


Letter from the Director 
 
Dear delegates,  
 
My name is Tony Chen and it is my utmost privilege to be able to serve as your director of 
ECOFIN at CAHSMUN 2017. I am currently a student going into my second year of studies 
at the UBC Sauder School of Business, and in my spare time I enjoy meeting new people, 
maintaining a stock portfolio, and playing various video games.  
 
Ever since my first MUN conference at CAIMUN 2012, I have enjoyed MUN not only due to 
the invigorating debates that I am able to watch and participate in, but also due to the vast 
amount of wonderful people I am able to meet. Coming into ECOFIN, it will be my third time 
directing a committee, which I am sure will be filled with many pleasant surprises. 
 
Some of you will be first time delegates, and to those of you who are, I would like to give you 
all a word of welcome and encouragement: it may be very daunting to sign up for your first 
Model UN, but I am certain CAHSMUN 2017 will be an unforgettable experience. To all 
delegates: feel free to contact me if you have any questions before or during the conference, 
and I cannot wait to meet all of you! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tony Chen 
ECOFIN Director – CAHSMUN 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Committee Overview 
 
The Economic and Financial Committee (ECOFIN), also known as the Second Committee of 
the United Nations General Assembly, deals with issues such as economic growth and 
development (e.g. international trade, commodities, etc.), international sustainability, and 
globalization as described in its mandate.1 As part of the UN General Assembly, all member 
states in ECOFIN have equal representation. Furthermore as a result of being part of the 
General Assembly, ECOFIN’s powers are limited to making “recommendations to States on 
international issues within its competence [which involve] political, economic, humanitarian, 
social and legal” decisions.2 In other words, it does not hold the power to make any 
enforcements or binding decisions.  
 
Looking closely at the specific ideas that the committee encompasses, all items on their annual 
agenda is arranged in six major sections: macroeconomic policy, sustainable development, 
globalization and independence, groups of countries in special situations, eradication of 
poverty and other development issues, and operational activities for development.3 When 
looking at the two topics we will be discussing at CAHSMUN 2017, those being Impact of 
Counterfeit Goods and Sustainable Economic Development of Small Island Nations, the 
former of which could fall under “eradication of poverty and other development issues” while 
the latter may fall under the section “groups of countries in special situations.” As most items 
on the ECOFIN agenda are discussed annually,4 the committee meets yearly in tandem with 
annual meetings of the General Assembly.  
 
Topic B: Sustainable Economic Development of Small Island Nations 
Overview  
 
In order to discuss how to develop sustainable economic development among small island 
nations, it is imperative to first define what nations classify as “small island nations.” 
According to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the 
status of “Small Island Developing States” (SIDS) is attributed to twenty-nine states, some of 
which include Cape Verde, Micronesia, Jamaica, and Nauru. 
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1 http://www.un.org/ga/second/index.shtml 
2 http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml 
3 http://www.un.org/en/ga/second/70/periodicity.shtml 
4 Ibid. 



Since 1994, the United Nations have identified this set of small island nations and recognized 
several issues faced by these nations. SIDS especially face the risk of marginalization5 given 
that they are away from most large markets. Moreover, they are very vulnerable to natural and 
economic shocks (a sudden impact of supply and/or demand or change in economy) to the 
point their own weak economies cannot control them.  
 
Despite the economic difficulty faced by these nations, the United Nations has attributed the 
status of SIDS to 57 nations, but they have not paid serious attention to this issue.6 However, 
the United Nations have “called for improved and additional measures to more effectively 
address the unique and particular vulnerabilities and development needs,” with this concept 
being closely supported by UNCTAD. 
 
So far, the one and only program that is approved internationally and that addresses and 
supports SIDS is the United Nations Report of the Global Conference on the Sustainable 
Development of Small Island Developing States, first delivered in Bridgetown, Barbados in 
1994 (A/CONF. 167/9).7 Within the document, there exists not only detailed definitions of an 
SIDS, but also numerous chapters within the programme of action for SIDS. Despite this, 
SIDS are still in a poor economic state. Looking at the islands of Samoa, Fiji and Tonga, all 
three small island states have faced little to no economic growth over the past years.8 
 
It is ECOFIN’s duty to nurture the economy of the entire world, and to achieve that, 
economic stability must be established within all SIDS. 
  
