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Letter from the Director 
 
To the delegates of the Historical Crisis Committee, 
 
My name is Callum Shepard and I – along with my wonderful bloc directors Woojin Lim and 
Alan Chen – will be serving as Director for the Afghan Crisis Historical Crisis Committee for 
CAHSMUN 2018. I look forward to diving into the multi-faceted, complex, and fascinating 
period and seeing your grand ideas to assure your state’s victory in both Afghanistan and the 
broader world. This committee will be fast paced, complex, and will be challenging for both 
blocs. It will also be fascinating and lots of fun.  
 
You, the delegates, will have much freedom in your actions having control over military, 
economic, and social matters; however, nuclear war or other overly-unrealistic action can and 
will be vetoed by the nation’s respective head of state, represented by the Bloc Directors. You 
are to use diplomacy, conventional warfare, economic warfare, and the like instead. A hot 
conflict between the two blocs will also be avoided if possible, instead delegates should fund 
rebel groups to fight your opposing faction’s forces. There will be both private and public 
directives in your committees - public directives being voted upon by the whole committee 
and utilizing any aspect of the state; private directives being one or more delegates using their 
personal powers and assets to take action. Any treaties or agreements between the two blocs 
will be treated as a public directive in both committees. We will function according to the 
CAHSMUN Crisis Committee Rules of Procedures. I recommend you all do a substantial 
amount of additional research for this committee, particularly on Afghan geography and the 
economic situation within the nation you represent as they are important topics less discussed 
in this Backgrounder. I look forward to seeing you all in April and spoiling your efforts at 
world domination. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Callum Shepard 
Director of the HCC—CAHSMUN 2018 
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Topic: Afghan Proxy War 
Overview 
 
The date is December 1st, 1979 and the leading bodies of the two global superpowers, the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) and the United States of America (USA), have 
been called to deal with a new crisis in the Near East. 
 
In 1978, the Centrist, semi-Democratic Government of Afghanistan was overthrown by a 
group of left-leaning military officials led by Nur Mohammad Taraki—leader of the Khalq 
Faction of the People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan.12 The military commanders created 
a new, socialist government with power held by an uneasy coalition of the Marxist-Leninist 
groups the Khalq (People’s) Party and the Parcham (Banner) Party which make up the larger 
Peoples Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA). Because of little local support along with 
the deeply religious rural areas and a large anti-socialist segment of the urban population, the 
new government formed close ties with the USSR.3 

 

In response to the coup d’état and the Government’s harsh and questionably effective land 
reforms, Afghani civilians formed rebel groups known collectively as the Mujahedeen. 
Receiving leaders and funding from Saudi Arabia and Pakistan,4 they began pursuing an ultra-
conservative Wahhabi interpretation of Islam to gather support in the rural areas of 
Afghanistan and utilize faith based arguments for militant actions against the State.5 

 

The Government of Afghanistan began purges of opposition and a series of radical economic, 
social, and property reforms which were incredibly unpopular, particularly the movements for 
female equality and land reform. A few months later, the Government of Afghanistan 
devolved into infighting, and Hafizullah Amin declared himself President and Prime Minister 
on September 14th, 1979, overthrowing Taraki. Amin attempted to improve relationships 
with Pakistan and the USA resulting in mistrust between Afghanistan and the USSR. 
Following this, the USSR began moving troops, 30,000 in number to the Afghani border for 
an unknown purpose.67 

                                                
1 http://www.hackwriters.com/78RevolutionAfghan.htm 
2 Arnold, Anthony. Afghanistan: The Soviet Invasion in Perspective. Stanford: Hoover Institution Press, 1981, p. 
74–75, 83, 86. Print. 
3 Clements, Frank. Conflict in Afghanistan: a historical encyclopedia. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio, Inc, 2003, p. 
207. Print. 
4 http://www.globalsecurity.org/security/profiles/maktab_al-khidamat.htm 
5 Kaplan, Robert D. Soldiers of God: With Islamic Warriors in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Knopf Doubleday 
Publishing Group, 1990, p. 116. Print. 
6 https://library.iit.edu/ 
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Simultaneously, Iran began a steady decline into civil war. In 1953, in response to popular 
regulation efforts and later nationalization of the oil industry by Prime Minister Mohammad 
Mosaddegh, the United Kingdom and the USA orchestrated a coup d’état and installed a 
Military government and granted absolute power to the Shah, abolishing the liberal, 
democratic constitutional monarchy for a militaristic one. The Shah’s regime was marked by 
anti-dissident crackdown and the revocation of civil liberties; they served as a valuable ally in 
the Middle East for the American and British Governments. In the 1970s, the Iranian 
economy, heavily dependent on oil, suffered serious socio-political issues which were 
exacerbated by the major increases in Saudi Arabian oil production from 1975 to 1979. 
Following two years of popular movement against the Shah—primarily led by Leftist and 
Islamist groups—the Shah left in exile. Governmental power now rested in the opposition-
based Prime Minister. The American Embassy was stormed and all workers there were held 
hostage. Violent conflict quickly took over the streets replacing the Shah officially with 
Ayatollah Khomeini. A national referendum, spearheaded by Khomeini, voted to establish an 
“Islamic Republic.”8 The loss of an important American Ally in the Middle East and the 
ongoing hostage crisis are massive blows to American policy goals and widespread support for 
the Carter Administration. 

 
In Central America, the left-leaning Sandinistas in Nicaragua have emerged victorious against 
the American supported Dictatorship of Anastasio Somoza Debayle after 20 years of struggle. 
This allows greater Soviet influence in the region and increases their ability to support left-
leaning paramilitary groups in the area; however, it is certain that the Americans will seek to 
prevent this government from lasting. Central America is on the brink of a hot war which 
would be disastrous for all parties. 
 
Meanwhile, the World is stuck in economic desolation due to years of stagnation. The failure 
of traditional American Economic Policy along with a series of inefficient five-year plans 
resulted in a loss of efficiency and productivity; however, the Soviet Oil sector is booming. The 
First Oil Crisis has ended but a Second Oil Crisis has begun due to the Iranian Revolution. 
Simultaneously, a new era of world trade is dawning while India industrializes and China 
opens itself up to international trade. The mobilization of these population centres as 
producers and purchasers will provide a much-needed boost to the Economies of the World. 
 
