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Letter from the Director 

 

Dear delegates, 

 

My name is Tamerlan Nuhiyev, and I have the great honour of serving as your Director for the 

European Union. I am currently a Grade 12 student attending Port Moody Secondary, and I am 

extremely excited to participate in CAHSMUN 2019! I have been involved in Model UN for the 

past three years. Besides Model United Nations, I have a great love of cooking, binge-watching 

TV shows for unhealthy periods of time, and volunteering. I am also quite the history buff, 

something that was key to me entering Model UN.  

 

Like many people, I was dragged and coaxed into joining Model UN by my friends, and I was 

instantly hooked. The intensity and the world of politics drew me in. I still remember how timid 

and shy I was at my first conference. Looking back, it is incredible to see how far I have come in 

terms of my leadership and my public speaking abilities. By pushing myself outside of my 

comfort zone, Model UN has allowed me to meet amazing people from incredibly diverse 

origins, possessing a variety of different viewpoints that have challenged my view of the world. 

It is these experiences that I hope you are able to have, both at CAHSMUN and all the future 

conferences that you attend.  

 

In this committee, you will be required to harness your creativity, develop your public speaking 

abilities, collaborate with other students, and establish yourself as a leader like you have never 

done. Europe has long been home to a variety of different ethnic, cultural and religious minority 

groups that have faced varying degrees of acceptance and discrimination throughout the 

centuries. In the case of long-established minorities such as the Romani and newer immigrant 

groups, you will be discussing how to eliminate the discrimination against them and how to 

provide them with better access to work and educational opportunities. On the other hand, with 

newer immigrant minorities, you will also be discussing how to balance the rights of these 

individuals best to maintain their cultural and religious traditions while at the same time working 

to integrate them into their respective new countries. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at eu@cahsmun.org. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Tamerlan Nuhiyev 

EU Director—CAHSMUN 2019 

Committee Description 
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The European Union (EU) is a regional, political, and economic union of 28 European countries. 

Founded in the aftermath of the Second World War, the EU was created to promote greater 

social, political, and economic harmony among the nations of Europe, and most importantly, to 

maintain peace. Desperate to prevent a war on the scale of the world wars from ever occurring 

again, the European Economic Community (EEC) was created in 1958 to increase the economic 

cooperation between six countries: Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, Luxembourg, and the 

Netherlands. The founders of EEC theorized that countries that were more economically 

interdependent would be less likely to go to war with each other. As more nations joined the 

EEC, the organization evolved from being solely an economic union into an organization that 

covered governmental policy as well. To reflect this change, the European Economic 

Community (EEC) was redesignated as the European Union (EU) in 1993 with the signing of the 

Maastricht Treaty.1  

 

Since 1993, the European Union has continued to foster economic growth, peace, and unity on 

the European continent. Comprised of a variety of bodies, the three most important are the 

European Parliament, the European Council, and the European Commission. The European 

Parliament is composed of directly elected representatives from each of the member states and 

functions as a legislature.2 The European Council is made up of the heads of state or government 

for each of the member nations, and the role of the council is to decide the EU’s overall direction 

and political priorities.3 Finally, the European Commission is composed of representatives—one 

per member state—whose role lies in proposing and enforcing legislation as well as by 

implementing policies.4 Through these bodies, the European Union has been able to fulfill its 

mandate of promoting peace, developing balanced economic growth and price stability, 

combating social exclusion and discrimination, promoting scientific and technological progress, 

and enhancing economic, social, and territorial cohesion and solidarity among member countries. 

It is these institutions that have allowed the European Union to maneuver and tackle events such 

as the 2008 Financial Crash and the European Refugee Crisis. 

