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Letter from the Director 
 
Dear Delegates, 
 
My name is Xavi Delgado, and I have the honour as serving as the Director for this year’s 
Joint Crisis Committee (JCC), which will be centered around the impactful American 
Revolution in the late 18th Century. In classic JCC-fashion, two blocs (American and British) 
will be pitted against each other and, over the course of the conference, fight for dominance. 
 
The unique thing about this JCC is that there is no build-up. Unlike in most other crisis 
committees, you do not get to choose whether or not you send in the military: the committee 
will start in 1776, and the two blocs will have been actively fighting for nearly one year. Both 
sides of the conflict have considerable advantages and disadvantages, and though they are 
discussed in-depth further down, I encourage you to research both blocs, regardless of which 
one you’re assigned to. Knowing your enemy and their weaknesses can be the difference 
between success and failure in this committee. 
 
As the Crisis Director, I’ll be providing updates and managing how the situation plays out, but 
will be noticeably absent from each committee room for extended amounts of time. In my 
stead, Chris Pang will be directing the American Bloc alongside Mary Dong, and Arjun Mehta 
will be directing the British Bloc alongside Daniel Yan.  
 
Please feel free to contact any of the staff members for questions pertaining to your specific 
bloc, or me if the question concerns the committee in general. 
 
Good luck with your research, and I look forward to meeting all of you in March. 
 
Sincerely, 
Xavi Delgado 
HCC Director – CAHSMUN 2017 
!
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Committee Description 
!
The outcome of the American Revolution had implications across the globe: the British 
Empire, having lost its first significant battle in centuries, was forced to give up its foothold in 
the New World and warily manage the rest of its colonies. France, after aiding American 
forces during the Revolution, found itself facing internal conflict that led to a full-on civil war 
in 1789. America, officially free from the clutches of mercantilism, faced an uncertain future. 
As time went on, the industrial revolution changed the international economic landscape, 
Europe fell into two devastating wars, and the era of colonialism came to an end as Britain’s 
former 13 colonies expanded and slowly grew into the modern-day hegemony known as the 
United States of America. 
 
This committee, however, will not necessarily follow the real-life events of the Revolution. 
 
The year is 1776: Britain and the colonies are in open conflict, France has not officially 
declared its support for either side, and the Continental Congress has just issued the 
Declaration of Independence. 
 
Although ARJCC relies heavily on historical background information, any real-life events that 
occurred after the committee’s official start date (July 4th, 1776) are subject to change 
depending on actions taken by both cabinets. Because of this, research into the specifics of 
battles and alliances following the signing of the Declaration of Independence is discouraged, 
as delegates will benefit more from researching the history and current situation of their bloc. 
 
ARJCC will follow CAHSMUN’s official Rules of Procedure for crisis committees, meaning 
actions will be taken via either private or public directives. The Dais has the right to veto any 
directives it deems inappropriate. 
!

Topic A: The American Revolution 
Timeline 
 
February 10, 1763: The Treaty of Paris is signed, officially ending the Seven Year’s War. 
 
October 7, 1763: King George III issues the Proclamation of 1763. 
 
April 5, 1764: The British Government issues the Sugar Act. 
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March 22, 1765: The British Government issues the Stamp Act. 
 
March 15, 1765: The British Government issues the Quartering Act. 
 
May 30, 1765: The Virginia House of Burgesses issues the Virginia Resolves in response to the 
Stamp Act. 
 
October 7-25, 1765: Delegations from nine of the thirteen colonies convene in New York City 
for the Stamp Act Congress, resulting in the declaration of the Stamp Act as unconstitutional. 
 
March 18, 1765: British Parliament repeals the Stamp Act, but reaffirms its right to tax its 
colonies. 
 
June 29, 1767: The British Government issues the Townshend Acts. 
 
August 7, 1767: John Dickinson publishes the first of Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania, 
which criticize the Townshend Acts. 
 