As a new decade dawns on the world, difficult choices face its leaders. 
                                                                                                                                                       
7 Jonson, Lena. Tajikistan in the New Central Asia: Geopolitics, Great Power Rivalry and Radical Islam. I.B. 
Tauris, 2009. Print. 
8 Browne, Edward Granville. An Outline Of The History Of Persia During The Last Two Centuries (A.D. 1722-
1922). London: Packard Humanities Institute. Print. 
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Timeline 
 
1839-1842 – First Anglo-Afghan War. 
 
1878-1880 – Second Anglo-Afghan War. 
 
1895 – Russian Empire finishes its conquest of Central Asia north of Afghanistan of the 
Persian Empire. 
 
1901 – Anglo-Iranian Oil Company founded. 
 
1904-1905 – Russo-Japanese War. 
 
1905-1911 – Persian Constitutional Revolution ends with the Qajar Shah accepting a 
constitution. 
 
1914-1918 – First World War. 
 
1917-1922 – Russian Revolution. 
 
1922 – Joseph Stalin becomes General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union’s 
Central Committee. 
 
1925 – Iranian National Assembly loses authority when Reza Khan seizes power and deposes 
the Qajar Shar naming himself Reza Shah and abolishing the Constitution. 
 
1929 – Market Crash, beginning of the Great Depression. 
 
1929 – King Amanullah Khan of Afghanistan forced to resign, replaced with Habibullah 
Kalakani. 
 
1929 – Mohammed Nadir Shah takes power with army support and declares himself King of 
Afghanistan. 
 
1933 – The USA adopts Keynesian economic policies under the “New Deal.” 
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1933 – Mohammed Nadir Shah assassinated, his son Mohammed Zahir Shah declared King of 
Afghanistan. 
 
1939-1945 – The Second World War begins. 
 
1941 – Iranian National Assembly regains authority upon Reza Shah’s death and his son’s 
ascension to the throne. 
 
1945 – The first Atomic Bomb is developed by the United States of America 
 
1949 – First Soviet Nuclear Weapon test. 
 
1950 – The so-called Iron Curtain of Soviet Hegemony falls over Eastern Europe. 
 
1951 – Mohammad Mosaddegh is elected Prime Minister of Iran. 
 
1953 – Mosaddegh is overthrown by the UK and USA; a new absolutist regime is installed in 
place of the constitutional monarchy. 
 
1954 – Stalin dies. 
 
1961 – Cuban Revolution ends with a Communist victory. 
 
1963 – Cuban Missile Crisis. 
 
1964 – Afghanistan introduces a new constitution which includes a Democratic Assembly. 
 
1965 – The People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA) is founded. 
 
1968 – Soviet economic growth fuelled by industrialization slows as efficiency begins to 
decrease. 
 
1973 – Mohammed Daoud Khan deposes his cousin the King and declares himself President 
of Afghanistan. 
 
1973 – OPEC Crisis takes place. 
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1973-1974 – Stock market crash. 
 
April 27 1978 – Afghani military units aligned with the PDPA assault the Presidential Palace 
of Afghanistan and seize control of the country. 
 
May 1 1978 – Nur Mohammad Taraki installed as President of Afghanistan. 
 
July 1978 – An uprising begins in the Province of Nuristan, Afghanistan. 
 
December 5 1978 – Afghanistan signs a treaty with the USSR allowing the deployment of the 
Soviet Military into Afghanistan at the Afghani Government’s request. 
 
February 11 1979 – Rebel troops take control of Iran. 
 
1979 – Energy Crisis begins as Oil Prices rise due to loss of Iranian exports. 
 
1979 – Rebel groups in Afghanistan begin to organize into the Mujahedeen and gain strength. 
 
March 27 1979 – Hafizullah Amin named Prime Minister of Afghanistan. 
 
April 1 1979 – The Islamic Republic of Iran is founded by a National Referendum, Khomeini 
declared Supreme Leader. 
 
September 14 1979 – Amin overthrows Taraki declaring himself President of Afghanistan. 
 
October-November 1979 – Amin begins making inroads with Pakistan to distance 
Afghanistan from the USSR and gain new allies and trading partners. 
 
November 1979 – The Soviet Union moves 30,000 troops to the Afghani border for an 
unknown purpose. 
 

Historical Analysis 
 
Afghanistan has a complicated and fascinating history. This section discusses the religious, 
ethnic, and demographic make-up of the country as well as the history of the region and how 
it relates to the current crisis. 
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Ethnic Groups 
Afghanistan is located at the crossroads of Eurasia, in the central portion of the Silk Road and 
where one can transverse the Hindu Kush. Migration from all directions has resulted in 
Afghanistan being home to a myriad of ethnic groups. 
 
The two largest ethnic group in Afghanistan are the Pashtuns and Tajiks. Making up 
approximately 70% of the population of Afghanistan, these Persian groups are found both in 
urban and rural locations. Pashtuns mainly populate the majority of the heartland of the 
nation located in the south and make up the majority of the urban population. Tajiks are 
more prevalent in the far North-East and west of Afghanistan. The rural populations are 
primarily agrarian but have a substantive pastoral subset as well. The vast majority of 
Pashtuns and Tajiks follow Sunni Islam.9 

 
There are also the Hazaras who follow Shia Islam and compose the majority population of the 
central portion of Afghanistan. They speak a distinct Iranian language and are culturally more 
distinct than the Tajiks and Pashtuns. They make up approximately 10% of the population 
and are primarily agrarian. There is a long history of hate between them and the central 
Afghani governments and many of them would rather join Iran than remain part of an 
Afghanistan, secular or otherwise. 
 
The final major group is the Uzbeks, a Turkic group that is a linguistic outlier in the primarily 
Iranian speaking Afghanistan. They are mainly Sunni and make up approximately 7% of the 
population of Afghanistan. They are more pastoral than any of the other major ethnic groups 
and have had a tradition of unrest under the Pashtun run Afghani government. 
 
Other minor ethnic groups compose a major portion of the population; however, they can be 
classified into two main groups. The first is Sunni Pastoralists, these are Balochs and Aimaqs 
primarily and are particularly anti-Socialist. The second is Shia groups—mainly Agrarian or 
urban, they are typically wealthier, and in favour of a stronger state and religious freedoms, 
they are more likely to support the Socialist Regime. 
 
