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Letter from the Director 
 
Dear delegates, 
 

My name is Peter Jiang, and it is my absolute honour and privilege to be directing the 
Disarmament and International Security Committee at Canadian High Schools Model United 
Nations 2017. I am a grade 11 student, studying in the International Baccalaureate program at 
Semiahmoo Secondary School located in South Surrey. Caving under peer pressure in grade 9, 
I attended my first Model United Nations conference and found myself immersed in a whole 
new world where like-minded individuals could come together, professionally and 
enthusiastically debate, and provide creative solutions to real world problems. 
 

Other than myself, you will be in the company of Julian Miller and Matthew Lau who 
will be serving as your chairs throughout the course of the conference. Their years of 
experience will no doubt provide a spectacular experience. 
  

The three of us look very forward to reading all your position papers and if I had any 
advice to give, it would be to write a position paper and put as much effort into it as you can. 
Personally, after having delegated and staffed more than 15 times, I can confidently say that I 
learn far more before the conference than during. Putting the extra hours into learning 
everything you can about the topic will not only ensure excellent performance in the 
committee room, but it will give you lasting knowledge for the rest of your life 
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns about the committee, topics, or the 
conference in general, please do not hesitate to contact any of your dais members over email 
or Facebook. 
 
Best of luck, 
 
Peter Jiang 
 
DISEC Director - CAHSMUN 2017  
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Committee Description 
 

The Disarmament and International Security Committee is the First Committee of the 
UN General Assemblies. Its main focuses are on disarmament, global challenges and threats 
to peace that affect the international community, as well as to seek out solutions to the 
challenges in the international security regime. Established in 1946, it plays a critical role in 
maintaining local and international peace. Noteworthy topics discussed by the Disarmament 
and International Security Committee include nuclear proliferation in the middle east, the 
role of science and technology in international security, and of course, the demilitarization of 
the arctic, and the flow of firearms in the Middle East. 

 
Every year, all 193 member states are welcome to attend and debate during the four to 

five week period after the UN General Assembly General Debate. The Disarmament and 
International Security Committee, like all general assemblies, have their sessions structured 
into three distinct stages: general debate, thematic discussion, and action on drafts.1 
Therefore, we strongly encourage our delegates to model committee sessions similarly, to 
ensure a comprehensive and organized conference. 

 
However, it is important to emphasize that the draft resolutions passed by the 

Disarmament and International Security Committee are recommendations to the1 member 
states to enact their own policies accordingly. Therefore, these policies passed by the 
committee are not legally binding and will not have an immediate impact or effect until 
implemented by the member states themselves. This is why DISEC often works very closely 
with the United Nations Security Council in order to ensure that their resolutions receive the 
appropriate attention they deserve.  
  

Topic II: Proliferation of Small Arms 
Overview 
 

The illicit circulation of small arms, light weapons and their ammunition destabilizes 
communities, and impacts security and development in all regions of the world. Along with 
this, the Middle East is being torn apart by border disputes, religious differences, and the 
aftermath of the Arab Spring. This is worsened by the uncertainty that people have in the 
strength, authority, and legitimacy of their governments and terrorist groups. Originally being 
legitimate and legal, these weapons are usually obtained through illegitimate means which 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1 http://www.un.org/en/ga/first/ 
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makes the trade illegal altogether. Mostly obtained by unscrupulous officials and individuals, 
these conductors of an illegal arms trade almost never face any legal charges in their name. 
This illicit trade results in politically and militarily chaotic problems. When domestic unrest 
and careless law enforcement combine in these regions, governments of these member states 
are faced with armed non-state actors, who elevate terrorist activity, armed political group 
threats and militia related difficulties. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
summarizes the devastating effects of the continuation of illicit arms trade in five key points. 
‘‘[The illicit trade of small arms and light weapons] facilitates violations of International 
Humanitarian Law, increases civilian suffering, impedes assistance for the victims, increases 
the lethal effects and duration of conflicts, and hampers the delivery of humanitarian 
assistance, reconstruction and reconciliation.’’2 Currently, the main conflicts in the Middle 
East are the Syrian Civil War, the Yemeni Crisis, the Libyan Crisis, the Sinai Insurgency in 
Egypt, and the various conflicts involving terrorist groups like ISIS.  