 

  

                                                 
1 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/eu-in-brief_en  
2 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/institutions-bodies/european-parliament_en 
3 http://www.consilium.europa.eu/european-council/ 
4 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/institutions-bodies/european-commission_en 

https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/eu-in-brief_en
https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/institutions-bodies/european-parliament_en
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/european-council/
https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/institutions-bodies/european-commission_en
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Topic A: The Future of EU and Turkish Relations 

Overview 
 

There has long been debate pertaining to the boundaries of Europe: which countries and its 

citizens are considered European? Europe, unlike the continents of North and South America, 

does not have a clear geographical divide separating it from the rest of Eurasia. Instead, the 

separation is defined culturally: some academics argue that the European continent is so 

culturally different from Asia as to warrant a different continental categorization. The issue of 

continental definition may seem inconsequential to the average citizen, but it is perhaps the most 

significant debate in the European Union. Article 49 of the Maastricht Treaty that created the 

European Union states that “any European State which respects the values referred to in Article 2 

and is committed to promoting them may apply to become a member of the Union.”5 The 

classification of countries as European is “subject to political assessment” by the Commision and 

the European Council.6 Turkey differs from most of Europe due to its majority Muslim 

population and cultural differences. Yet, Turkey has had a long history of involvement and 

connection to Europe through both the Ottoman Empire and the modern Republic of Turkey. 

Ever since submitting its membership application to the European Union on December 12, 1999, 

Turkey has made a series of economic and legal preparations to join the EU. In 2005, 

negotiations began between Turkey and the European Union on the conditions that Turkey 

would have to reach certain benchmarks in thirty-five areas covering governmental institutions, 

law, human rights, trade, economics, security, and external relations.7 However, due to the 

increasing cases of human rights violations from the authoritarian Turkish government, the 

European Parliament voted to suspend negotiations with Turkey over human rights and rule of 

law concerns in 2016. Besides this, Turkey has increasingly grown distant from the European 

Union. This is troubling due to many reasons. Turkey is the EU’s 5th largest trade partner, a 

critical ally in European security and the NATO alliance, and an important traveling point for 

refugees escaping to Europe. It is critical for Turkey and the European Union to maintain strong 

relations. However, the EU cannot ignore the many problems existing within that relationship 

such as in Turkey’s human rights abuses. 

 

  

                                                 
5 https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/thinktank/index.php/Article_49_TEU 
6 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/enlargement/briefings/23a2_en.htm 
7 https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/countries/detailed-country-information/turkey_en 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/thinktank/index.php/Article_49_TEU
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/enlargement/briefings/23a2_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/countries/detailed-country-information/turkey_en
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Timeline 
 

1963 – The Ankara agreement is signed between Turkey and the EU, creating a three-stage 

process for establishing a Customs Union between the EU and Turkey. 

 

1987 – Turkey submits its application for full membership in the EU. 

 

1996 – The Customs Union between Turkey and the EU takes effect. 

 

1999 – At the Helsinki Summit, the European Council gives Turkey the status of candidacy for 

EU membership, following the Commission’s recommendation in its second Regular Report on 

Turkey. 

 

2001 – The European Council adopts the EU-Turkey Accession Partnership, providing a 

roadmap for Turkey’s EU accession process.  

 

2005 – Accession negotiations between the EU and Turkey begin. 

 

July 15 2016 – A coup d’état is unsuccessfully launched against the Turkish government by a 

faction of the Turkish military. The failed coup d'état is followed by a crackdown against those 

suspected of being involved in the coup; many journalists, government employees, and civil 

society members are imprisoned. 

 

2016 – The European Parliament votes to suspend accession negotiations with Turkey over 

human rights concerns. 

 

2018 – Due to Turkey’s radical actions, the EU’s General Affairs Council states that Turkey’s 

accession negotiations have effectively come to a standstill. No further work towards the 

modernization of the EU-Turkey Customs Union is foreseen. 

 

Historical Analysis 
 

Prior to the creation of the modern Republic of Turkey, the Turkish people were deeply involved 

in European affairs through the Ottoman Empire. Although the Ottoman Empire often played an 

aggressive role continuously invading Europe through the Balkans, it has also had significant 

influence on European culture. The Ottoman Empire came to an end as a consequence of its loss 
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in World War I, and the Republic of Turkey was founded on October 29th, 1923 by the nation’s 

first President, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. Ataturk would pursue drastic reforms in Turkey’s 

government, education, law, and economy with the intent to transition Turkey into a modern 

Western state.8 Turkey would stay neutral during World War II until February 1945, when it 

entered the war on the side of the Allies against Germany and Japan. During the Cold War, 

Turkey found itself vulnerable to the Soviet Union, and would seek to protect itself by joining 

the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). Turkey later joined NATO in 1952, becoming a 

key ally by controlling the Dardanelles strait, which leads to the Black Sea. Around this time, the 

democratic European states began discussing possible developments to improve the European 

Economic Community (EEC), which was established by the Treaty of Rome in 1957.  