October 1, 1768: As political unrest spreads amongst the colonies, British soldiers are sent to 
Boston. 
 
March 5, 1770: The Boston Massacre results in the deaths of five civilians who were harassing 
British soldiers. 
 
April 12, 1770: British Parliament repeals the Townshend Acts 
 
June 10, 1772: Angered by the restrictions the Navigation Acts have on the colonies’ 
economy, a group of citizens burn the HMS Gaspee off the coast of Rhode Island. 
 
May 10, 1773: The British Government issues the Tea Act to support the East India 
Company. 
 
December 16, 1773: In response to the Tea Acts, American patriots raid ships and throw 
£9,000 of tea into Boston Harbour. 
 
May-June 1774: Angered by the Boston Tea Party, British Parliament passes the Intolerable 
Acts. The colonies respond by boycotting British goods. 
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September 1774: The Continental Congress, which includes representatives from twelve of 
the colonies, organizes an opposition to the Intolerable Acts. 
 
April 19, 1775: The first shots are fired between British and American soldiers at the Battles 
of Lexington and Concord. 
 
June 16, 1775: George Washington is appointed commander-in-chief of the Continental 
Army. 
 
June 17, 1775: The Battle of Bunker Hill inflicts heavy casualties on British forces. 
 
July 5, 1775: The Continental Congress endorses the Olive Branch Petition, which asks the 
British Government to recognize American rights and repeal the Intolerable Acts. 
 
August 23, 1775: King George rejects the Olive Branch Petition and declared the colonies to 
be in open rebellion. 
 
January 9, 1776: Thomas Paine anonymously publishes Common Sense 
 
July 4, 1776: The Continental Congress issues the Declaration of Independence1. 

 
Historical Analysis 
!
As tensions in the New World grew between the British and French, war became an 
inevitability. Fighting finally broke out in 1756 over French expansion into the British-
controlled Ohio River Valley, eventually prompting a formal declaration of war on May 17th, 
17562. The New World theater of the conflict, dubbed the French Indian War, was the first 
significant military test for Britain’s North American colonies, whose warfare had previously 
been restricted to occasional conflicts with Native American tribes. Despite incessant 
quarrelling between the colonies and the loss of a succession of key battles early on, the 
colonists ultimately defeated their foes due to significant British support and investment. 
However, the War raised tensions with the Algonquin, Shawnee, Lenape, and other tribes that 
had thrown their support behind the French3. 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1 "A Timeline of the American Revolution from 1763 - 1787 - The British Library Shop." The British Library. The 
British Library, 08 June 2016. Web. 17 Sept. 2016. 
2 "Seven Years' War." Encyclopedia Britannica Online. Encyclopedia Britannica, 29 Jan. 2016. Web. 01 Oct. 2016. 
3 "French and Indian War." Encyclopedia Britannica Online. Encyclopedia Britannica, 17 Mar. 2015. Web. 01 Oct. 
2016. 
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Following the signing of the Treaty of Paris and subsequent cession of French territory in 
1763, the British were left with almost complete control of Eastern North America. However, 
seven years of fighting had left the Crown with significant war debts, and in an effort to pay 
them off, the Sugar Act (1764) and Stamp Act (1765) were levied on the colonies4. The 
colonies responded by adopting the Virginian Resolves and holding the Stamp Act Congress, 
which both criticized the new taxes and stirred unrest. Although Parliament succumbed to 
pressure and repealed the Stamp Act, it went on to pass the Townshend Acts, widely 
considered to be a thinly-veiled claim that Britain had a right to tax its colonies, just over two 
years later5.  
 
In 1768, the Crown sent four regiments of British soldiers to Boston as an attempt to quell the 
political unrest spreading through the colonies. While stationed in Boston, British soldiers 
faced constant abuse by revolutionary colonists, and eventually came into violent conflict with 
them, killing 5 colonists. Parliament’s decision to repeal the Townshend Acts one month later 
did little to reduce the colonial animosity towards Britain, which had successfully spread 
across the New World due to the propagandization of the Boston Massacre6.  
 