 
Although there is no internationally accepted definition for small arms and light 

weapons, the most widely used definition is one proposed by the UN Panel of Governmental 
Experts on Small Arms.3 According to the Panel, the category of small arms includes revolvers 
and self-loading pistols, rifles and carbines, sub-machine guns, assault rifles, and light 
machine guns. Light weapons include heavy machine guns, hand-held under-barrel and 
mounted grenade launchers, portable anti-aircraft guns, portable anti-tank guns, recoilless 
rifles, portable launchers of anti-tank missile and rocket systems, portable launchers of anti-
aircraft missile systems, and mortars of calibres of less than 100mm.; more simply put, any 
weapon that can be carried by a person or small vehicle. Their very nature makes them cheap, 
easy to proliferate, handle, transport, and conceal. 

 
In 2010, the estimated value of international conventional arms transfers was worth 

around $72 million4. That estimate is now approaching $100 million annually. The illicit arms 
trade is estimated to be at around 10%-20% of the global share.5 With over 800,000 small arms 
produced annually, that is an incredibly alarming amount of lethal weapons in the hands of 
unauthorized users.  
 
 
 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
2 https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/report/small-arms-paper-250506.htm 
3 http://www.un.org/depts/ddar/Firstcom/SGreport52/a52298.html 
4 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2015/08/killer-facts-the-scale-of-the-global-arms-trade/ 
5 https://web.archive.org/web/20070221133132/http://www.fas.org/asmp/library/articles/SchroederLamb.pdf 
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Timeline 
 

1892 The first automatic handgun is invented 
after shotguns and rifles have been in 
common use for decades.6  

1765-1783 During the American Revolution, patriots 
would often smuggle arms into the United 
States.  

November 12, 1921 - February 6, 1922 The Washington Naval Conference, held 
between nine nations, is the first arms 
control conference in history.  

March 5, 1970 The Treaty on the Nonproliferation of 
Nuclear weapons comes into effect.  

August 20, 1985 – March 4, 1987 The Iran-Contra affair occurs, where senior 
administration officials secretly facilitated 
the sale of arms to Iran, which was the 
subject of an arms embargo. 

November 4, 2000 A document on small arms and light 
weapons is produced by the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe.7  

July 20, 2001 The Programme of Action to Prevent, 
Combat, and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in 
Small Arms and Light Weapons in All its 
Aspects (POA) was established by the UN.8  

October 20, 2011 Muammar Gaddafi is shot and killed, 
leading to their surplus of small arms and 
light weapons being smuggled into Egypt.  

November 2, 2011 Viktor Bout is convicted by a jury in a 
Manhattan federal court of conspiracy to kill 
U.S. citizens and officials, delivery of anti-

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
6 http://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/technique/gun-timeline/ 
7 http://www.osce.org/fsc/20783?download=true 
8 http://www.poa-iss.org/PoA/poahtml.aspx 
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aircraft missiles, and providing aid to a 
terrorist organization.9 

December 24, 2014 The Arms Trade Treaty entered into force.  

 

Historical Analysis 
 
 Globalization in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries promoted the development of 
the international black market, allowing small arms and light weapons to be traded illegally 
across borders. The black market trading network usually operates through uninspected cargo 
ships, forged documents, bribing officials and disguising arms as humanitarian aid as a means 
to ship small arms and light weapons across borders.10 Nations such as Russia, China, and the 
United States have been supplying third world nations with weapons since the 1860’s, when 
European nations began to supply African nations with modern weapons to ward off other 
European imperialists.  
 

In the earlier half of the twentieth century, much of the discussion regarding 
demilitarization was centered around large, more damaging weapons. In 1921, the 
Washington Naval Conference stands out as a successful example of a modern-day 
international agreement to limit the use and proliferation of a certain type of armament. Even 
more historic in 1925, the Second Geneva Convention called for a complete ban on the use of 
chemical and biological weapons in warfare. The proliferation of illicit arms trades only really 
began during the Cold War and even more so during regional conflicts after the 1990’s.  