 

The EEC was originally designed to integrate the economies of Europe, thus limiting the 

possibility of a future war.9 Turkey applied to the EEC in 1959, but due to its weak economy, its 

application was quickly rejected. Turkey would eventually sign the Ankara Agreement in 1963, 

an “association agreement” with the EEC, which creates a process for a Customs Union between 

Turkey and the EEC. The creation of a Customs Union would better qualify Turkey for EEC 

membership, as trade and economic policies would already be established. Plans to create the 

Customs Union began in 1970 and finished in 1995, thus establishing a union over a period of 25 

years.10 During this period, the EEC eliminated tariffs on industrial products imported from 

Turkey; however, Turkey did not conduct negotiations for the establishment of a Customs 

Union, which was originally required by the ECC. This lack of accountability was mainly due to 

the Cyprus crisis, which occurred in the 1960s and 1970s.  

 

The island of Cyprus, currently a member of the EU, is home to both Greek and Turkish 

inhabitants. During the 1960s, the Greek Cypriots fought against their British colonial rulers in 

order to gain independence and form a union with Greece. Following a lengthy war, 

independence was achieved in 1960, but tensions heightened between the Turkish and Greek 

communities. The conflict would reach a boiling point in 1974, when a Greek government-

backed coup appointed a pro-Greek and anti-Turkish President to power. Turkey would then 

invade Cyprus on July 20, 1974, with the intention of protecting Turkish Cypriots. This 

prompted a UN buffer zone, which would separate the island into two sides, helping feed anti-

Western sentiment in Turkey.11 In response, Turkish politicians, bureaucrats, and militia began 

looking at the creation of a customs union. Negotiation in the customs union was minimized by 

military coups that would occur regularly in Turkey. By the late 1980s, virtually nothing had 

been done in Turkey to prepare for the country’s scheduled completion of the customs union in 

1995.   

 

                                                 
8 http://www.turkishculture.org/general/the-republic-of-503.htm 
9 https://www.britannica.com/topic/European-Community-European-economic-association 
10 https://eu.boell.org/en/2017/05/02/turkey-eu-relations-past-present-and-future 
11 https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/08/world/europe/cyprus-reunification-talks.html 

http://www.turkishculture.org/general/the-republic-of-503.htm
https://www.britannica.com/topic/European-Community-European-economic-association
https://eu.boell.org/en/2017/05/02/turkey-eu-relations-past-present-and-future
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/08/world/europe/cyprus-reunification-talks.html
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The World Trade Organization (WTO) overlooks the ECC. Because of Turkey’s lack of 

preparation, the WTO threatened to rescind tariff preferences, which were originally granted to 

Turkey in 1971.12 The elimination of these preferences would spell disaster for the Turkish 

economy; thus, Turkey pushed to complete the negotiations required to establish the Customs 

Union. The Customs Union was officially established in 1995, as planned. At the same time, the 

EU received ascension applications from many former communist satellite states in Central and 

Eastern Europe. After completing the Customs Union, Turkey’s main goal in foreign and 

domestic policy was to obtain EU accession-candidate status.  

 

In 1987, Turkey applied for full membership with the EU. Its application being denied at the 

Luxembourg Summit of December 1997. However, this decision was reversed at the Helsinki 

Council in December of 1999, giving Turkey permission to gain candidacy. In 2001, the 

European Council and Turkey adopted the EU-Turkey Accession Partnership, which provided a 

guideline for Turkey’s EU accession process. However, following Cyprus’ 2004 entry into the 

EU, Turkey refused to acknowledge the Republic of Cyprus as the sole authority on the island of 

Cyprus. This disagreement complicated the Customs Union between Turkey and the EU, as 

Turkey disobeyed the Customs Union when interacting with Cyprus.13 Despite this, in 2015, the 

EU began accession negotiations with Turkey to discuss the benchmarks necessary to join the 

group. These goals included thirty-five areas known as “chapters,” covering: governmental 

institutions, law, human rights, trade, economics, security. and external relations.14  

 

In 2009, Cyprus blocked the initiation of six of the 35 chapters in response to Turkey’s refusal to 

recognise Cyprus as a sovereign state.15 Despite these setbacks, Turkey worked to achieve the 

benchmarks discussed in the negotiation. Furthermore, Turkey and the EU further collaborated in 

the wake of the Syrian refugee crisis, with both parties working towards a common goal. 