These groups divide Afghanistan and can be played against one another to support the Great 
Power’s aims for the future of Afghanistan; however, ethnic conflict is of questionable ethics 
and prone to grow beyond outside control.10 

                                                
9 https://library.iit.edu/ 
10 Jonson, Lena. Tajikistan in the New Central Asia: Geopolitics, Great Power Rivalry and Radical Islam. I.B. 
Tauris, 2009. Print. 
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Religious Composition 
Approximately 85% of the Afghani Population follows Sunni Islam while approximately 13% 
of the population follows Twelver Shia Islam, the rest either being non-Religious or following 
another religion—primarily minor Islamic Sects or Dharmic Faiths. Both Sunni and Shia 
communities vary widely in how conservative their interpretation of the Quran and the 
Hadiths are; urban populations are generally more secular or liberal religiously. Although not 
universal trends, agrarian populations generally moderately conservative, and pastoral 
populations generally being strongly conservative.  
 
The deeply religious nature of the nation makes support for an inherently areligious ideology 
limited and the openly atheistic nature of a number of PDPA members has sown deep distrust 
within the more traditional segments of Afghan society. For rebel groups, this will be a useful 
mobilization tool and will be a major obstacle to any socialist rule in Afghanistan. However, as 
many Iranian and Arabic political factions are demonstrating, Leftist thought and traditional 
Islamic beliefs are not inherently contradictory. They share similar goals and ethical 
premises—both believing in the supremacy of the community over that of the individual. 
 
Demographics 
Afghanistan is primarily young, rural, and uneducated. The way of life of much of the rural 
population has changed relatively little since the 19th century. Land can be divided into four 
main categories: urban, rural agrarian, rural pastoral, and uninhabited. The urban areas are 
similar to most other cities and towns in the region and are dominated by younger, 
professional men. These areas have the highest rates of literacy and the best access to social 
services such as healthcare and education. They are the least religious and the most likely to 
support the Socialist Regime. Rural agrarian areas are similar to how they have been for 
generations except for modern irrigation found in more central and wealthy areas. Power rests 
in the landowners who are typically patriarchs of old families who served as the backbone of 
the pseudo-feudal structure of Afghanistan in centuries past.  
 
The PDPA has enacted policies to break up the land of these wealthy magnates and separate 
them into smaller plots or collective property; these land reforms have been incredibly 
unpopular and surprisingly ineffective, in large part due to the method of implementation 
which ignored the needs or wants of the local populace. Support of the new government has 
gone down very sharply in recent months due to the land reform policies.  
 
The rural pastoral populations are in many ways similar to the rural agrarian communities. 
They too are governed and organized by the remnants of the old, pseudo-feudal system as 
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they are arranged into clans and tribes. Deeply religious and traditional, they are generally 
apathetic to the affairs of the state, so long as they do not actively disturb their pastoral way of 
life. In recent months they have been aggravated by attempts by the state to change their way 
of life and may soon become a hotbed of anti-government action. The uninhabited areas may 
have wealth in resources and could serve as hiding spots for rebel groups. 
 
History  
The region’s strategic position makes it "a gateway to India, impinging on the ancient Silk 
Road, which carried trade from the Mediterranean to China;”11 however, its rough terrain 
makes it difficult to control and manage directly. It came under the sway of Muslim rulers in 
642CE when Herat was conquered and turned into the easternmost outpost for the Caliphate 
and the staging point for future campaigns east and north. A campaign of Islamification was 
undertaken and was quite effective with the majority of the population converting to Sunni 
Islam by the 9th century.12 

 
Afghan history has been led by numerous powerful and influential leaders that have made 
several substantial reforms and regressions to form the modern borders and geopolitical 
atmosphere of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan.13 
 

In 1747 the Persian Shah was killed in India resulting in a civil war in the Empire. A powerful 
Afghani General was elected Shah of Afghanistan, and he took the name Durrani. In 1751 he 
conquered the entirety of Afghanistan, creating the state we know today in the process, as well 
as Pakistan and a portion of Iran. Throughout his reign, he made forays into India and took 
major victories over the Marathi Confederacy and other powerful Indian states. After his 
death, his heir made Kabul the administrative capital of the state but died soon after. Some 
minor succession crisis and weak monarchs followed. In this, the Sikh Kingdom of the Punjab 
conquered the majority of Pakistan from the Durrani Dynasty reducing Afghanistan nearly to 
its modern borders. The Sikh Kingdom was eventually defeated by the British bringing the 
British Empire to border Afghanistan. 
 
During this period both Russia and Britain were engaged in large scale conquest in Central 
Asia. Their conflict over Afghanistan—commonly referred to as the Great Game—would 
define the Afghani situation in the 19th century. Russia sought to conquer and subdue 
                                                
11 Adamec, Ludwig W. Historical Dictionary of Afghanistan. Scarecrow Press, 2011. p. 1. Print.  
12 Dupree, Nancy Hatch. Sites in Perspective (Chapter 3). An Historical Guide To Afghanistan Afghan Tourist 
Organization, Kabul, 1971. 
13 Browne, Edward Granville. An Outline Of The History Of Persia During The Last Two Centuries (A.D. 1722-
1922). London: Packard Humanities Institute. Print. 
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Afghanistan in the hope of eventually gaining access to a warm water port on the Persian Gulf 
or the Indian Ocean. The British sought to prevent this and keep India exclusively British. 
Afghanistan came into the British sphere to serve as a buffer zone between the two great 
powers. British influence in Afghanistan eventually resulted in the Persian Empire invading in 
1837 to remove the British Garrison and restore the area to Persian control. The so called 
Siege of Herat ended in a failure for the Persians, but it changed the attitude of the Durranis 
towards the British. This change of attitude caused conflict with the British, resulting in the 
First Anglo-Afghan War between 1839 and 1842. This War was a decisive Afghan victory on 
the battlefield and humiliation for the British; however, the British managed to have their 
strategic aims recognized and the result is best described as a white peace.14 
 

In 1877 the British attempted to send a mission to Kabul with the purpose of bringing 
Afghanistan more directly into the British fold. The Shah rejected this mission; consequently, 
the Second Anglo-Afghan War broke out in 1878. Lasting till 1880 the war was a British 
Victory resulting in Afghanistan signing away foreign relations but maintaining internal 
sovereignty as a buffer state between the Raj and the Russian Empire. This treaty blocked the 
Russian plan of gaining a warm water port via the middle east. However, it did not change 
Russian policy towards warm water ports. 
 
