grave violation” of human rights due to the disproportionate amount of 
violence that indigenous women suffer in the country compared to women of other ethnicities 
and backgrounds.42  
 

Possible Solutions  
 
Although the problem is deeply rooted in many factors that would not be solved by one or 
two actions, it is possible to remedy part of the problem in hopes of alleviating the situation. 
Moreover, although the problem seems as if it may be impossible to solve, it is imperative to 
continue to work away at the problem until it is gone.  
 
Community Awareness 
One way to potentially remedy the situation is to raise awareness and convince the public to 
care about this issue. Often times, if more people are made aware of the problem and its 
impacts, it allows for a movement to garner support and to create change. Additionally, the 
problem does not just affect the indigenous community - the death or disappearance of one 
person causes a ripple effect in many families, including those of non-indigenous ancestry. It 
causes emotional pain for many people around the country who have loved ones in their lives 
who have passed away or been missing for a period of time. 
 
Improving the Relationship between Law Enforcement and the Indigenous 
Communities 
Currently, there is a lack of trust between women and their families who are seeking help and 
law enforcement. There are many accounts of women trying to seek help from their local 
RCMP detachment, only to be turned away and told that there was nothing the police could 
do to help them. This only adds to a culture of distrust and hopelessness for people around the 
country who need help. This is also in addition to a general lack of distrust that is deeply 
rooted in the indigenous community from the RCMP’s history of enforcing legislation that 
stripped indigenous people of their rights, such as forcing children to attend residential 
schools without consent from their parents and subjecting them to emotional and physical 
abuse.  
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
42 http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15656!
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Should the problems of the past be reconciled and local law enforcement around the country 
become more reliable for those in the indigenous community who are seeking help, it would 
help to prevent more cases of missing or murdered indigenous women. 
 
Accurate Data Collection 
Another recurring problem found is the lack of accurate data. There are discrepancies 
between the ‘actual’ numbers of missing or murdered indigenous women. For instance, some 
institutions have conservative numbers that are solely based on police reported cases. 
Although all of these institutions are credible sources, differences exist between groups 
because there is no centralized database where all information can be stored. Additionally, 
some in the indigenous community are reluctant to work with other groups (such as the 
RCMP) due to distrust. Without proper data collection methods and accurate numbers, it is 
hard to identify commonalities between cases and get down to the root of the issue.  
 
Restructuring Inquiries and Commissions 
Although in the last decade, the Canadian government has refused to launch a national 
inquiry into missing and murdered indigenous women, the newly elected Liberal government 
changed that in 2015 and launched the long-awaited national inquiry. However, only a few 
years later in 2017, it has been deemed a failure by outside groups and has seen a mass 
resignation of multiple staff members due to both impracticalities and logistical gridlock.43  
 

Bloc Positions  
 
Federal Government 
In the past, the Federal Government under the Conservative Party refused to adopt UN 
resolutions in support of the rights of indigenous peoples within Canada. Moreover, they also 
failed to launch a national inquiry to determine the cause behind missing and murdered 
Indigenous women and girls. However, after the newly Liberal elected government came into 
power in 2015, they launched the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Women. After 
a few short years, the Inquiry has faced criticism. Although the future of the inquiry seemed 
uncertain, the federal government insisted on continuing the project. While determined to 
solve cases of missing indigenous women, the Federal Government also has an incentive to 
please voters and lobbyists who may not work to the best interest of Aboriginal groups.   
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
43 https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/inquiry-into-missing-and-murdered-women-a-failure-indigenous-
group-says/article35003027/ 
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Provincial Government 
The problem of indigenous women going missing or being murdered is not unique to certain 
provinces, but some provinces have had more problems than others. For example, British 
Columbia has an infamous problem of women and girls hitchhiking on highways near 
indigenous communities only to never return home. Individual Provincial governments need 
to work closely with the leaders of indigenous communities within their borders as well as the 
Federal government to come up with a possible solution, while noting the distinctions 
between situations in different regions of Canada. These governments must strike a balance 
between its relationships with indigenous groups and the rest of the population in their area.  
 
Indigenous Governments 
Indigenous governments in Canada have often been put aside and not acknowledged as equal 
to other governments in their areas. Indigenous leaders are more closely affected by the cases 
of missing and murdered women within their communities and are there to voice the concern 
and frustration from the people within their communities - especially those who are directly 
affected by the disappearances and murders of their loved ones. Having firsthand experience 
of the detriments of the government’s inactions, indigenous representations have a unique 
point of view and goals. Beyond simply solving the issue of missing indigenous women, 
indigenous governments are also looking for a more established place in Canadian society and 
government.  
 
Nonprofit Organizations/International Bodies 
Nonprofit organizations are often times the ones who look into the situation first and release 
reports that improve awareness of the situation. Through campaigns, non-profit organizations 
provide an impartial and third party view of the situation at hand and serve as a mechanism to 
keep law enforcement and the government in check. Similarly, international bodies offer a 
third party and impartial view to the subject and also serve as a mechanism to keep the 
Federal government accountable to ensure that this problem is addressed accordingly.  
 
Law Enforcement 
One of the hurdles within this issue is the law enforcement - in particular, the RCMP has 
failed to deal with cases of missing and murdered indigenous women accordingly. Although 
the cases are solved, law enforcement agencies in Canada as a whole have failed to be 
proactive with their actions to prevent these instances from happening in the first place. The 
RCMP has also contributed to the systemic oppression of indigenous communities and is not 
seen as a friend by indigenous communities but as an ‘enemy.’ Despite the push from various 
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indigenous leaders to change that view,44 the distrust is deep-rooted and requires law 
enforcement agencies to put their best foot forward to resolve this issue. Law enforcement 
groups face circumstances where they must look at the not just improving the future but also 
amending the past. Their goal is to find a compromise that encourages discourse between 
officials and a healthy relationship with Aboriginal groups.  
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1.)!Should the RCMP do more to bridge the gap between itself and the indigenous 
community? If so, what? 

2.)!What is the biggest challenge that we face in solving this problem? 
3.)!What can be changed about the governmental agencies to ensure efficiency? How 

should these changes be implemented? 
4.)!What can the government do to help those who have lost their loved ones?  
5.)!Are there voices that have been left unheard in the conversation to improve the 

problem? If so, which ones and how can they be heard? 
6.)!Can the United Nations do more to ensure that the Canadian government is 

reconciling this situation in a proper and fair manner? 
7.)!Should the National Inquiry on Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 

remain separate from the government? Why or why not? 
8.)!What are other potential causes for a disproportionate amount of indigenous women 

to go missing or to be found murdered? How can these risks be mitigated?  
 

 
!  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
44 http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/metis-rcmp-memorandum-understanding-1.3436174 
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