Throughout the crisis, Turkey served as the main entry point for refugees. Due to the 

overwhelming scale of refugees seeking asylum, European states reached an agreement in March 

2016 in which Turkey would stem the flow of refugees over its territory into the EU in exchange 

for lifting EU visa requirements for Turkish nationals.16 This would prove successful in directing 

the flow of refugees headed towards Europe, further increasing Turkish and European 

cooperation and improving relations.  

 

However, this improvement came to end on July 15, 2016, when Turkey witnessed the bloodiest 

coup attempt in its political history. On that night, a section of the Turkish military launched a 

coordinated operation in several major cities in hopes of toppling the government and unseating 

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Due to the inference of Turkish citizens, the coup failed, 

                                                 
12 https://eu.boell.org/en/2017/05/02/turkey-eu-relations-past-present-and-future 
13 https://euobserver.com/political/130758 
14 https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/countries/detailed-country-information/turkey_en 
15 Ibid. 
16 https://eu.boell.org/en/2017/05/02/turkey-eu-relations-past-present-and-future 

https://eu.boell.org/en/2017/05/02/turkey-eu-relations-past-present-and-future
https://euobserver.com/political/130758
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/countries/detailed-country-information/turkey_en
https://eu.boell.org/en/2017/05/02/turkey-eu-relations-past-present-and-future
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resulting in 241 deaths and 2194 injured. The Turkish government declared a state of emergency 

on July 22 with the goal of “[removing] swiftly all the elements of the terrorist organisation 

involved in the coup attempt.” The Turkish government blamed the failed coup attempt on 

Fethullah Gulen, a Turkish preacher and businessman who has lived in self-imposed exile in the 

United States since 1999. In the following weeks, Turkish courts placed tens of thousands of 

suspects under arrest on charges of links to Gulen. Thousands of military officials, pilots, police 

officers, civil servants, academics, and even teachers were removed from their jobs for alleged 

links to the “terrorist” preacher and his movement.17  

 

In a 2017 referendum, Turkey narrowly approved changes to the Turkish constitution that 

granted President Erdogan more power, which marked an authoritarian shift in the Turkish 

government.18 Due to Turkey’s increasing authoritarianism, primarily highlighted by human 

rights abuses and the imprisonment of journalists, the European parliament passed a resolution 

which “calls on the Commission and the member states to formally suspend the accession 

negotiations with Turkey without delay if the constitutional reform package is implemented 

unchanged.”19 In 2018, as the constitutional changes were approved, the EU’s General Affairs 

Council stated that due to Turkey’s lack of alignment with EU values, Turkey’s accession 

negotiations would effectively come to a standstill. Currently, no further work towards the 

improvement of the EU-Turkey relationships is in the foreseeable future.20 

 

  

                                                 
17 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/12/turkey-failed-coup-attempt-161217032345594.html 
18 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/turkey-increase-executive-powers-president-recep-tayyip-

erdogan-authoritarian-rule-government-a7501666.html 
19 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-eu-parliament/eu-parliament-calls-for-turkey-accession-talks-to-be-

suspended-idUSKBN19R194 
20 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/35863/st10555-en18.pdf 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/12/turkey-failed-coup-attempt-161217032345594.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/turkey-increase-executive-powers-president-recep-tayyip-erdogan-authoritarian-rule-government-a7501666.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/turkey-increase-executive-powers-president-recep-tayyip-erdogan-authoritarian-rule-government-a7501666.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-eu-parliament/eu-parliament-calls-for-turkey-accession-talks-to-be-suspended-idUSKBN19R194
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-eu-parliament/eu-parliament-calls-for-turkey-accession-talks-to-be-suspended-idUSKBN19R194
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/35863/st10555-en18.pdf
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Current Situation 
 