Timeline9 
 
13 April – 21 May 1972: Third Session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development in Santiago, Chile10 11 
 
At the third session of UNCTAD within the Annex of the document presented, the first 
mentioning of Developing Island Nations was made in the UN. Within this section of the 
Annex, UNCTAD calls for the “Secretary-General of UNCTAD in collaboration with the 
regional economic commissions and the United Nations Economic and Social Office in 
Beirut” to select a panel of experts to identify and study the issues within those island states. 
This topic would remain undiscussed for many years. 
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5 Ibid. 
6 Ibid. 
7 http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/CONF.167/9 
8 http://data.worldbank.org/data-catalog/GDP-ranking-table 
9http://www.um.edu.mt/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/147257/SIDS_and_their_ecn_vulnerability_Index.pdf 
10 http://unctad.org/en/pages/MeetingsArchive.aspx?meetingid=22968 
11 http://unctad.org/en/Docs/td180vol1_en.pdf 



22 December 1989: General Assembly Draft Resolution A/RES/44/22812 
 
In this meeting of the United Nations General Assembly, a meeting was mandated for 
December 1992 for discussion regarding environment and development, and the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development was convened. Within the resolution, 
there were many clauses directly referring to developing nations, such as sub clause 11 within 
clause 1. Despite no direct comments regarding small island states, this resolution served as a 
major inspiration towards the resolution posed after three years, when a general assembly 
draft resolution directly called upon a meeting to discuss SIDS. 
 
1990: Formation of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) 13 
 
This alliance was formed 1990 in order for small island nations to come in and discuss global 
warming. Despite the lack of economic implications left by the creation of AOSIS, this was a 
monumental date for all small island nations as this was the first ever alliance of small island 
states, allowing them to come forward and address their collective concerns.  
 
22 December 1992: General Assembly Draft Resolution A/RES/47/18914 
 
In this draft resolution introduced in the general assembly in December of 1992 entitled 
“Convening of a global conference on the sustainable development of small island developing 
States,” the UN have finally decided to mandate a global conference on the status of small 
island developing states (SIDS). It was this resolution that mandated a convention, which shall 
be two weeks long and have the “highest level of participation” to discuss SIDS; this resolution 
prepared the grounds for the introduction of the Barbados Programme of Action. At this 
meeting, Agenda 21 was adopted, which was a non-binding voluntary plan of action to ensure 
sustainable economic development.15 
 
26 April – 9 May 1994: Report of the Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of 
Small Island Developing States and the Barbados Programme of Action16 
 
At this conference, a resolution was adopted and put into action; the resolution stated within 
Resolution 1 that it shall immediately adopt the “Declaration of Barbados and the Programme 
of Action,” while recommending that the United Nations also review and endorse the texts 
within during its forty-ninth session. Within Part 1 of clause IV in the preambles of the 
programme, it states that “Small island developing States are limited in size, have vulnerable, 
economies and are dependent both upon narrow resource bases and on international trade, 
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12 http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/44/a44r228.htm 
13 http://aosis.org/ 
14 http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/47/a47r189.htm 
15 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/outcomedocuments/agenda21 
16 http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/CONF.167/9 



without the means of influencing the terms of that trade.” Within Annex II, the programme of 
action is outlined in full and will be discussed further within Historical Analysis. 
 
1999: BPOA+5; United Nations General Assembly Resolution A/RES/S-22/217 
 
Five years after the introduction of the Barbados Programme of Action, the United Nations, 
having reviewed the BPOA as well as Agenda 21, decided to fully adopt the programme after 
recognizing the fact that Agenda 21 was approved two years prior, and realizing that small 
island nations face particular restraints in economic growth while being “ecologically fragile 
and economically fragile.”18 This resolution officially endorses the Programme of Action, as 
called upon during the conference five years prior. 
 
2002: Johannesburg Plan of Implementation19 
 
During the World Summit on Sustainable Development of 2002, the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation was presented, which affirmed UN commitment to implement many 
international plans such as Agenda 21 as well as the BPOA along with a variety of others.  
 