This pattern continued for the next two years, with Parliament passing legislation to put down 
the revolutionary whispers of its colonies, which would respond with violence and acts of 
defiance. The burning of the HMS Gaspee in 1872 and the Boston Tea Party in 1873 
prompted Britain to to enforce a new set of restrictive laws on the colonies known as the 
Intolerable Acts7 8 9. 
 
On April 19, 1775, the colonists began fighting back. The Battles of Lexington and Concord 
marked the unofficial beginning of the revolution, spurring the Second Continental Congress 
to convene and officially create the Continental Army in June later that year10 11. In one final 
attempt at peace, Congress drafted a peace treaty known as the Olive Branch Petition, which 
called for the Crown to lower taxes and for colonial representation in Parliament. For 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
4 "A Summary of the 1765 Stamp Act." History.org. N.p., n.d. Web. 01 Oct. 2016. 
5 "Virginia Resolves on the Stamp Act, 1765 May 30." Virginia Resolves on the Stamp Act, 1765 May 30. 
Constitution Society, n.d. Web. 01 Oct. 2016. 
6 "Boston Massacre Historical Society." Boston Massacre Historical Society. Boston Massacre Historical Society, 
n.d. Web. 01 Oct. 2016. 
7 "The Intolerable Acts." Ushistory.org. Independence Hall Association, n.d. Web. 01 Oct. 2016. 
8 Administrator. "The Burning of the Gaspee." The Burning of the Gaspee. Warwick History, n.d. Web. 01 Oct. 
2016. 
9 "The Boston Tea Party." Tea Party. N.p., n.d. Web. 01 Oct. 2016. 
10 History.com Staff. "Battles of Lexington and Concord." History.com. A&E Television Networks, 2009. Web. 01 
Oct. 2016. 
11 "Second Continental Congress." Ushistory.org. Independence Hall Association, n.d. Web. 01 Oct. 2016. 
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numerous reasons, including an intercepted letter from Massachusetts delegate John Adams, 
King George III rejected the treaty, and officially declared the colonies to be in open 
rebellion12. Fighting continued for nearly a year before Congress adopted the Declaration of 
Independence, formally severing the colonies’ ties to the crown.!

 
American Bloc 
!
After suffering from the oppression of the British for centuries, the colonies have finally 
severed their ties and have become the United States of America. Despite the hope that comes 
with the prospect of a new state, the current situation looks dire. In order to prevail in the war 
and win sovereignty from the United Kingdom, the world’s youngest nation must defeat the 
world’s strongest; outgunned and outmanned, the United States needs to fight for its life.  
 
After the first shots in the American Revolution happened on April 19th, 1775, the civilian 
militants from the United States began slowly chipping away at the military might of the best 
organized army in the world. The first of many successes began with the colonies’ victory in 
the Battle of Lexington and Concord, in which they drove the British forces into Boston and 
lay siege. 13Realizing that the British was not quite the unstoppable force the world regarded 
them as, the Continental Congress passed a resolution on June 14th, 1775 to create the 
Continental Army in order to coordinate the military efforts of the Thirteen Colonies. 14 
 
Just three days later, the Battle of Bunker Hill began, which—while considered a victory for 
the British—incurred major losses of life. It was at this point that the British realized the threat 
that this Continental Army created. Specifically, they realized the colonies had the strategic 
advantage of being on the defensive; while the British had to actively advance and capture 
more ground, the Continental Army’s only objective was to hold their ground. The Battle of 
Bunker Hill ensured more careful planning from the British, and also ensured that the British 
avoided such risky attacks against well-defended positions.  
 