Current Status of Accession Proceedings 
According to the Maastricht Treaty that transformed the European Economic Community (EEC) 

into the European Union, any European state that respects the principles of the EU may apply to 

join. To become a full EU Member, a country must meet a series of requirements set out in the 

Copenhagen Criteria. A candidate country must follow the EU standards and rules, obtain 

approval from all EU bodies and Member States, as well as obtain the consent of its own 

people.21  

 

The Copenhagen Criteria also requires more specific requirements in a country’s economic 

policies and government administration. To meet its requirements, “a functioning market 

economy and the capacity to cope with competition and market forces” must exist. Furthermore, 

the Criteria requires “administrative and institutional capacity to effectively implement the 

acquis (laws and norms) and ability to take on the obligations of membership.”22  

 

To officially join the EU, a country must meet and achieve benchmarks in 35 chapters of EU 

policy. Of these areas, Turkey has engaged in discussions on 16 chapters and have only achieved 

the benchmark for one of them. The other chapters remain closed for discussion due to Turkey’s 

increasing authoritarianism and its refusal to carry out its obligations in the Customs Union with 

certain EU countries, notably Cyprus. In an annual resolution, the European Parliament outlines 

its position on Turkey’s fulfilment of the Copenhagen Criteria. In the latest resolution, the EU 

expressed concerns over the current state of Turkey’s freedom of assembly, freedom of the press, 

respect for human rights, independence of the judiciary, and the rule of law. The latest Reporters 

Without Borders World Press Freedom Index ranks Turkey 157th out of 180 countries.23 These 

problems have led to deep mutual distrust in EU and Turkish relations and a freeze in accession 

negotiations.  

 

The EU has widely criticized the security measures introduced by the Turkish government. 

Similarly, Turkey has criticized the EU for not having showed enough empathy and solidarity 

following the coup attempts. Another challenge rests in public opposition of Turkish 

membership from most EU citizens. Thus, many politicians refrain from supporting Turkey in 

fear of the rising populist opinion in Europe.24 The EU cannot risk its relationship with Turkey, a 

critical ally and trade partner. Delegates must seek to repair foreign relations and free-trade 

commitments with Turkey, while also maintaining its advocacy for human rights. 

                                                 
21 https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/policy/conditions-membership_en 
22 https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/policy/glossary/terms/accession-criteria_en 
23 https://rsf.org/en/ranking 
24 https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2018/03/25/ahead-of-an-eu-turkey-summit-dont-expect-big-

breakthroughs/ 

https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/policy/conditions-membership_en
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/policy/glossary/terms/accession-criteria_en
https://rsf.org/en/ranking
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2018/03/25/ahead-of-an-eu-turkey-summit-dont-expect-big-breakthroughs/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2018/03/25/ahead-of-an-eu-turkey-summit-dont-expect-big-breakthroughs/
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Customs Union 
Established between the EU and Turkey in 1995, the Customs Union required Turkey to 

eliminate all customs duties and tariffs in the trade of industrial goods with the EU. Turkey was 

also required to adopt the EU’s Common Customs Tariff and preferential trade agreements 

(PTA) with non-EU states. Despite its mainly positive effects for both the EU and Turkey, there 

have been calls to modernize the Customs Union, as it does not allow for the free trade of certain 

goods such as agricultural products and services. Revising the Customs Union to promote free 

trade would be beneficial for both the economies of the EU and Turkey. However, some argue 

that such action rewards Turkey for its human rights abuses, democratic backsliding, and refusal 

to conduct trade with the Republic of Cyprus.25 The EU will need to reform the Customs Union 

while pushing Turkey to cease its authoritarian practices. 