2004-2005: BPOA+10; United Nations agrees to convene a meeting to review the BPOA; 
BPOA deemed failure 
 
Twelve years after the initial drafting of the BPOA, the United Nations General Assembly 
passed resolution 57/26220 (A/RES/57/262) to mandate a discussion of the BPOA, which is to 
take place in 2005. During the 2005 meeting, which took place in Mauritius, the BPOA was 
reviewed as mandated by the UN Resolution A/RES/57/262. Despite the approval to adopt the 
BPOA as per the meeting, it was decided “there were still constraints in fulfilling the activities 
of the BPOA.” The biggest of which was the economic difficultly of implementing the 
programme.21 Having scrapped the BPOA, the Mauritius Strategy and Mauritius Declaration 
were developed to help create sustainable economic environments for SIDS. The two 
aforementioned developments will see developmental action in 19 priority areas with the 
desire of helping small islands.22 
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17 http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/S-22/2 
18 Ibid. 
19 http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/documents/WSSD_POI_PD/English/WSSD_PlanImpl.pdf 
20 http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/57/262 
21 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/conferences/msi2005 
22 http://www.un.org/en/events/islands2014/smallislands.shtml 



September 2014: Third International Conference on Small Island Developing States in 
Samoa23 
 
Nine years after the establishment of the Mauritius Strategy, the third international 
conference on Small Island Developing States was held in Apia, Samoa. During this 
conference, the Samoa Pathway (the outcome document) was adopted by a majority of 
nations present, recognizing “the need to support and invest in these nations so they can 
achieve sustainable development.”24 
 
Historical Analysis  
 
For many years, Small Island Developing States (SIDS) have had trouble creating economies 
of scale.25 Economies of scale are crucial towards economic growth, in that the larger your 
production scale is, the more cost advantages you have. As a result, in 1972 during the Third 
Annual Meeting of the UNCTAD in Chile, it was recommended that a committee of experts 
be chosen to compile a list of economic difficulties faced by small island nations. Sixteen years 
following this recommendation, UNCTAD published its Trade and Development Report of 
198826; instead of it being exclusively descriptive of small island nations, this report delivered a 
comprehensive review of the world’s current economy.  
 
The first breakthrough moment that started driving change for SIDS was the United Nations 
General Assembly Resolution A/RES/47/18927, which called for a meeting to be held in April 
1994 in Barbados; this meeting saw the creation of the Barbados Programme of Action 
(BPOA), which will be the key building block towards economic development of small island 
nation in the future years.28 Within the BPOA, many key issues about SIDS were identified. In 
clause seven of the preamble, some issues mentioned were that of fast population growth 
(despite low flat population numbers) compared to slow economic growth, as well as the issue 
of “brain drain” as skilled workers leave the country, resulting in the inability to create 
economies of scale.29  
 
To look more closely at the issue of population growth versus economic growth as addressed 
by the BPOA, it is possible to look at the population growth trend versus economic growth in 
several small island nations between 1976 and 1984. In this example, the three nations 
observed will be Jamaica, Papua New Guinea and Mauritius, each of which were taken from 
the three main groups of SIDS, respectively. The three main groups of SIDS are found in the 
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23 Ibid. 
24 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sids2014 
25 http://www.investopedia.com/terms/e/economiesofscale.asp 
26 http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/tdr8_en.pdf 
27 http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/47/a47r189.htm 
28 http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/CONF.167/9 
29 Ibid. 



Caribbean, Pacific and Africa/Mediterranean areas.30 It can be seen there is rarely an increase 
in GDP per capita, increasing only occasionally by a small margin over the years 1976 and 
1984. By definition, “economic growth” can only occur if the average worker in a country 
becomes more productive; in other words, an increase in GDP per capita must be present in 
order for economic growth to happen.31 Comparing the economic growth of these SIDS to 
that of the United States, it can be seen that the US GDP per Capita has grown at a much 
more consistent rate over the past over 50 years, with occasional decreasing trends lasting 
about two or three years.32 In 1980, American GDP per Capita was approximately $29000; 
currently, it sits at $53041 in 2016. All data was collected from Trading Economics website. 
 
That being said, the effects of the BPOA on the economy of small island nations is evident 
through the change in dynamic of GDP per capita of Jamaica, Papua New Guinea and 
Mauritius. This change is most evident in the former two nations, with sudden spikes in GDP 
between 1985 and 1990: in Jamaica, GDP per capita grew from a low of $3500 to a high of 
$4300.  
 
