


CAHSMUN 2018 IPC Backgrounder 1 
 

Letter from the Directors 
 
Dear journalists, 
 
My name is Enya Ho, and I am honoured to be serving as a Director for the International 
Press Corps at CAHSMUN 2018. I am a senior at Little Flower Academy, and I have lived and 
breathed Model United Nations for four years. Being a part of MUN has led me to countless 
opportunities, amazing friends, and unforgettable experiences. Outside of MUN, I enjoy 
learning about the world around me. I hope that I can encourage you to embrace your 
"reporter spirit," step outside of your comfort zone, and try something new as a part of IPC.       
 
My name is Kevin Zhu and I am truly ecstatic to serve as a Director of the International Press 
Corps at this year’s iteration of CAHSMUN. I am currently tackling the second year of the IB 
Programme as a senior at Semiahmoo Secondary School. I commend you for taking the 
plunge into the strange world of journalism and trying something different from the 
conventional Model United Nations structure. I hope that through your participation in IPC, 
you will find new avenues for growth and foster a newfound appreciation and love for writing. 
 
Unlike most committees at Model UN, the main goal of the IPC is to listen—not to speak. 
Instead of raising your placard and presenting speeches, you will submit news articles for each 
committee session. Journalists have the unique opportunity to observe debate in committee 
sessions, incorporating creative flair and delegate interviews into the articles you write. Your 
duty is to tell the news, from articles about the four-hour Summit to a five-minute segment of 
debate. You will be defined by your abilities to listen, to write, and to report. 
 
Often, delegates in MUN are unaware of what goes on outside of their committee.  The 
articles you write become a source of information from one committee to another, directly 
impacting the flow of debate. Debates may take a turn for the good or for the worse based on 
the articles you write and the bias you take. Use your power wisely, and do not hesitate to 
contact us with any questions or concerns. 
 
With that, we wish you luck in researching your news agency, writing your articles, and 
becoming a reporter. We look forward meeting you all at CAHSMUN 2018. 
 
Sincerely, 
Enya Ho and Kevin Zhu  
Directors of IPC—CAHSMUN 2018 
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Committee Description 
 
The International Press Corps is no ordinary Model UN experience. Instead of representing 
nations, IPC delegates work as journalists from different news agencies; each agency, such as 
the Globe and Mail or the Agence France-Presse, with their own writing style and unique 
philosophy. Instead of being focused on public speaking like traditional Model UN 
committees, the journalists of the IPC move from committee to committee, attentively noting 
delegates’ foreign policy, observing alliances between nations, and examining other impactful 
developments in the committee. After gathering sufficient information, journalists will 
prepare and publish short written articles, staying true to the philosophies of their respective 
news agencies. Journalists have the ability to choose whether to publish articles of high praise 
for a committee’s innovation or send heavy criticism of controversial solutions chosen by a 
committee.  
 
An IPC journalist always has something novel and exciting to do; they may often find 
themselves meticulously observing tense committees, interviewing delegates, scrambling for 
information on a big story, or even briefing committees on breaking news and emerging 
crises. The one static activity is, of course, writing articles. Prospective journalists should have 
a passion for writing and be prepared to apply their creativity, curiosity, and versatility to this 
year's IPC. 
 

Conference Preparation 
 
Understanding the writing styles, biases, and having general knowledge of the news agency is 
vital to the success of each delegate. Details are provided for the completion of a position 
paper to help with research and preparation. Position papers are not mandatory but required 
if a delegate wishes to be considered for an award. 
 
Part 1: Your News Agency 
Please write between 500 to 600 words describing your news agency and its style of reporting.  
You must include: 
 

●! General history and background information about your news agency.  Explain its 
location, method of distribution, main ownership, ownership incentives, etc. 

●! Motto of your news agency (if it has one) and guiding principles. 
●! What stance or angle does your news agency approach a story? Provide three examples 

from the chosen articles (link the articles) that demonstrate your news agency's bias. 
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○! Does your news agency alter or display partial facts to encourage 
sensationalism?   

●! Other information that may aid you in understanding your news agency.  
 
All sources and quotations must be cited in either MLA or Chicago format. 

 
Part 2: Your First Article 
Please write an article, between 350 to 500 words, on any international issue of your choosing. 
It must be written in the style, tone, and bias of your news agency. Feel free to incorporate the 
research done in Part 1 into your article. You must include: 
  

●! General history and background information about the issue (When it happened, 
where it happened, main important or political figures involved, etc.) 

●! Events leading up to the issue 
●! Tensions between countries and/or organizations before the issue occurred (if there is 

no history of tension, please state that within your article) 
●! Descriptions of involvement from the United Nations, Non-Governmental 

Organizations, countries and states, and/or other organizations  
This article is practice for the many articles you will be writing during the conference.  After 
submission, we will reply with feedback as soon as possible. As well, please cite all sources and 
quotations in either MLA or Chicago format.        
 
Additional Tips for Writing a News Article 

●! Writing in an active voice will have a greater impact than writing in a passive voice. 
The active voice gives a more direct connection between the article and the reader 
since the verb is more closely associated with the subject. 

○! Do not hesitate to check out this website if you are unsure about the difference 
between a passive and active voice: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/539/02/  

●! Remember your audience. Most of the people reading your articles will be delegates 
and sponsor teachers at the conference. Most high school students won’t be tempted to 
read the entire article unless it piques their interest. Try to incorporate your 
personality into your articles, while remaining true to your news agency and 
professional.   

○! Ensure that your articles are not too long or too complicated. A shorter, more 
concise article will always have more interested readers over a long, intricately-
detailed one. 
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●! Be confident and proud of what you’ve written. If your article isn’t up to your 
standards - rewrite it until it is. If you’re having trouble coming up with an idea or a 
topic, do not hesitate to ask us for advice. Be confident in your article because it shows 
in your writing. 

●! Have fun! Enjoy the process of turning the words you hear into words on paper and 
write about topics that you are passionate about.   
 