 

Refugee Treaty 
In the wake of the Syrian Civil War and other Middle Eastern conflicts, many civilians fled their 

respective countries to seek refuge and asylum in Europe. During their journey, any of these 

people were internally displaced in Turkey. According to the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), as of 2017, Turkey hosted over 3.5 million refugees.26 In 

order to slow down the influx of refugees and illegal immigrants into Europe, the EU and Turkey 

agreed to the “EU-Turkey Joint Action Plan.” In this agreement, the EU may ship any migrant 

arriving in Europe via the Aegean Sea back to Turkey after March 20, 2016. In return, for any 

Syrian refugees the EU ships back from Europe to Turkey, the EU will take in one Syrian 

refugee currently in Turkey. This number, however, is capped at 72,000.27  

 

The European politicians hoped that the “EU-Turkey Joint Action Plan” would curb the influx of 

migrants and refugees into Europe. In reality, this agreement had mixed results. Although 

migrant and refugee traffic from the Aegean Sea and Turkey slowed, migrants and refugees 

instead moved to directly access Europe across the Mediterranean Sea. Another problem is that 

Turkey has also not fully obligated itself to the Geneva Convention on Refugees. Turkey has 

only ratified parts of the treaty, and many Syrian children do not attend school and very few 

Syrians are able to obtain work permits.28 This problem is compounded by Turkey’s growing 

frustration with the European Union over the “EU-Turkey Joint Action Plan.” Only two chapters, 

namely Chapter 17 on Economic and Monetary Policy and Chapter 33 on Financial and 

Budgetary Provisions, have been opened as part of the deal on migration.  

 

Visa Liberalization 

                                                 
25 https://www.socialeurope.eu/eu-not-upgrade-customs-union-turkey 
26 https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCRTurkeyFactSheet-October2017.pdf 
27 https://www.dw.com/en/eu-turkey-migrant-deal-done/a-19127595 
28 https://www.hrw.org/reports/2000/turkey2/Turk009-10.htm 

https://www.socialeurope.eu/eu-not-upgrade-customs-union-turkey
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCRTurkeyFactSheet-October2017.pdf
https://www.dw.com/en/eu-turkey-migrant-deal-done/a-19127595
https://www.hrw.org/reports/2000/turkey2/Turk009-10.htm
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The EU also agreed to work with Turkey to achieve visa liberalization for Turkish citizens, 

lifting all visa restrictions on Turkish citizens traveling to and through the Schengen passport-

free travel zone.29 In addition, Turkey was to receive €6 billion in foreign aid for the millions of 

Syrian refugees they have accepted.30 Discussions about visa liberalization for Turkish citizens 

began in 2013 with the launch of the “Visa Liberalisation Dialogue.” This laid down 72 

requirements (mainly concerning document security, migration management, public order and 

security, and fundamental rights) Turkey would need to fulfill for the EU to relieve the visa 

requirements for Turkish citizens traveling within Europe.31 As of May 2016, a EU report states 

that Turkey has fulfilled most of its 72 requirements, but further work is needed to address 

requirements 42, 47, 54, and 56 concerning public order and security, and requirement 65 

concerning Turkish anti-terrorism laws. The EU has criticized the Turkish government for 

abusing its vague anti-terrorism laws to political activists. Currently, thousands of citizens 

remain in prison in Turkey charged with membership to the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) or 

the Gulen movement. Human rights groups insist that Turkish terrorism laws are open to abuse.32 

Turkey has countered that its broad terrorism laws have been necessary in order to maintain 

security within the country. Because of these disagreements and the lack of progress in visa 

liberalization, Turkey has repeatedly threatened to terminate the “EU-Turkey Joint Action Plan.” 

It has maintained its commitment to the deal, but that commitment is fragile. The EU will need 

to find a way to assuage Turkey’s grievances, while also ensuring that Turkey meets EU 

standards on human rights and security.33  

 

  

                                                 
29 Ibid. 
30 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/18/eu-deal-turkey-migrants-refugees-q-and-a 
31 https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-

migration/background-information/docs/20160504/turkey_progress_visa_liberalisation_roadmap_en.pdf 
32 https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/turkey-eu-visa-liberalization-talks-accelerate/ 
33 Ibid. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/18/eu-deal-turkey-migrants-refugees-q-and-a
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/background-information/docs/20160504/turkey_progress_visa_liberalisation_roadmap_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/background-information/docs/20160504/turkey_progress_visa_liberalisation_roadmap_en.pdf
https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/turkey-eu-visa-liberalization-talks-accelerate/
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United Nations Involvement 
 

The two primary institutions that are involved in the situation of EU and Turkish relations are the 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The OHCHR is the principal institution of 

the United Nations that promotes and protects human rights. The OHCHR is a forum for 

“identifying, highlighting and developing” responses to human rights challenges.34 In terms of 

Turkey, it has published reports condemning Turkey’s pattern of democratic backsliding and 

crackdown on the freedom of speech through their use of anti-terrorism laws to imprison 

government critics. 