After the conflict, Amir Abdur Rahman ascended to the throne. He reformed the structure of 
government, army, and legal system as well as determined the modern borders of Afghanistan 
with the British and Russians, creating a never seen period of unity and stability began within 
Afghanistan. The increased centralization chaffed many of the traditional tribal leaders, 
however. Afghanistan withdrew from international affairs, isolating themselves. The British 
allowed this so that they would remain a neutral buffer state between themselves and their 
longstanding rivals, the Russian Empire. In 1901 Abdur Rahman died and was succeeded by 
his son Habibullah Khan.1516 

 

World War One broke out in 1914, and the German Government made efforts to bring 
Afghanistan into the fold of the central powers. Habidullah decided against this and did not 
attack India. Much of the population of Afghanistan and many members of the royal family 
disagreed with this decision, weary of British influence within the country. In 1919, following 
the end of the First World War, Habibullah was assassinated—most likely by anti-British 
Afghans. Amanullah Khan, Habibullah's third son, ascended the throne upon his father's 
                                                
14 Browne, Edward Granville. An Outline Of The History Of Persia During The Last Two Centuries (A.D. 1722-
1922). London: Packard Humanities Institute. Print. 
15 Ibid. 
16 Omrani, Bijan. Afghanistan and the Search for Unity. Vol. 38, Asian Affairs, 2007. Print. 
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death and quickly began the Third Anglo-Afghan War with an invasion of India in 1919. 
After a number of aggressive and successful Afghani attacks, the war weary United Kingdom 
acquiesced to Amanullah’s demands, granting sovereignty over foreign policy to the Emir. 
After winning the Third Afghan War, his popularity was substantial; he used this authority to 
begin an aggressive campaign of social and political reform, trying to modernize Afghanistan. 
This involved going on a grand tour of Europe and Turkey, opening schools for both boys and 
girls, abolishing the traditional veil, strengthening the central government, attempting to 
remove the pseudo-feudal system, signing a treaty of friendship with the USSR in 1921, 
allowing freedom of the press, and many more reforms. He modernized the military, using 
Soviet planes to form an air force. However, he lost much of the military support when he 
reduced the size of the armed forces, cut the pay of officers, and changed advancement to 
meritocratic—alienating the tribal leaders who controlled advancement beforehand. One of 
the military commanders alienated by these reforms was the Minister of War, Muhammed 
Nadir Khan - leader of the Musahiban cadet branch of the royal family. He resigned from his 
post as a protest and served as ambassador to France in the form of self-imposed exile. [23] 
While his policies primarily affected urban areas, which were the least opposed to his reforms, 
the alienation of religious, military, and tribal leaders was too major for the situation to 
continue.17 

 

Revolution began in November 1928 when Pashtun tribesmen of the Shinwari clan took up 
arms against the state. Quickly gathering numbers, they marched towards Kabul; 
simultaneously, numerous Tajik groups joined together into a militia and marched south 
towards the capital. Due to dissatisfaction with Amanullah among the army, much of the 
regular army deserted. Amanullah abdicated the throne and escaped into exile in Italy. 
 
The Tajik forces, led by Habibullah Kalakani, took Kabul and began to administer the state. 
Muhammed Nadir Khan—a member of a cadet branch of the royal family—gathered a 
Pashtun army in Pakistan and joined with numerous Pashtun tribes within Afghanistan to 
take Kabul back. On October 10th, 1929 Kabul fell to Nadir, and on October 16th he was 
crowned King. He believed in a gradual process of modernization instead of the immediate 
modernization methods of Amanullah. His reign saw a revert to much of the pre-reform laws 
and practices; however, he kept a stronger centralized government and allowed greater 
freedom and equality for women within urban areas. 
 
He was succeeded by his son, the 19-year-old Mohammad Zahir Shah in 1933. Additional 
political freedoms were experimented with; however, they did not last, and a reversion to the 
                                                
17 Omrani, Bijan. Afghanistan and the Search for Unity. Vol. 38, Asian Affairs, 2007. Print. 
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traditional state of affairs soon followed. Ties with the Soviet Union were strengthened, and 
the country continued on a slow march towards modernity.  
 
Zahir, in 1964, instituted a relatively liberal constitution with a bicameral legislature; however, 
one-third of the deputies were to be appointed by the king and one-third elected by the 
provincial assemblies. This new constitution allowed for a few more steps towards modernity; 
however, more radical political beliefs were enabled to take root by this. This is best shown 
with the Peoples Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA). Following Soviet style Marxist-
Leninism the party suffered a schism in 1967 between the Khalq and Parcham parties. The 
Khalq Party being influential in the military and believing in violent revolution and forcing 
reforms onto the people; the Parcham Party believing in a more Kautskyan gradual move 
towards Socialism, preferably skipping the revolution. These groups are in no way unified, but 
they work together for mutual protection and to encourage socialism. 
 
In 1971 and 1972 Afghanistan suffered a severe drought. This ruined the economic livelihood 
of many Afghani Civilians; simultaneously, corruption within the royal family was becoming 
public knowledge. Taking advantage of the crisis, Mohammed Daoud Khan declared himself 
President and Prime Minister of the newly formed Republic of Afghanistan in 1973. The 
Coup was bloodless, but his reign was not popular nor effective. He abolished the 1964 
constitution and, in 1977, replaced it with a new one. The government attempted to institute 
necessary reforms on economic and social issues. However, these reforms simply exacerbated 
the animosity between the administration and the general populace. As the government was 
losing support more populist orientated, radical groups—most importantly the PDPA—began 
voicing anti-Government opinions and pushing for a regime change. 
 