Ten years after the implementation of the BPOA, the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation 
was introduced as a reinforcement to Agenda 21, a plan devised by the United Nations to 
improve the economy, and the BPOA. Two years later came the Mauritius Strategy: a new 
plan for further implementation of the BPOA after deeming some actions noted by the BPOA 
to be limited and unfeasible by restrictions such as limited financial resources and lack of 
developmental assistance. The effects of these two events on the GDP of SIDS were drastic: a 
recovery of growth in GDP per capita for all three SIDS was clearly observed in the form of a 
new and sudden uptrend.  
 
The measures taken to date have created drastic change in the economies of SIDS, and the 
BPOA, as well as Agenda 21 can be seen as effective methods for economic support.  
 
Current Situation 
 
Currently, the economic situation of SIDS remains lagging behind those of the rest of the 
world. According to index mundi33, most SIDS have lower than usual GDP per capita growth 
compared to the rest of the world.34 Despite various efforts at recovering the economies of 
small island nations as represented by the Mauritius Strategy and the Barbados Programme of 
Action, small island nations are still struggling to maintain economies of scale and stable 
economic growth. The outlier in this model is clearly Papua New Guinea, for a diversity of 
reasons.35 The most important change in Papua New Guinea’s economy that is not found in 
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30 http://www.tradingeconomics.com/ 
31 http://www.investopedia.com/terms/e/economicgrowth.asp 
32 http://www.tradingeconomics.com/united-states/gdp-per-capita 
33 http://www.indexmundi.com/map/?t=0&v=66&r=xx&l=en 
34 ibid. 
35 https://www.adb.org/countries/papua-new-guinea/economy 



other SIDS is their increased gas production in 2015: the first full year during in which 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) was produced, growing Papua New Guinea’s economy by a 
staggering 9.9% compared to the average of around 3% projected for the other small island 
nations in its proximity.  
 
The most current event that took place that directly supports SIDS was the Third 
International Conference on Small Island Developing States, which saw the development of 
the SAMOA Pathway.36 The document outlines several key solutions, which are outlined in 
the points below: 

•! The creation of a sustainable tourism system. Many of the world’s most beautiful 
attractions are located within small island nations, and per UNESCO’s Small Island 
Developing States Programme,37 34 UNESCO Heritage Sites have been attributed to 
the 39 designated Small Island Developing Nations. 

•! Reducing the reliance on fossil fuels and developing sustainable energy. For many 
years, a major issue with SIDS was “that dependence on imported fossil fuels has been 
a major source of economic vulnerability and a key challenge for small island 
developing States for many decades.”38 

•! Managing chemicals and hazardous waste. For Small Island States, waste is even harder 
to manage and failure to do so could cause serious environmental damage, which 
could further diminish any possibilities of creating economies of scale.39 

 
Having skilled workers is crucial to producing economies of scale.  
 
Data regarding international migrants was collected from the United Nations Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs.40 Furthermore, we will compare how the number migrants 
originating from some SIDS have changed between 1990, 2000 and 2013, while we will 
compare those growth/decline numbers to migrants originating from Canada, a highly 
developed nation. The following is a table compiling the data collected and will help us draw 
some conclusions. Similar to the last study regarding population versus economic growth, we 
will observe one country from each major geographic group of SIDS: this time, we will 
observe Cuba, Fiji and Mauritius.  
 
In Cuba, there were 945,385 migrants in 1990, which has climbed to 1,476,344 in 2013, 
resulting in a 0.13 Migrant-to-Population ratio. In Fiji, that number was 88,730 in 1990 which 
climbed to 197,057 in 2013, with a 0.22 Migrant-to-Population ratio. For Mauritius, the 
number of migrants saw a growth from 108,746 to 169,734 from 1990 to 2013, resulting in 
0.13 migrants for every person. Comparatively, there were 1,099,765 million migrants in 
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36 http://www.sids2014.org/index.php?menu=1537 
37 http://whc.unesco.org/en/sids/ 
38 http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/69/15&Lang=E 
39 http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A%2FRES%2F69%2F15&Lang=E 
40http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/estimatesorigin.shtml 



Canada in 1990, while there were 1,307,417 migrants in Canada in 2013, resulting in a very 
low 0.04 Migrant-to-Population ratio.  
 