 
During the Cold War, the USA and the USSR supplied conflicted parties in wars with 

massive amounts of firearms. This was especially prevalent in the Korean War, Vietnam War, 
and the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan. Another notable example is during the Iran-Contra 
Affair, when the US had facilitated arm sales to Iran, which at the time was under a trade 
embargo.11 Then, after the break up of the Soviet Union near the end of the Cold War, many 
Soviet Union small arms and light weapons became part of the international illicit small arms 
trade. Today, the main offenders that contribute to the Illegal Small Arms Trade are 
developed nations that manufacture weapons internally, then find local buyers or sell their 
weapons to nations preparing for war.  

 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
9 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/nov/02/viktour-bout-convicted-arms-deal 
10 https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/the-illicit-trade-of-small-arms-4273/ 
11 https://www.brown.edu/Research/Understanding_the_Iran_Contra_Affair/ 
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As reported by The Arms Bazaar in Shattered Lives, “The five permanent members of 
the UN Security Council—France, Russia, China, the UK, and the USA—together account for 
eighty-eight percent of the world’s conventional arms exports.”12 World powers supply 
nations such as Syria, Afghanistan, North Korea, and Venezuela with small arms and light 
weapons, which allows the escalation and instigation of even more conflicts. In many cases, 
these weapons fall into the hands of terrorist groups such as Al Qaeda, Hezbollah, Hamas, and 
ISIS who prohibit the progress of developing countries.  

 
Privatized weapon dealers, such as the infamous Viktor Bout, who is now in custody, 

greatly contribute to the illegal small arms trades. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, he 
took advantage of his access to excess small arms and light weapons and armed the Taliban, 
the Northern Alliance in Afghanistan, the Revolutionary United Front in Sierra Leone, 
Charles Taylor's regime in Liberia, Unita in Angola, and various Congolese factions, allowing 
regional violence to grow leading to destruction, violence, and death.13  

 
There are regulations on the small arms trade, which are designed to prevent weapon 

sales to terrorist and criminal groups. However, first world weapon dealers rarely abide by 
these rules in order to continue selling small arms and light weapons to developing foreign 
nations. The problem with this is that inside these developing nations, these arms are sold to 
criminal organizations in return for large profits. Previous measures already taken that 
attempt to suppress the small arms trade include: the Programme of Action to Prevent, 
Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All its Aspects 
(POA), the International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA), the UN Firearms 
Protocol, Control Arms Campaign by Amnesty International, the International Arms Trade 
Treaty (ATT), and the International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol)14 but have 
proved to be incapable of dealing with the entirety of the problem. 

 
It is important to not that not all trade of small arms and light weapons is considered 

illegal. Countries that host wars, regional conflicts, or terrorists, may be subject to specific 
embargos including small arms.15 Despite this, the vast majority of countries in the world are 
free to trade. Furthermore, each country will have its own laws related to which weapons 
civilians may legally purchase. The purpose of this committee is not to address the legitimate 
trade and possession of small arms, but to limit the illicit sale of these weapons, which fuel 
conflicts around the globe and inhibits the progression and stability of nations. 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
12 http://www.pircenter.org/media/content/files/11/13639326530.pdf 
13 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-11036569 
14 https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/the-illicit-trade-of-small-arms-4273/ 
15 https://www.sipri.org/databases/embargoes 
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Current Situation 
 
 By the turn of the century and in light of the collapse of the Soviet Union, our world 
has become more interconnected than ever. Industries have benefitted immensely from this 
transition as they are now able to manufacture and distribute goods all around the world at 
unbelievable rates that have never been seen before. Products from the phone in your pocket 
to the chairs on which you sit are all a  result of increased industrialization and globalization.  
 
 However, arms dealers have taken advantage of this too. Mass numbers of arms remain 
in the armories of post-Soviet states, as well as Allied nations. Never has the world ever seen 
such a boom in illegal arm trades. One may find the issue of small arms and light weapons 
trivial compared to weapons that are capable of claiming many more lives, much more 
quickly, like biological weapons or nuclear weapons. The truth is that small arms and light 
weapons claim 90% of the lives involved in modern conflicts. All the wars in the Middle East 
are currently being fought with some degree of small arms and light weapons.  
 