In 1978, Mir Akbar Khyber, a high ranking PDPA member, was assassinated by the 
government. As the PDPA protested his murder at Khyber’s funeral, a substantial portion of 
the membership was arrested. As this crisis unfolded, Hafizullah Amin and the Khalqi 
military officers, led by General Abdul Qadir, managed to orchestrate a coup d’état, despite 
not having approval from the party leaders. On the morning of April 27th, 1978, Khalqi 
military units began a violent attack on Kabul to take control of the city. A tank column 
entered the city around noon, and military and paramilitary soldiers occupied important 
routes through the city. A series of Soviet made fighter planes which made up the Afghani 
Airforces launched missiles into the city, destroying some of the remaining centres of 
government resistance and bombarding the Presidential Palace. Fighting broke out among the 
ministry buildings, simultaneously. At 18:00, a radio broadcast on Radio Afghanistan 
announced that the Khalq were overthrowing Daoud. This brought it to public knowledge 
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that the coup was led by the PDPA. The day of the Coup also was divisive, however; it took 
place the day before the Islamic day of worship - when the military and government workers 
are given time off. Throughout the night the airplanes intensified their assault on the Palace, 
reducing it to rubble. 
 
As the dawn broke over Kabul, the ruins of the Palace surrounded by Communist groups, 
Daoud and the other survivors attempted to attack the soldiers with pistols: they were killed 
shortly after. As fighting in the southern sections of the city finished up, Kabul came 
completely under PDPA control. 
 

Current Situation 
 
After taking control of the capital, they declared the People’s Republic of Afghanistan with 
Nur Mohammad Taraki of the Khalq Faction as President and Prime Minister. The cabinet 
was designed to prevent the degrading relationship between the two factions from breaking 
down further. This involved Karmal, leader of the Parchams, being appointed Deputy Prime 
Minister and Amin, second highest ranking Khalqi, being named Foreign Minister. The new 
government signed a Treaty of Friendship with the USSR allowing the Government of 
Afghanistan to call in Soviet troops in times of crisis. The Cabinet was able to pass many 
reforms. The included the banning of traditional female veils, equal rights for women, 
reforming land ownership by breaking up the large plots owned by Tribal leaders, changing 
the flag, and banning usury—which is forbidden in Islam as well. The relationships between 
the parties soon broke down and in July the Parchami members of the cabinet lost their 
positions. In July, a tribal revolution began in Nuristan Province, leading to an ineffective 
military response.  In August, General Abdur Qadir and other Khalqi military leaders were 
accused of attempting to overthrow Taraki and subsequently executed. Taraki and Amin then 
ruled Afghanistan instituting further land reforms and social reforms for the next year. These 
further reforms and governmental instability resulted in more tribal areas entering into 
rebellion. 
 
The social reforms were very effective in Herat and Kabul and many young women entered 
the workforce or began studying; this demographic quickly becoming the most pro-PDPA 
demographic. However, the land reforms were disastrous. While the systems of usury were 
exploitative and inefficient, the failure to provide a replacement resulted in an agricultural 
crisis and famine taking over a substantial portion of the nation. A journalist criticized the 
method of land reform as “confiscating land in a haphazard manner that enraged everyone, 



CAHSMUN 2018 HCC Backgrounder 14 
 

benefited no one, and reduced food production.”181920 Taraki's coup changed all that. Between 
April 1978 and the Soviet invasion of December 1979, Afghan Communists executed 27,000 
political prisoners at the sprawling Pul-i-Charki prison six miles east of Kabul....Many of the 
victims were village mullahs and headmen who were obstructing the modernization and 
secularization of the intensely religious Afghan countryside. By Western standards, this was a 
salutary idea in the abstract. But it was carried out in such a violent way that it alarmed even 
the Soviets.”21 

 

The famine, land reform, political repression, and forced modernization and secularization 
alienated much of the Afghani populace. This directly led to thousands of young men joining 
Mujahedeen groups. Saudi Arabia armed these Mujahedeen groups and trained them in 
Pakistan. Numerous wealthy Saudi families—notably the Bin Ladin Family—would send sons 
to serve as leaders of Mujahedeen groups in Afghanistan. They also brought with them 
Wahhabism, a recent hardline conservative interpretation of Islam originating in Saudi 
Arabia. This was effective at mobilizing many of the more conservative communities in favour 
of the Mujahedeen cause. 
 
Taraki, forced to rely more and more on Amin as the party lost members due to infighting, 
was forced by Amin to resign as Prime Minister in favour of Amin on March 27th, 1979. 
Amin began to work against Taraki and plot against him, making inroads in relationships 
with Pakistan without Taraki’s knowledge. The rebellion against the PDPA grew in size and 
scope; the military was ineffective at combating the unconventional and asymmetrical warfare 
techniques of the Mujahedeen throughout the summer. In September, disagreements between 
Taraki and Amin began to surface: Taraki sought to accomplish a complete social revolution 
within Afghanistan and create an enlightened, secular, socialist state while Amin wanted to 
prevent the crisis from growing further by working with Pakistan and moving away from the 
Soviet fold, hopefully ending foreign support for the rebels. 
 
On the 14th of September, Amin—with officers loyal to him—declared himself president and 
arrested Taraki. Taking power in a coup d’état, Amin began to govern the country. Amin 
refused to address any of the severe economic issues plaguing the nation; however, he did not 
further exacerbate the crisis through additional reforms. His diplomatic overtures to Pakistan 

                                                
18 Kaplan, Robert D. Soldiers of God: With Islamic Warriors in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Knopf Doubleday 
Publishing Group, 1990, p. 116. Print. 
19 http://www.workersliberty.org/node/1935 
20 http://countrystudies.us/afghanistan/29.htm 
21 Kaplan, Robert D. Soldiers of God: With Islamic Warriors in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Knopf Doubleday 
Publishing Group, 1990, p. 116. Print. 
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and by extension the United States have not been successful; however, at preventing Pakistani 
support for the Mujahedeen - although the United States has yet to begin directly supporting 
the Mujahedeen. Amin has alienated the Soviets and the members of the army and the PDPA 
who supported working with the Soviets. As Afghanistan starts to fall apart, the Soviets have 
begun to mobilize troops throughout their territory, having 30,000 troops near the Afghan 
border on the current date of December 1st, 1979. 
 
Iran 
Iran is an ancient nation, with a history of blood and triumph. The people of Iran have been 
conquerors and the conquered, ruling great empires stretching into Anatolia and the Levant, 
or being crushed under the Arab or Mongol boot.  
 