 
For the purposes of this analysis, we will assume that the ratio of migrants to population 
remains identical throughout 1990-2013. From above it can be seen that even in 2013, the 
high amount of migrants in SIDS remains a major issue. All three nations examined have 
migrant-to-population ratios of above 0.13, while Canada, as many may know is a highly 
developed country similar to the United States, for example, has a migrant-to-population ratio 
of 0.04.  
 
Looking at Cuba specifically, this issue of brain drain is especially persistent, and has only 
gotten worse. Cuba has seen very minimal population growth ratio-wise over the past two and 
a half decades, though their migrant numbers have gone up by 150%, going from 
approximately 7 million (1960) to 11.27 million (2013), implying that the migrant-to-
population ratio has steadily increased since the implementation of the BPOA and Mauritius 
Strategy.  
 
Coupled with the economic vs population growth model used within Historical Analysis, a 
few conclusions can be drawn about the current situation of SIDS. The two programmes of 
implementation have done well to mitigate some issues such as economic growth, but has 
failed to solve others such as “brain drain” and the lack of economies of scale. As such, when 
considering effective strategies to implement in the current situation, it may be helpful to rely 
on the BPOA and Mauritius Strategy for some basic framework ideas; however, it is not 
advised to produce carbon copies of the two programmes, as they display clear flaws.  
 
UN Involvement 
 
The United Nations have been extremely evolved with the development of healthy economies 
within Small Island Developing Nations. From the UNCTAD session in 197241 to the General 
Assembly Resolution A/RES/57/262 presented in January 2005 deeming the BPOA to be a 
work-in-progress at best, the United Nations have shown clear concern in SIDS and have 
shown desire to improve conditions. Although great results have been observed, SIDS remain 
struggling to gain ground in the economic world. 
 
As for ECOFIN specifically, little action has been taken around economic development of 
small island nations; however, ECOFIN has shown considerable concern in developing 
countries, having discussed least developed countries and landlocked countries at their 66th 
session in 2012.42 
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42 http://www.un.org/ga/second/index.shtml 



The United Nations can also be accredited with the creation of Agenda 21 and the BPOA; the 
latter has been discussed extensively within this backgrounder. During the Earth Summit 2002 
in Johannesburg, South Africa, the United Nations took a massive step in creating better 
economic conditions for SIDS by drafting the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation,43 which 
synthesized points from both Agenda 21 and the BPOA. Shortly thereafter, a GA resolution 
known as A/RES/57/262 summarizes the changes brought up during this meeting and begins 
to mandate immediate change through mandating the meeting regarding the BPOA in 2005.44 
 
It was during this 2005 meeting that the UN decided that there are critical limitations to the 
BPOA, and the Mauritius Strategy was adopted in place of the BPOA as a revision of the 
BPOA.45  
 
With over five UN resolutions drafted regarding SIDS and numerous global conferences, it 
has become clear that despite the fact that those resolutions were very thought-out and saw 
approval from all nations involved, they were simply not enough. Currently, SIDS remain 
disadvantaged in the global economy and further action must be taken to effectively mandate 
sustainable economic development among small island developing states. 
 
Possible Solutions 
 
Three key issues hindering the economic development of small island nations are: promoting 
sustainability, preventing brain drain, and maintaining economic growth.  
 
To provide solutions for the first issue, that being promoting sustainability, raising awareness 
is essential. For example, one of the key issues brought up within the BPOA was that waste, 
some of which is hazardous, is often disposed of in an unsafe or unsustainable matter due to 
limited land size. The United Nations Environment Programme has established the term 
“sustainable agriculture and rural development” (SARD) to describe the major goal towards 
sustainable resource management and agriculture, which is another important aspect of 
sustainability.46 To achieve this, UNEP lays out several requirements/steps: technical and 
scientific cooperation, environmental protection, education, employment and income 
generation to name a few. While generating solutions regarding sustainability, it is helpful to 
review the UNEP document in detail for useful ideas. 
 