On June 16th, 1775, George Washington took command of the Continental Army and 
immediately stepped into action. By March 17th, 1776, he had successfully brought the Siege 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
12 Kline, Pamela. "The Olive Branch Petition." The Olive Branch Petition. Revolutionary War, n.d. Web. 01 Oct. 
2016. 
13 Schulman, Marc. "Lexington and Concord." Lexington and Concord. History Central, n.d. Web. 23 Sept.  

14 By Army News Service June 5, 2014. "Continental Congress Authorizes Army."Www.army.mil. N.p., 5 June 
2014. Web. 23 Sept. 2016. 
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of Boston to a close by driving the British out of the area and into a stronghold in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. Meanwhile, the Continental Army had invaded Canada in June of 1775, and 
remains in Quebec to this day. However, the prospects did not look attractive, with the Battle 
of Quebec in December an utter loss for the colonies. 15 
 
On July 4th, 1776, during the Second Continental Congress, and with the approval of 56 
delegates from the Thirteen Colonies, the Declaration of Independence was signed. This 
Declaration proclaimed that the Thirteen Colonies were a sovereign state, released from the 
direct rule of the English monarchy. As of now, the Continental Congress is the official 
government of the Thirteen Colonies. 16 
 
As this new sovereign body, the United States of America has to make careful decisions, at the 
right times in order to win. There are a few clear factors that tip the scales in their favor, but 
many other factors that clearly balance it out. Most prominently, the United States had a few 
clear home-front advantages. First, there is a much better understanding of the terrain and 
land, which meant that they could utilize guerilla warfare in the form of sabotage and 
ambushes. Secondly, they had powerful support from the citizens around the battlefields, who 
were typically family, friends, or even just believers of the American independence cause.  
Meanwhile, the British have to fight a war that was incredibly far from home - supplies, 
troops, and communications took months to reach the homeland and back, and support for 
these soldiers was limited.17 
 
Another opportunity has recently unveiled itself in the form of French aid. France was not 
directly interested in the conflict, but after the French and Indian War, the idea of a new 
British competitor sounded tempting. After the United States sent Silas Deane and Benjamin 
Franklin to negotiate a deal with the French, Pierre Beaumarchais was given authorization 
from the king and the foreign minister to sell gunpowder and ammunition secretly through a 
company called Rodrigue Hortalez et Compagnie. However, France’s deals with the United 
States has not quite sealed an alliance; while the French public are in full support of allying 
with these colonies to decimate the British, the French government is reluctant due to the 
major risks involved. 18 
!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
15 "Battle of Bunker Hill Facts." BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL FACTS. N.p., n.d. Web. 23 Sept. 2016. 
16 "Milestones: 1776–1783 - Office of the Historian." U.S. Department of State. U.S. Department of State, n.d. Web. 
23 Sept. 2016. 
17 "American and British Strengths and Weaknesses." Ushistory.org. Independence Hall Association, n.d. Web. 23 
Sept. 2016. 
18 "Beaumarchais and the American Revolution." Central Intelligence Agency. Central Intelligence Agency, 05 Aug. 
2011. Web. 23 Sept. 2016. 
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British Bloc!
!
Following Britain’s victory in the Seven Year’s War, it was expected that its colonies would 
graciously and gratefully pay an increased amount of taxes to pay off the Crown’s 
accumulated war debts. In light of events since the Treaty of Paris, it has become painfully 
clear that this is not the case. The colonies, after several years of defiance and insubordination, 
have officially declared their independence from the British Empire.  
 
However, Britain has defeated fierce enemies in the past, under considerably dire 
circumstances: the colonies’ two largest military campaigns, the Invasion of Quebec and the 
Siege of Boston, were crushed by the sheer might of the British Empire19 20. Though British 
forces struggle in combat against guerilla tactics used by American militia, they triumph in 
experience, discipline, and size when compared to George Washington’s Continental Army. 
The biggest threat to Britain at this time is possible intervention by foreign powers. It’s 
currently suspected that the French have been discreetly aiding the revolutionaries, and 
though the British are currently winning the war, military aid from France may turn the tide 
of the war. In order to maintain its dominance in the conflict, it is salient that the Crown 
prevents France from furthering its aid to the colonies21. 
 