The Peace Research Institute Oslo has investigated the consequences of internal armed 
conflict on several of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The MDGs are a set of 
globally recognized development objectives, encompassing the conquest of poverty and 
hunger, universal education, gender equality, improved child and maternal health, combating 
HIV/AIDS, achieving environmental sustainability, and building a global partnership for 
development.16 In this study, it is found that armed conflicts triggered by proliferation of small 
arms and light weapons can lead to extensive exposure to disease and food insecurity. When 
hospitals are overrun with casualties, dwindling supplies can lead to collapses in the 
healthcare system. Immediately following a conflict, a country’s GDP is found to drop 
sharply. For every 2500 deaths related to the conflict, a year is deducted from the average life 
expectancy and infant mortality rates increase by 10%. Estimates have also shown that potable 
water also becomes unavailable to 1.8% of the population. Education is directly affected as 
well, as those affected by armed conflicts lost approximately 3-4 years of education relative to 
peaceful countries with similar economic statuses.17  
 
 Over the last decade, the Middle East has become a focal point of the world arms 
buildup. Each year, the regional arsenal grows, as the United States, Post-Soviet Union states, 
France, the United Kingdom, China, and others ship billions of dollars worth of weapons to 
the countries there. Today, the region receives over half of all arms deliveries to the third 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
16 https://www.sipri.org/commentary/blog/2015/consequences-internal-armed-conflict-development-part-1 
17 https://www.sipri.org/commentary/blog/2015/consequences-internal-armed-conflict-development-part-2 
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world, and more than a quarter of all world arms shipments.18 According to recent EU 
statistics19, in 2009, 53 percent of EU arms exports were directed to the global south, with 
nearly 10 billion euros worth of weapons reaching the Middle East alone. The social, political, 
and military instability in the Middle East have all been huge factors in creating the grounds 
for an illicit arms trade. The two major cases that need to be addressed are in Egypt and Syria 
because of their significant casualty tolls and the most recent developments.  
 

Egypt 
After Maummar Gaddafi’s death, most of Libya’s arms stocks were stolen by smugglers 

and reappeared in Egypt. Because the border between Libya and Egypt is generally weakly 
patrolled and extensive in size, it makes it very easy for arms to go through. Small arms are 
also cheap, light, and east to handle and conceal. Some of the arms remained in Egypt, and 
rest continued to militants in the Gaza Strip and the Syrian rebels. Libya therefore became a 
great source for arms and Egypt served as one of the biggest transition points and junctions in 
illicit arm trades. Much of these arms reached the hands of jihadists and extremists living in 
the Sinai Peninsula, further increasing the tensions and escalating conflicts between the 
central government in Cairo and the rebels there. This poses a lot of problems to the Egyptian 
government as it shows that they are incapable of securing their borders and controlling the 
possession of firearms in the Sinai Peninsula.  

 

Syria 
 The illicit trade of weapons has also been an issue for the now longer than five-year-old 
conflict in Syria. The Shiite alliance between Syria and Iran is a major feature in the Middle 
Eastern conflicts. Firstly, it gives political support to the Assad regime in Syria and Tehran 
also provides military aid thus solidifying a Shiite power in resistance to the Sunni majority. 
Secondly, Iran has, on multiple occasions, provided arms20 to those Shiite populations living 
in other countries such as Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Iraq, and Bahrain,21 in addition to 
supporting22 the Sunni militias in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. It is clear that Iran’s 
motivation is to counterbalance and oppose the rise of Israel in any way that would not 
require direct confrontation with the US. Conducting illicit arm trades is one such way, and 
continuing to do so would lead to further increase of tension in the Middle East.  
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
18 http://www.merip.org/mer/mer112 
19 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=OJ:C:2011:009:TOC 
20 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iran/8624489/Iran-supporting-Shiite-groups-in-Iraq-that-
are-killing-US-troops.html 
21 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-21522074 
22 https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/iran-syria-smuggling-weapons-gain-influence-west-bank 
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More can be done about both of these conflicts. Borders need to be reinforced between 
Egypt and Libya and political tangles could be avoided if the Egyptian Government were able 
to become stable enough to exercise its authority on its entire territory. Once Cairo has 
reached a stable situation, better oversight mechanisms and regulations can be put in place to 
combat the illicit arms trade. In general, political stability will give Egypt the power to assuage 
the unstable portions of its territory, most notably, the Sinai Peninsula.  
 