Under the Abbasids, Persia became the cultural centre of the empire, with Persianization 
pushing against the previous Arab dominance of the Caliphates. During the Islamic Golden 
Age, Persian scientists and artists dominated the intellectual spheres of Baghdad and Persia 
became a land famous for its progress and prosperity. However, as Persia was given further 
and further autonomy, this made Persia vulnerable to conquest by the Seljuk Turks, who 
swept in and conquered Iran and the Levant. Their later collapse fractured Persia into various 
squabbling kingdoms which were brutally crushed by the Mongols, who destroyed most 
urban centres and crushed any attempt at rebellion.  
Upon the fracturing of the Mongol Empire and its successor state, Persia was split between 
various independent Persian states in the north and northwest, and conquered by the Black 
and White Turks in the West, while the rest of Iran fell under the rule of Timur, a Turkish 
descendent of Genghis Khan. 
 
After the death of Timur and the following chaos, the Safavids, a quasi-theocratic state based 
in Persian Azerbaijan conquered all of Persia and created the first independent Persian State 
since the Sassanians. The Safavids followed Twelver Shia Islam, separate from much of the rest 
of the Levant which was a home of the Sunni sect. The Safavids, however, heavily enforced 
their faith and Persia became majority Shia under their rule.   
 
The Iranian people, angry at the failure of reform and to repel foreign military expeditions, 
revolted and established a constitutional monarchy in 1906. Under the new, more democratic 
regime, reform began and Persia looked to be on the path to recovery. However, in 1908 oil 
was discovered by the British, and this marked the beginning of an era of Persian exploitation 
reducing the nation to nothing more than a pawn in international politics. With the Great 
Game in full swing between Russia and Britain, both nations split the country into spheres of 
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influence and then occupied it during the First World War. The collapse of Russia and 
weakness of Britain after the War lead both powers to retreat. The weakness of the Qajars 
evident, Reza Shah Pahlavi overthrew the monarchy and established himself and his family as 
the Pahlavi dynasty. 
 
The Pahlavis proved to be as incompetent as the Qajars, and forced attempts at societal 
modernization only served to irritate their people. The growing authoritarian nature of the 
Pahlavi regime only served to decrease the popularity of the government in the eyes of the 
people further. Under Mohammad Reza Shah, son of Reza Shah Pahlavi, the situation only 
became worse. After the election of the socialist Mohammad Mossadegh to the position of 
Prime Minister, and his attempt to regulate then later nationalize the British and American 
owned oil fields, Reza Shah cooperated with Britain and the USA to engage in a coup which 
removed Mossadegh and put himself in absolute power. This served to put nearly every sector 
of Iranian society against him, creating great unrest and an unsustainable situation. 
 
Inflation, unemployment, unsustainable wealth gaps, and the presence of thousands of skilled 
foreign workers defined the economic situation of the 1970s. The Shah and his family grew to 
control upwards of 20 billion USD (67 billion USD in today's value) which further alienated 
much of the working class. Combined with his forced secularization and areligious policies 
both leftist and Islamist political factions were dissatisfied with the regime and sought change. 
In the mid-70s the economic situation worsened, and hundreds of thousands lost their jobs—
primarily lower class, religious people. The Shah founded the Rastakhiz party, banned all 
other political organizations, and forced all citizens to join his political party. This rampant 
and blatant authoritarianism angered many civilians. In response, the German-Iranian 
Cultural association organized the Ten Nights. Iranian poets and writers read their works to 
massive crowds and called for the lifting of rules on freedom of expression and the end of the 
strict censorship enforced. 
 
In response to an article written on behalf of the Shah denouncing the popular Islamic 
Theorist and anti-Shah leader Khomeini, a group of students in Qom got into violent conflict 
with police forces. The opposition claimed that 70 had died in these clashes; however, the 
truth was only two died. Their funerals 40 days later were used as gathering sites for further 
protests. 
 
As the Shah faced political crisis at home a new economic crisis was born as Saudi oil 
production increased massively resulting in an economic crisis for the oil dependant Iranian 
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economy. The economic crisis exacerbated the political crisis, and the Shah was unable to 
respond properly. 
 
Every 40 days a series of protests around the country would be organized by Khomeini, and 
these protests would inevitably turn violent; the deaths in these protests then would be 
exaggerated, and the victims made martyrs. The victims' funerals, 40 days later, would then 
serve as the reasoning for the next series of protests. In response to the worsening crisis, the 
Shah decided to liberalize further. He stripped censorship laws, announced a democratic 
election for 1979, attempted to reduce familial corruption, and ended military trials for 
protestors. The Shah fired the chief of the secret police and tried to negotiate with the 
moderate wing of the protesters. While this did not stop the protests, the constant growth did 
not continue and the state no longer appeared to be in crisis. 
 
The crisis started up again when 422 people were killed in an arson attack on a movie theatre. 
Khomeini blamed the Shah and the populace was incited by this. More and more joined the 
protests and the situation began to grow out of control. 
 
During Ramadan, the Islamic Holy Month, a series of inflation controls resulted in a massive 
wave of unemployment. The newly unemployed quickly joined in with those already 
protesting. As Ramadan ended, 500,000 gathered for the festivities. The clergy, followers of 
Khomeini, used the gathering as a march through Tehran. Protests grew in size over the 
following days. In this period a new call gathered: Khomeini to return and a republic 
according to Islamic principles to be established. In response, the Shah declared Martial Law. 
This resulted in the death of protesters which enflamed the protesters further. 
 
A series of strikes at oil refineries followed, shutting down an important portion of the 
economy. The BBC began to focus on Khomeini which—it being the only Western Radio 
Station commonly listened to in Iran—encouraged his brand of Islamic Republicanism and 
encouraged more to flock to his banner in the name of revolution against the Shah. On 
November 5th Tehran erupted in violence as youth destroyed all Western and Secular 
symbols, the police and army did nothing to prevent them. The Shah installed a military 
government to quell the chaos, but only caused more strife as protesters began to fear for their 
safety even more. Nine million civilians protested on the 10th and 11th of December, 1978 
demanding the end of the monarchy and for Khomeini to return to Iran. In response, the 
Shah resigned and left a regency under the leadership of a moderate revolutionary in power. 
However, the pro-Khomeini momentum was too powerful and many cities fell to protesters, 
the government losing control of much of the country. On February 1st, 1979 Khomeini 
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returned to adoring crowds. He declared a provisional government headed by himself from 
the outskirts of Tehran. On February 11th, 1979 pro-Khomeini forces seized control of Iran. 
 