Aside from the threat of French interference, Britain has a number of other noticeable 
disadvantages. Most notably, the war is being fought on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean, 
making it extremely difficult for Britain to reinforce its military, and sending orders/receiving 
news can take a lengthy amount of time. Additionally, the terrain in the New World is vastly 
different than that of Europe’s, meaning Britain’s armies are fighting in unknown territory 
against enemies that are familiar with the battlegrounds22. 
 
Despite these weaknesses, Britain’s success in the war thus far proves it can win key battles 
and drive back the enemy. At this point, the key strategy is to isolate Boston and New 
England, which will likely weaken the colonists’ resolve. The conflict has been ongoing for 
over a year, but the Crown is confident it can move quickly to supress the Revolution before 
the revolutionaries have time to change their tactics. It is clear that as the longer the conflict 
persists, the stronger the colonies will become. It is imperative that the revolution is is 
defeated before Britain’s advantageous position can be compromised.  
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
19 "American Revolution War." The Battle of Quebec 1775. British Battles, n.d. Web. 01 Oct. 2016. 
20 History.com Staff. "Battles of Lexington and Concord." History.com. A&E Television Networks, 2009. Web. 01 
Oct. 2016. 
21 "France in the American Revolutionary War." About.com Education. N.p., 15 Dec. 2014. Web. 01 Oct. 2016. 
22 "Advantages and Disadvantages of British and Americans." American Revolution. Revolutionary War, n.d. Web. 
01 Oct. 2016. 
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Portfolio Overviews 
!
British Bloc 
!
King George III of Great Britain (Position held by bloc director) 
Description: The reigning monarch and ruler of Great Britain; can veto any directives passed 
by the committee. 
 
Prime Minister of Britain: Lord Frederick North (Position held by bloc director.) 
Description: The official leader of British Parliament; can call for and pass legislation with 
Royal Assent from the King.  
 
Secretary of State for the New World Colonies: George Germain 
Description: The minister in charge of managing the affairs of Britain’s New World colonies. 
 
Commander in Chief of British Forces in the New World: William Howe 
Description: Military official with authority over all British ground soldiers in the New World. 
 
Former Commander in Chief of British Forces in the New World: Thomas Gage 
Description: Former military official who now serves as an advisor to Prime Minister North’s 
Cabinet. 
 
Former Commander in Chief of British Forces in the New World: James Abercrombie 
Description: Former military official who now serves as an advisor to Prime Minister North’s 
Cabinet. 
 
Commander of the 55th Regiment of Foot: Colonel Robert Pigot 
Description: Military official who fought American forces during the Battle of Bunker Hill. 
 
British Major General: Henry Clinton 
Description: Military official who fought American forces during the Battle of Bunker Hill. 
 
Commander of the British Navy in the New World: Richard Howe 
Description: Naval officer in charge of Britain’s naval forces in the New World; known for 
being a colonial-sympathizer. 
 
Lieutenant General Charles Cornwallis 
Description: Prominent military official who has fought Americans at Charleston. 
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Governor of the Province of Quebec: Guy Carleton 
Description: Governor of the strategically-located Province of Quebec; recently drove back 
American forces following the failed Invasion of Quebec. 
 
Delegate of the Iroquois Confederacy 
Description: Representative of the Iroquois Confederacy; cannot pass directives in the name 
of the confederacy, but can send communiques to request action. 
 
Former Governor of Massachusetts: Thomas Hutchinson 
Description: A British loyalist exiled from the colonies; maintains some connections in the 
New World and represents loyalist forces. 
!
American Bloc 
!
Commander of the Continental Army: George Washington (Position held by bloc director) 
Description: Leader of the Continental Army and unofficial leader of the American 
Revolution; can veto any directives passed by the committee. 
 