As for Syria, the conflict is more ideological. Iran recognizes that Israel is in an active 
process of becoming the hegemon of the Middle East. However, one could argue that 
Jerusalem is simply interested in protecting its borders and national security. It can be 
speculated that once Iran reaches an economical and political status with which it is satisfied, 
it is possible that Tehran may withdraw their aggressive stance, and may pursue the 
maintenance of a relatively stable status quo.23 By disarming and inhibiting the effectiveness of 
small arms and lights weapons trading, we can heavily ameliorate the tensions that exist 
between these states.  
 

UN Involvement 
 
 One of the main focuses of the First Committee of the United Nations is disarmament 
and threats to international peace. Because of this, since the inception of the UN,  there have 
been a plethora of UN documents, as well as treaties, which seek to mitigate the despicable 
effects of the illicit trade of small arms and light weapons. In December of 1997, the General 
Assembly requested the Secretary-General to prepare a report, with the assistance of a panel of 
governmental experts.24 This panel discussed problems surrounding the global arms trade, 
and creating definitions for small arms and light weapons as mentioned earlier. Another UN 
entity established in 1980 was the UN Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR). The 
mission of this voluntarily funded entity within the United Nations is to assist states in 
addressing disarmament and security challenges through drafting recommendations and 
reports. Along with the UNIDIR is the UN Disarmament Commission (UNDC), which is a 
deliberative body headquartered in Geneva mandated to consider and make various 
recommendations on diverse disarmament issues. However, arguably the most important 
entity of the UN addressing small arms and light weapons is the UN Office for Disarmament 
Affairs (UNODA). The UNODA's main pillars include nuclear disarmament and non-

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
23 http://www.fptoday.org/the-middle-east-and-illicit-arms-sales-the-perfect-alliance/ 
24 http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/fileadmin/docs/N-Instruments/1999-UN-GGE_small_armsA_54_258.pdf 
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proliferation, strengthening existing disarmament regimes, and disarmament efforts in 
regards to small arms and light weapons and other conventional weapons.25 
 

Specifically regarding the illicit arms trade, the Programme of Action to Prevent, 
Combat, and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All its Aspects 
(POA) was established by the UN in 2010. The POA focuses on promoting practical measures, 
which include collecting and safely destroying illegal weapons, strengthening import and 
export controls on small arms and light weapons, improving safety of weapons facilities, 
helping affected countries track down illegal small arms and light weapons brokers, and 
raising public awareness on the effects of small arms and light weapons.26 Since the POA was 
adopted, roughly 50 countries have strengthened their laws against the illegal trade, and more 
than 60 states have collected and destroyed illegal weapons. 

 
Accompanying several UN programmes is the Coordinating Action on Small Arms 

(CASA). This body acts as the coordination mechanism within the UN between 21 different 
bodies that work on arms control in areas such as fact finding missions, capacity building 
projects, and workshops to help states with the implementation of the POA, Arms Trade 
Treaty (ATT), and UN Firearms Protocol. Through CASA, different UN entities are able to 
communicate and coordinate with one another to enable the UN to develop one clear, 
coherent strategy on small arms and light weapons.  