The government, headed by Khomeini as the supreme leader, attempted to stabilize the state; 
however, a crisis is ongoing and the government is in disarray with conflict between different 
segments of the revolution. After a popular referendum declared an Islamic Republic 
Khomeini ascended to power as the official leader of the state, the new government banned all 
exports of oil to the USA and took national control of the Iranian oil reserves. In November 
the American embassy was occupied by young revolutionaries. This economic crisis, 
combined with the occupation of the embassy has made the USA antithetical towards the new 
Iranian regime; their relationship with the USSR, however, is uncertain. Meanwhile, Marxist 
and federalist guerrillas lead revolts throughout many of the outlying areas, particularly in 
Iranian Kurdistan. The way forward in Iran is unclear and their stance in the cold war remains 
to be determined. 
 
Nicaragua 
The Somoza family ruled Nicaragua as dictators from 1937 to 1979 through control of the 
National Guard, a militia infamous for corruption and human rights violations.22 A hallmark 
of their rule was close ties with the United States, with much of Nicaragua’s economy being 
controlled by US multinational corporations. The dynasty controlled the economy, including 
vast holdings of farmland, sugar and coffee plantations, and infrastructure. Most Nicaraguan 
citizens lived in extreme poverty; infant mortality and illiteracy were rampant, even while the 
last scion of the family, Anastasia Somoza Debayle (often referred to simply as Somoza), had a 
fortune of over $500 million USD ($2 billion in 2018 money).23  
 
In the beginning, resistance and discontent were kept under a lid due to the sheer lack of 
agency of the rural population. However, in the wake of the successful Cuban revolution of 
Fidel Castro from a US-backed military dictator, the FSLN (Sandinista National Liberation 
Front) was formed in 1961.24 Largely Marxist-Leninist, but with somewhat nebulous political 
goals, their first aim was to remove the Somozas by mobilizing the large, rural population. 
Their initial guerilla efforts in the 1960s to disrupt the National Guard were unsuccessful, but 
after publishing an official statement of principles in 1969, which resonated with the poor, as 
well as Cuban military training, the Sandinistas began to gain ground. When, after an 

                                                
22 https://www.worldliteraturetoday.org/deaths-somoza-george-evans#.UqKFgijiJSo 
23 http://www.multinationalmonitor.org/hyper/issues/1985/04/nicaragua.html 
24 www.loc.gov/item/94021664/. 
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earthquake, Somoza embezzled aid funds to rebuild his estates, the Sandinista message began 
to resonate even more.25 

 

In December 1974, an FSLN group took several high officials and businessmen hostage, 
leading to Somoza to launch a campaign to extinguish the FSLN as a political force. This 
resulted in mass slaughter both of FSLN and unaffiliated peasants, and such violence was 
criticized by the Catholic Church, a keystone institution in Nicaragua. The FSLN would 
survive only by a sliver, with its few remaining members in hiding abroad.26 

 

In 1977, Jimmy Carter became president of the US and began to be ambivalent about 
Nicaragua’s illiberalism.27 Seeing an opportunity, a faction of the FSLN, the Terceristas, began 
to make alliances with members of Nicaragua’s elite to form a broad anti-Somozan alliance, by 
promising a mixed economy and political neutrality in the Cold War.28 

 

In 1978, Chamorro, a leading voice against the Somoza regime was killed. Many smelled a rat 
and suspected government involvement in his death. Immediate action was now the order of 
the day for the alliance groups. Moderates and Carter brokered a compromise that would 
remove Somoza but also exclude the FSLN, which completely discredited the center-right 
members of the anti-Somoza clique in the eyes of the people.29 The Terceristas abandoned 
their alliance with the moderates and fully joined with the left in a five-member leftist Junta 
government-in-exile, which planned to complete the overthrow of Somoza. Critically, this was 
not a FSLN-controlled Junta; it contained several sections of the left that would eventually 
form an opposition to the Sandinista government.30 

 

By the summer of 1979, Sandinista-National Guard struggle had escalated to its climax. In 
Managua, the US foreign office, rebel leaders, and the sitting government tried to broker a 
transition agreement; however, it was made obsolete when on July 17, Somoza was forced to 
resign by the FSLN and on July 19, the FSLN army formally entered Managua, welcoming in 
the five-member Junta to form a government.3132 

                                                
25 http://www.multinationalmonitor.org/hyper/issues/1985/04/nicaragua.html 
26 Lafeber, Walter. Inevitable Revolutions: The United States in Central America. W. W. Norton & Company, Jan. 
1993, p. 229. Print. 
27 https://www.brown.edu/Research/Understanding_the_Iran_Contra_Affair/timeline-nicaragua.php 
28 Roger Miranda; William E. Ratliff. The Civil War in Nicaragua: Inside the Sandinistas. Transaction Publishers, 
01 Mar. 1992. Print. 
29 Morley, Morris H. Washington, Somoza and the Sandinistas: Stage and Regime in US Policy toward Nicaragua 
1969 - 1981. Cambridge University Press, Aug. 2002, p. 106. Print. 
30 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Daniel-Ortega 
31 https://web.stanford.edu/group/arts/nicaragua/discovery_eng/history/background.html 
32 Grandin, Greg. A Century of Revolution. Durham, North Carolina: Duke University Press, 2010, p. 89. Print. 
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The Junta now faces a Nicaragua divided and destitute, torn by civil war and corporate control 
of resources. Illiteracy and poverty are both abundant, and medical care for the poor and 
middle class is negligible. The Junta faces opposition from many of the old government and 
army members as well as the United States and the wealthy upper class of Nicaragua. 

 
Economic Crisis 
In the 1970s, the world experienced an economic crisis of a severity which had not been seen 
since the Great Depression of the 1930s. It affected all sides of the Cold War and had vast 
geopolitical implications. There are several important causes and effects. 
 
In 1971, to counter growing inflation in the United States economy, the administration of 
Richard Nixon tried to counter inflation by ending the convertibility of the United States 
dollar to gold, creating a fiat currency. The results were dubious; this was accompanied by 
removing earlier price and wage controls, so no progress with inflation was made. As well, the 
weaker dollar discouraged Americans from importing products from overseas, causing 
turmoil all around the world as the US is an important market for products. 
 