Delegate of the Second Continental Congress: Benjamin Franklin 
Description: One of the five drafters of the Declaration of Independence; currently serving as 
the colonies’ equivalent of Secretary of State. 
 
Adjutant General of the Continental Army: Horatio Gates 
Description: The Adjutant General of the Continental Army; in this committee, will serve as 
the chief military officer. 23 
 
Representative of Massachusetts: John Adams 
Description: A delegate of the Continental Congress who represents the colony of 
Massachusetts; many of the conflicts already fought were within this colony, including the 
Siege of Boston and Battle of Bunker Hill. 
 
Representative of Virginia: Thomas Jefferson 
Description: A delegate of the Continental Congress who represents the colony of Virginia; 
Virginia militia have only clashed once with the British in December of 1775. 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
23 Kline, Pamela. "General Horatio Gates." General Horatio Gates. N.p., n.d. Web. 23 Sept. 2016. 
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Representative of Delaware: Thomas Mckean 
Description: A delegate of the Continental Congress who represents the colony of Delaware; 
while no significant fighting has happened in Delaware as of yet, it is notable due to the 
significant Loyalist support within the colony.  
 
Representative of Pennsylvania: John Dickinson 
Description: A delegate of the Continental Congress who represents the colony of 
Pennsylvania; while no fighting has happened in Pennsylvania yet, it is both the home of the 
Continental Congress and is the birthplace of the Continental Marines.  
 
Representative of New Jersey: Abraham Clark 
Description: A delegate of the Continental Congress who represents New Jersey; as of yet, no 
major fighting has occurred within New Jersey, but the militia was disrupting British supply 
units from the forts of the Delaware River.  
 
Representative of North Carolina: John Penn 
Description: A delegate of the Continental Congress who represents North Carolina; major 
fighting occurred between Loyalist forces and members of the militia in February of 1776, and 
Loyalist support still brews within the colony.  
 
Representative of South Carolina: Thomas Heyward Jr.  
Description: A delegate of the Continental Congress who represents South Carolina; this 
colony has been rampant with intense fighting after the Battle of the Ninety Six in November 
of 1775, and the recent victory against the Royal Navy in the Battle of Sullivan's Island.  
 
Representative of Maryland: William Paca 
Description: A delegate of the Continental Congress representing Maryland; Maryland has 
not been an area of major conflict quite yet, but has made major contributions by supplying 
troops, arms, and ships.  
 
Representative of New Hampshire: William Whipple 
Description: A delegate of the Continental Congress representing New Hampshire; while this 
colony has not been a source of fighting, the New Hampshire militia were active in the Siege 
of Boston and the Battle of Bunker Hill.  
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Representative of Rhode Island: Stephen Hopkins 
Description: A delegate of the Continental Congress representing Rhode Island; minimal 
fighting has occurred in Rhode Island, but it has been supplying a constant stream of troops to 
the Continental Army.  
 
Representative of Connecticut: Roger Sherman 
Description: A delegate of the Continental Congress representing Connecticut; no fighting 
has occurred in the colony, but there has been some Loyalist tensions. Previously, the colony 
managed to gather a few thousand troops to fight at the Battle of Bunker Hill.  
 
Representative of New York: James Duane 
Description: A delegate of the Continental Congress representing New York; New York has 
faced heavy battle, with colonial victories in 1775 but a string of defeats during 1776, 
especially in Long Island and Harlem Heights. The colony is also noted for major Loyalist 
support.  
 
Representative of Georgia: George Walton 
Description: A delegate of the Continental Congress representing Georgia; while this has not 
been a site of military conflict, Georgia was the only state where the Stamp Tax was actually 
collected, due to the political power of the Loyalists in this region. 24 
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
24 "List of Delegates to the Continental Congress." Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, n.d. Web. 23 Sept. 2016. 
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