 
The single most important treaty to come from the United Nations regarding the illicit 

arms trade is the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT),27 which was passed by the UN General Assembly 
in 2013, and which entered into force in early 2014. Currently, 130 states have signed the 
ATT, and 84 have ratified it.28 The purpose of this treaty is to create a legally binding 
document in which member states create and maintain national control systems to regulate 
and monitor ammunition, parts and components, and fully assembled conventional weapons, 
including small arms and light weapons. This is a critical treaty in that it establishes common 
standards regarding arms transfer for all member states to follow. With the treaty now entered 
into force and legally binding upon states party to it, the ATT stands as the most 
comprehensive treaty to date addressing small arms and light weapons. 
 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
25 https://www.un.org/disarmament/vision/ 
26 http://www.un.org/events/smallarms2006/pdf/PoA.pdf 
27 https://unoda-web.s3-accelerate.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/English7.pdf 
28 https://s3.amazonaws.com/unoda-web/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/ATT-status-table-WebReport-27-September-
2016.pdf 
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Possible Solutions 
 
 First and foremost, as the Disarmament and International Security Committee, it 
should be expected that the disarmament of civilians and militias in post-conflict regions 
should be debated. In these areas, it is key that after war times, civilians and militias no longer 
have access to mass amounts of arms that may spark further conflicts, or may leak into black 
markets and other actors like terrorist organizations that can destabilize the region. 
Governments are typically unstable after conflicts, and it is important that international 
efforts are made to disarm non-governmental actors. In the case that they refuse, 
recommendation of a military intervention may be an option if other methods are found to be 
infeasible.  
  
 It is also important to find ways to encourage conflicted and warring countries to sign 
and ratify international documents that mitigate the harmful impacts of the illicit arms trade. 
Many member states continue to suffer from unregulated to very deregulated private sector 
arms sales. This factor allows corrupt arms brokers to make trades with criminals. The vast 
majority of Middle Eastern states have yet to sign, let alone ratify, the ATT. These states 
include, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Yemen. The ATT 
must be ratified in order to establish a concrete regulatory system for illicit arm trades.  
 
 The current devastating situation of illicit arms trade depends in huge amount to the 
lack of transparency of governments and arms brokers. The weapon deals are mostly carried 
out in disclosed environments and often end up being unrecorded and unregulated. Increased 
transparency in an intergovernmental level will harden the trade of small arms, and ensure a 
significant drop in illicit sales of such arms. Corrupt government and military officials carry 
out, in large portions, the trade of illicit arms in the Middle East. A close examination of 
officials regarding the detection of corrupt individuals must be carried out actively by states. 
Economic communities could ratify laws and regional squads can be established to serve such 
purpose. 
 
 We also need to look at the root of the problem. The ATT does little to address the 
illicit production of small arms and light weapons. Around the world, arms and ammunition 
can be made from scrap parts and because they are not a licenced state or business, they are 
nearly impossible to track. At one point in Darra Adam Khel, Pakistan, guns were as cheap as 
cell phones. The community thrived on the sale and production of arms and those weapons 
were sold on an industrial scale. It was a hub for criminal activity and human traffickers were 
common and everything from stolen cars to fake university degrees could be procured. Trade 
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was illegal, unlicensed and unregulated, but long tolerated by authorities with little power in 
the tribal areas between Afghanistan and Pakistan, where militants once operated with 
impunity. However, in recent years the military has cracked down on extremism, particularly 
in the tribal areas, and security is the best it has been since the Pakistani Taliban were formed 
in 2007. However, the trade in Darra had few complaints and heavily supported the local 
community. Darra trade union leader Badam Akbar confirmed that some 3,000 shops have 
closed, and said skilled workers are attempting to learn new trades. This is best described 
when Akbar said “Nothing is left in this bazaar now.”29 Delegates must also be wary of the 
implications of disarmament and should fine measures to maintain economic stability in areas 
dependent on the illicit sale of arms. 
 

Bloc Positions 
 

Africa 
As a region that has had many regional conflicts instigated and escalated by the 

proliferation of small arms and light weapons, many African nations have seen the devastating 
economic, political, and social instability and decline that it can bring. The long lasting 
conflicts in Rwanda, Somalia, and Burundi have been perpetuated because of the available 
access to the arms. As such, the African Bloc has been establishing preventative measures for 
keeping the small arms and light weapons away from belligerent parties and rehabilitation 
programs to stop the effects of their illicit use.30 Dr Tarek A. Sharif, the African Union’s (AU)s 
Head of the Defence and Security Division, said in a speech that the AU firmly believes that its 
Programme of Action remains a critical and comprehensive policy framework to achieve the 
fight against illicit arms. The AU called on its international partners to also boost their 
support to the fight. 
 