 

The next institution is the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR). The UNHCR is the primary institution that not only mandates the protection of 

refugees and stateless people, but also assists in integrating them back into third country 

communities. This institution has worked together with Turkey to aid in its refugee crisis by 

providing operational support, capacity building, and technical advice to Turkish authorities. The 

UNHCR has also coordinated with UN agencies and partners to support Turkey’s refugee 

intake.35 

 

Possible Solutions 
 

Turkish Accession to the European Union  
EU-Turkish relations are precarious. Although the accession process for Turkey has come to a 

standstill, there are potential ways to remedy this. However, in order to do so, we must 

understand Turkey’s grievances. On one hand, Turkey accuses the EU of not truly being serious 

about accession and that its membership would be vetoed by Germany or Austria regardless of 

any reforms that are implemented. It has also accused Europe of sending mixed signals about its 

intentions as displayed by German Chancellor Angela Merkel and former French President 

Nicolas Sarkozy when they offered Turkey a “privileged partnership” instead of proper 

membership.36 Moreover, there is a sense that the EU only offers a one-way stream of criticism 

and is unwilling to understand the complete situation in Turkey. However, the EU’s criticism of 

the violation of human rights in Turkey is valid and should be addressed. The disengagement of 

foreign investment in Turkey has also prevented it from meeting accession requirements. 

Moreover, the nation’s refusal to recognize the Republic of Cyprus and conduct free trade as 

mandated under the Customs Union continues to block the path to accession.  
 

                                                 
34 https://www.ohchr.org/en/aboutus/pages/whatwedo.aspx 
35 http://help.unhcr.org/turkey/about-unhcr-in-turkey/ 
36 https://www.ft.com/content/81b92208-9d50-11e7-9a86-4d5a475ba4c5 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/aboutus/pages/whatwedo.aspx
http://help.unhcr.org/turkey/about-unhcr-in-turkey/
https://www.ft.com/content/81b92208-9d50-11e7-9a86-4d5a475ba4c5
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Actions for the Future 
Regarding solutions, there are two possible routes that delegates can seek. In terms of moving 

forward on Turkish accession, the EU could implement incentives such as the initiation of  

negotiation in exchange for the improvement of human rights in Turkey. Turkey could also work 

on acquiring foreign investment from EU businesses and governments in order to meet accession 

requirements on human rights. This, of course, should also be balanced by measures to penalize 

Turkey should it violate and EU regulations. Another route the EU could take is to shift goals: 

instead of working towards EU membership, Turkey could focus on achieving the “privileged 

partnership” suggested by Germany. This would require improvement of the existing Customs 

Union, such as allowing for the free movement of agricultural products and services, along with 

visa liberalization.37 In terms of visa liberalization, the EU should ensure that Turkey meets all of 

the 72 requirements it has laid down. Especially concerning Turkey’s anti-terrorism laws, it is 

important to provide incentives to alleviate Turkey’s security concerns while upholding human 

rights. 
 

Bloc Positions 
 

Against Turkish Accession 
The primary states that are against Turkish accession to the EU are Germany, Austria, Belgium, 

and the Republic of Cyprus. German Chancellor Angela Merkel has called on EU member states 

to consider ending accession talks with Turkey. Following the arrest of German citizens in 

Turkey, coupled with President Erdogan’s calls to vote against Merkel in the general elections, 

Germany has pushed for a privileged partnership between the EU and Turkey.38 In 2016, the 