Secondly, the issue of brain drain due to high amount of migrants is highly potent among 
small island developing states. A possible solution would be increasing infrastructure to 
support skilled workers, while at the same time improve the quality of education. However, 
unlike the other two issues discussed in this section, brain drain has been a topic not even the 
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45 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/conferences/msi2005 
46 http://www.unep.org/Documents.multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=52&ArticleID=62 



elaborate BPOA could solve, due to the fact that funding is simply not there for these small 
island nations. Activities such as creating quality education systems, building better 
infrastructures for workers and even simply increasing salaries require large sums of funding 
that is unavailable. As a brief case study, Canada in the 1990s faced the risk of a massive “brain 
drain” to the United States due to poorly funded jobs and infrastructure.47 In the year 2000, 
the Canada Research Chair program created 2,000 funded jobs to attract intelligent 
researchers from all over the world, and slowly over the years Canada became a nation filled 
with skilled workers all around the world.48 
 
Finally, the issue of maintaining economic growth will be analyzed in economic terms. In 
economics, Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is expressed as an aggregate demand (AD) curve, 
which is made up from five key variables: consumer spending (C), investment in capital (I), 
government spending (G), exports (X) and imports (M).49 Though most of the variables 
associated with the concept of aggregate demand require large sums of money to enhance, 
there are some factors which can be improved without excessive funding. First, increasing the 
worker population will increase the level of confidence within the nation’s economy, thus 
increasing the “I” variable. Also, lower interest rates and taxes (though ECOFIN may not do 
so directly) will both encourage consumer spending within the economy, which will increase 
the “C” variable, but also decrease the “G” variable due to decreased funding available to the 
government. Nevertheless, it will enhance GDP growth. In order to maintain economic 
growth, an effective solution should address most of the C/I/G/X/M variables while keeping 
costs to a manageable degree. For the purpose of ECOFIN, this advanced economic model 
only needs to be looked at as a possible framework for solutions, and is not required to be 
addressed. 
 
Bloc Positions 
 
Developed Nations 
 
For developed nations, SIDS are not a large concern for a variety of reason. First, SIDS are 
rarely in the proximity of a highly developed country, as most of SIDS are found isolated in 
the Caribbean, the western Pacific near Oceania, and around Africa and the Mediterranean, 
out of the way of major trade routes. As a developed nation, SIDS could be a source of 
valuable workers, though they are not quite large enough for developed nations for establish 
colonies. Developed nations tend to greatly favor nations with larger land masses for 
colonization, and thus eliminates SIDS from the equation. On the other hand, developed 
nations that are a part of the United Nations bear the responsibility of taking the best global 
interests into consideration and may be called upon to produce funding to help SIDS build 
sustainable economic developments. 
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48 Ibid. 
49 http://www.economicshelp.org/macroeconomics/economic-growth/causes-economic-growth/ 



Small Island Developing States (SIDS) 
 
It is difficult for SIDS to build sustainable economic development without the aid of other 
nations. However, SIDS hold possession of over thirty UNESCO world heritage sites, creating 
tourism opportunities; unfortunately, they cannot be fully taken advantage of without the 
appropriate infrastructure to support tourists. As a small island nation, it is crucial to gain 
support of the international community in order to build a stable economy. Furthermore, 
SIDS will be highly dependent on other nations, making it difficult to ask for “trade 
incentives” from nations when they request SIDS to form agreements. 
 
Developing Nations 
 
Second-world countries such as China and Russia lack enough power to fully ignore the 
presence of SIDS. Though they are likely not in proximity of any SIDS, creating helpful 
economic ties with SIDS may prove to be beneficial for second-world nations; not only will 
SIDS be highly dependent on the help of those nations, SIDS could provide invaluable natural 
resources, workers, and opportunities to create intercontinental trade routes. Teaming up 
with the more disadvantaged SIDS and providing adequate support to them can potentially 
provides immense economic gains for developing nations, should the relations prove to be 
meaningful. 
 
Discussion Questions 
 

1.! What was it that made the Barbados Programme of Action and the Mauritius Strategy 
ineffective? What steps could be taken to make them more effective? 

2.! How will solutions be financed? 
3.! What are possible suggestions on how to create economies of scale in developing 

countries with limited infrastructure and financing options? 
4.! Take a look at developing countries slowly making the transition to developed 

countries, a prime example of which being China. What do those nations have that 
SIDS don’t? What do they have in common? 
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