Asia 
Conflicts in this region have been relatively high, especially in the Southeast Asian 

region. For example, the armed confrontation in Thailand has greatly destabilized a region 
once hailed as a tourist haven. As such, the Asian bloc has also been careful to regulate its 
arms trade throughout the region. However, as a region with one of the biggest suppliers of 
small arms and light weapons, members of this bloc need to also consider solutions that do 
not impose upon a nation's autonomy to legally sell arms. The Association of South-East 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
29 https://www.dawn.com/news/1273740/guns-cheaper-than-smartphones-in-darra-adamkhel 
30 http://www.africanews.com/2016/06/07/african-union-commits-to-fight-against-illicit-small-arms-trade/ 
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Asian Nations (ASEAN) has been establishing particularly stricter regulations into the arms 
trade by unifying the arms tracking methods and improving international communication.31 
 

Middle East 
The Middle Eastern region is home to mass instability and conflicts perpetrated by 

small arms and light weapons. The U.S. invasion of Iraq and Afghanistan has multiplied the 
number of small arms and light weapons in the region. These arms have fallen into the hands 
of terrorist organizations like ISIS and Hamas, promoting insurgency and violence in urban 
areas. Developing regions, such as Palestine, increase the demand of small arms and light 
weapons and welcome the illegal small arms trade. Middle Eastern and Arab countries would 
seek to impose trade regulations and bans on the trading of small arms. They want a 
resolution which restricts foreign influences, such as the US’s influence in Iraq/Afghanistan, 
which increases the number of SALW in the region. With arms pouring into Egypt from 
Libya, and international support from Western nations, regulation and disarmament is 
essential to combat terrorist groups.  

 

Latin America 
The Latin American states have experienced many uprisings that have garnered a great 

human cost. Conflicts in Colombia32 and Peru33 have taken over 300,000 lives since 1958, with 
80% of the casualties being civilians. The conflicts have also been typically attributed to the 
wide gap between the poor and the rich. The Organization of American States (OAS) has 
devoted measures to more efficiently track arms and their illicit trade to end such prevalence 
of volatility. 

 

Western Liberal Democracies  
As a bloc with the most small arms and light weapons manufacturers and some of the 

most developed nations, members of this bloc need to consider various viewpoints. Although 
many of these nations support disarmament, it is also important to consider that their 
economies are also dependent on the sales of arms. Thus, the biggest discrepancy between the 
Western bloc and other blocs is that they would consider the reduction of small arms and light 
weapons rather than the complete eradication of them. However, this stance is not to say that 
western nations would disagree with the demobilization of armed belligerents. 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
31 http://www.poa-
iss.org/RegionalOrganizations/ASEAN/The%20Issue%20of%20SALW%20in%20the%20context%20of%20transna
tions%20organized%20crime.pdf 
32  http://www.aljazeera.com/news/americas/2013/07/201372511122146399.html 
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Discussion Questions 
 

1.! In your country’s view, what are the essential, baseline components of a successful 
Arms Trade Treaty?  

 
2.! What should the goals, and limitations, of such a treaty be?  

 
3.! What can the committee take away from previous UN action on the proliferation of 

small arms and light weapons? Attempt to recognize areas of potential disagreement 
between countries and possible compromises or resolution.  

 
4.! How should countries cooperate with/include private industry in efforts for arms 

control?  
 

5.! When arms are produced and sold legally, but are then smuggled illegally, what is the 
burden on manufacturers and state license-givers to ensure that weapons are not 
traded to places that can fuel conflicts and cause unnecessary civilian casualties?  

 
6.! Under what conditions should trade in small arms to a certain region be restricted?  

 
7.! How can we accurately trace the proliferation of illegally-trafficked small arms? How 

can nations cooperate to this effect?  
 

8.! To what extent should individual regions work in concert to combat the proliferation 
of small arms?  
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