Austrian government led calls for the EU to end all discussions regarding the Turkish accession, 

a stance that they still maintain today.  While past Belgian leadership have favored Turkish 

accession, Prime Minister Charles Michel disagrees, calling for an end to negotiations. Given the 

tension between the Republic of Cyprus and Turkey over northern Cyprus and Turkey’s refusal 

to conduct free trade with Cyprus, an obligation under the Customs Union, the lack of Cypriot 

support is understandable. This bloc and its associative states seek to enact less incentives and 

more punitive measures against Turkey. Whether these actions are motivated by their desires to 

better align Turkey with EU laws and norms, or for some alternative reason, is a question of its 

own. Finally, while Germany strongly pushes for the creation of a “privileged partnership,” it is 

important to recognize that not all states in this bloc shares that sentiment.39 

 

Ambivalent to Turkish Accession 

                                                 
37 https://www.ft.com/content/81b92208-9d50-11e7-9a86-4d5a475ba4c5 
38 https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-eu-relations-which-countries-are-for-or-against-turkish-accession/a-40381533 
39 https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-eu-relations-which-countries-are-for-or-against-turkish-accession/a-40381533 

https://www.ft.com/content/81b92208-9d50-11e7-9a86-4d5a475ba4c5
https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-eu-relations-which-countries-are-for-or-against-turkish-accession/a-40381533
https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-eu-relations-which-countries-are-for-or-against-turkish-accession/a-40381533
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The primary states that hold ambivalent views on Turkish relations with the EU are France, 

Luxembourg, Denmark, and the United Kingdom. France’s stance towards Turkish accession has 

shifted throughout the years, with President Nicolas Sarkozy staunchly opposing Turkish 

accession to the EU. France's current president, Emmanuel Macron, has yet to reveal France’s 

position regarding the matter. Luxembourg supports maintaining dialogue with Turkey, but has 

been neither strongly supportive nor opposed to Turkish accession. Nonetheless, it has voiced 

concerns about Turkey drifting away from the unifying values and principles of the EU. 

Denmark has maintained a pragmatic approach toward Ankara without strongly supporting or 

opposing negotiations. With Brexit approaching, the United Kingdom’s diplomatic relations are 

ever shifting. The United Kingdom has historically been supportive of Turkey’s bid to join the 

EU, in favor of retaining dialogue with Turkey while criticizing Turkey for its human rights 

abuses. This bloc and its associative states seek to maintain a balanced stance in terms of 

punitive and incentive measures against Turkey in order to combat its human rights abuses and 

to better align Turkey with EU laws and norms.40  

 

Favour Turkish Accession 
Many nations are still supportive of Turkish accession to the EU. In particular, Ireland has stated 

that it will support Turkish accession if Turkey shows its commitment to the EU. Spain believes 

that a well-established relationship between Brussels and Turkey is crucial in maintaining 

political stability in the region. Finland and Sweden support instigating negotiations with Turkey, 

with Finland being more open towards the matter. Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania are hesitant to 

criticize Turkey since it has made a significant security and defense contributions to NATO. 

Since Turkey backed Romania’s accession in NATO in 2004, the Romanian government has 

voiced similar support toward Turkish accession. Slovenia has shown little concern over Turkey. 

Meanwhile, Croatia has remained cautious when expressing their opinion. Greece supports 

Turkish accession. This bloc perceives ending negotiation talks as both counterproductive and 

overtly definitive, meaning it would be difficult to resuscitate the EU-Turkish relationship if the 

EU were to change their mind. This bloc supports further trade negotiations with Turkey coupled 

with additional incentives as long as Turkey addresses their human rights abuse issues. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1.) What are the past and current causes of the deterioration of Turkish-EU relations? 

2.) What current chapters in the accession negotiations have been opened to discussion? 

Which ones have remained closed? 

3.) What is the current state of the Turkish-EU Customs Union? What is preventing the 

Union from being reformed? 

4.) How can the EU encourage Turkey to provide better living conditions for its refugees? 

                                                 
40 Ibid. 

https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-eu-relations-which-countries-are-for-or-against-turkish-accession/a-40381533
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5.) What is the current state of visa liberalization and what requirements have not yet been 

fulfilled by Turkey? 

6.) How can the EU push Turkey to stop its democratic backsliding and human rights 

abuses? 

7.) Is Turkish accession to the EU ideal? What alternatives are there to this? 
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