This was exacerbated by the Arab oil embargo in 1973 in response to American support for 
Israel in the Yom Kippur War. This supply shock caused higher prices in oil which—due to 
it’s role as the base of the economy—led higher prices in general and increasing inflation. 
With higher prices, demand for consumer products falls. Consequently, profits, wages, 
employment, and investment fall as well, leading to an overall recession worldwide. This oil 
shock had important Cold War effects: the US and its allies could be threatened not only by 
the Soviet Union and the People’s Republic of China, but other regional powers as well. Saudi 
Arabia gained immense diplomatic leverage. 
 
The Soviet Union was affected by these global events just as much as the West. Reform was 
attempted in the late 1960s under Premier Alexei Kosygin, but the Prague Spring put 
reformism out of fashion amongst Soviet leadership, and Brezhnev began to outmaneuver 
Kosygin as the chief architect of policy. As a result, the economy began to stagnate in the mid-
1970s due to the global implications of the oil shock and Nixon shock, as well as failure to 
reform the collectivized agriculture system and stagnation in industrialization and a loss of 
efficiency in industrial sectors. The Oil Crisis has not crippled the USSR to the same degree 
that it has crippled the USA because the USSR is mostly self contained in its oil usage. 
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American Outlook 
The clear goal for the United States cabinet is to re-establish and maintain pro-American 
regimes in the Middle East. The Afghan Crisis and Iranian Revolution, which can both be 
considered as extensions of the Cold War, will decide the future political position of United 
States in Middle East. With the loss of trust from various Middle Eastern nation after the Yom 
Kippur War, it is to the geopolitical interest of United States to secure regimes that can allow 
United States to maintain regional hegemony in the Middle East. While it is hard to engage in 
direct military action as Soviets could, the United States will have to adapt to more covert 
ways of instigating power-change including funding of insurgencies or using other nations 
such as Pakistan as a middle-man. 
 
This policy of intervention is longstanding and has been enshrined in American Foreign 
Policy since the early 19th Century with the Monroe Doctrine - in which all states in the 
Americas were to be in the geopolitical sphere of the USA. This applies to Nicaragua: in 
Nicaragua the old, the American supported Somoza family of dictators have been overthrown 
by a left leaning Junta headed by the Sandinistas. This is further exacerbated by the Truman 
Doctrine from the beginning of the Cold War; the Truman Doctrine declares that the USA 
can and will act to prevent the expansion of Communism and will act against all left leaning 
political movements. The recent events in Nicaragua, Afghanistan, and Iran all call upon the 
USA through one or more of these doctrines. 
 
Meanwhile, the United States is also faced with on-going oil crisis due to the loss of Iranian oil 
exports. Oil shock from the decrease in global supply caused the price of crude oil to almost 
double. The United States is barely recovering from the First Oil Crisis of 1973 caused by the 
OPEC Oil Embargo. This already high price of fossil fuels was pushed further by the loss of oil 
supply from Iran. Most crucially, the new supreme leader Ayatollah Khomeini proves to be 
anti-Western authoritarian. The outcome of the Iranian Revolution will determine much of 
the Iranian oil friendliness towards United States. 
 
In addition to the oil crisis, stagflation and rising unemployment continue to corrupt the 
American economy. Oil crisis and its results of contracting aggregate supply had a major role 
in influencing this stagflation; however, deeper domestic policy issues such as unstable interest 
rates, lack of public demand, and low consumer confidence also have a huge role in the 
growing recession. Such domestic economic crisis plays out to be a cumbersome hindrance to 
the cabinets’ actions in the Middle East. 
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With the rise of a potential soviet backed communist government, growing stagflation due to 
unemployment, the rise of another energy crisis, and another election around the corner of 
1980, the United States cabinet will have to find solutions balancing public opinion on 
domestic policies and a successful outcome in the Middle East that favours the American 
citizens; simultaneously, they need to attempt to win the next election as Carter’s popularity 
plummets. 
 
Soviet Outlook 
The Soviet Union—under the leadership of Leonid Brezhnev—faces successes in the Cold 
War: Nicaragua has finally been liberated from the Somoza family, the Shah has been 
deposed, Afghanistan has installed a Socialist Government, and the Free Market Societies face 
an economic crisis of a magnitude not seen since the 1930s. However, not all is well for the 
Soviets. The Shah has been replaced by a traditionally religious regime which is cracking down 
on leftist organizations throughout the nation. Afghanistan is in civil war, the PDPA is 
fracturing, and Amin is looking to move away from the Soviet Sphere. The Soviet policy of 
supporting leftist groups worldwide is based on a number of points. The first is the call for 
workers revolution worldwide found within the basic premise of Communism. The next is the 
Leninist conception of global war against bourgeoisie; which—while having been made far 
more moderate than it was in times past—is still an important part of Soviet Foreign Policy. 
The final, most important policy is the Brezhnev Doctrine which asserts the USSR’s “right and 
duty to go to war in foreign countries if and when an existing socialist regime was 
threatened.”33 The Soviets will do everything in their power to keep these nascent Socialist 
States alive, even if it involves direct military intervention. 
 
While the Soviet Union has been spared the worst of the Oil Crisis—the USSR being the 
worlds single largest producer of petroleum—decades of inefficient five year plans and the 
refusal to engage in reforms following the disaster which was the Prague Spring has caused 
stagnation in all sectors of the Soviet economy. Most noticeably, with the inefficiencies of the 
collectivized agricultural sector—the Virgin Lands Campaign only postponing the collapse. A 
series of mild food shortages due to inefficiency in the late 70s resulted in thousands going 
hungry, though few died. Industrial production has also stagnated, with many workers 
underemployed and the industries failing to add capital. The loss of China as an ally and 
trading partner has also proven a serious issue for the economy of the USSR. 
 

                                                
33 https://www.pri.org/stories/2014-08-12/moscow-has-long-history-making-interesting-excuses-its-military-
interventions 
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The possible solutions to this crisis are many, there’s the classic reformist idea of loosening up 
state control of the economy and opening up the economy to international trade and 
commerce, there’s the radical premise of granting private owners additional economic power 
and transitioning from strict socialism - an unacceptable proposal to the current Politburo 
and Party Leadership, or perhaps simply an inquiry into inefficiencies in industry and 
agriculture and a series of better designed five year plans would solve the crisis. The Politburo 
must make their five year plan for the 1980-1985 periods, and deal with the economic crisis 
with it. 
 
The USSR faces serious issues within and without; the Politburo needs to act decisively but 
also must bring forth new ideas to move forward towards the new millennia. 
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