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Letter from the Director  
 
Dear delegates,  
 
My name is Alex Han, and it is my great pleasure as director to welcome all of you to the 
Disarmament and International Security Committee (DISEC) at CAHSMUN 2018. I am 
currently attending Port Moody Secondary School as a grade 11 in the International 
Baccalaureate program. As a passionate participant of global politics, and debate from my 
early high school years, I have gained invaluable lessons as well as unforgettable memories. 
They have refined me to become an enlightened and inclusive global citizen. I hope you gain 
just as much knowledge, friends, and good memories during your time at CAHSMUN.   
 
Our first topic discusses the complex implications surrounding prisoners of war. Throughout 
human history, war has always existed. Ever since the horrific treatment of prisoners of war 
during WWII, world leaders have begun frequent discussions, in hopes of making the 
inhumane world of war more humane. Even though a solution to the maltreatment of 
prisoners of war may be simple and straightforward, its implementation will prove to be 
difficult. What do you do with prisoners who are members of a terrorist organization? How 
do we enforce terroristic organizations to follow the guidelines set by the UN? If they don’t 
follow our guidelines, does that justify us to treat our prisoners poorly?  
 
Our second topic handles the driving force behind maritime piracy. Piracy is an age-old 
crime. It has existed for centuries, flourishing during political instabilities. In the present day, 
pirates are now equipped with ever-evolving methods to hijack, finance, and transfer their 
illicit earnings. A renewed solution to piracy is in urgent need. Any solutions should not be 
just a rehash of the old United Nations resolutions, but rather a solution also dealing with the 
new and rising problems.    
 
Along with my chairs Sean Lee and Sarah Buddhason, we are ecstatic to witness a fun and 
welcoming committee packed with intense debates. If you have any questions regarding the 
backgrounder, topic, committee, or MUN in general, please do not hesitate to ask through our 
email at disec@cahsmun.org. We look forward to meeting each and every one of you in April!  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Alex Han 
Director of DISEC—CAHSMUN 2018 
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Committee Description  
 
In January 1946, the Disarmament and International Security Committee held its first 
meeting to resolve numerous security issues and political tensions the Second World War 
accentuated.  
 
In the present day, with all 193 UN members, DISEC is at the forefront of ensuring 
international peace on concerns ranging from small arms trade to nuclear proliferation and 
covering regions from the Arctic Circle to the digital world of cybersecurity.  
 
As the First Committee of the General Assembly, Disarmament and International Security 
Committee (DISEC) deals with “disarmament, global challenges and threats to peace that 
affect the international community”.1 It seeks out solutions to the challenges that come with 
maintaining the security of the international community. Working closely with the United 
Nations Disarmament Commission and the Geneva-based Conference on Disarmament, the 
First Committee is also entitled to verbatim records coverage.  
   
Its sessions are structured as follows: 1) General debate, 2) Thematic discussions, 3) Action on 
drafts. Throughout the past years, efforts have been made to rationalize the work of the 
Committee while focusing on its agenda and improving its organization of work.2 Notably, 
this was done through: the 48th session on “Rationalization of the work and reform of the 
agenda of the First Committee”, the 59th session on improving the effectiveness of the 
methods of work of the First Committee, and the 60th session on the “Revitalization of the 
work of the General Assembly”.  
 
As DISEC cannot enforce any legally binding decisions or direct interventions, it tackles 
international security concerns through their global influence, promotion of cooperative 
arrangements, creation of countless peace treaties, and insightful recommendations that 
broaden the scope of the UN. Some notable resolutions passed by the First Committee 
include: Resolution 1 entitled “Establishment of a Commission to Deal with the Problems 
Raised by the Discovery of Atomic Energy” and Resolution 1378, the very first General 
Assembly resolution that was co-sponsored by all Member States at the time.3  
 
  
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1 http://www.un.org/en/ga/first/  
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid.!



CAHSMUN 2018 DISEC Backgrounder B 3 
!

Topic B: Maritime Piracy 
Overview  
 
The term piracy outlined by the Article 101 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982 encompasses illegal acts of violence or detention committed by the 
passengers of a private ship on high seas outside of the jurisdiction of the state.4 
 
Maritime piracy is an age-old crime that goes back to as far as Ancient Rome. The crime 
started as individuals pilgrimaging small goods, serving illicit markets, and has since evolved 
to a more violent, acquisitive, organized crime with gang-like structure.5 The regions and 
actors involved not only include the infamous Somalian coast or the South China Sea but also 
those living far away who fuel and invest in maritime piracy.  
 
It is important to recognize that piracy flourishes during political instability and opportunities 
for plunder. Throughout history, pirates were more concerned with selling their plunder and 
captives, and receiving ransom payments rather than pushing a political agenda. 
Consequently, this characteristic requires pirates to always have some commercial contacts 
and political protection.6 In any situation, if their interests suffered, they could always look to 
new receivers and political protectors, even changing their area of depredation.  
 
Pirates by nature are geographically mobile communities, never residing and being satisfied 
with one area. Therefore, finding a solution to this age-old crime requires more than a one-
way blanket solution. Rather, solutions needed to be tailored to each issue. Further, 
recognizing why these once law-abiding people turned to the life of piracy is important as 
well.  
 
Throughout the 21st century, pirate attacks have been both rising and dropping as a result of 
political instability and effective international actions. With such broad scope of harms, 
maritime piracy has become an international concern and falls under the responsibility of 
DISEC to ensure international security and peace.  
 
  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
4 http://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/part7.htm 
5 http://www.marecentre.nl/mast/documents/GerTeitler.pdf  
6 https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tocta/9.Maritime_piracy.pdf 
!
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Timeline  
 
February 18 2003 – Chinese court in Shantou sentences ten pirates to imprisonment for 

hijacking Siam Xanxai in June 1999.7 
 
March 2005 – Malaysia states that it will create a 24-hour radar system to monitor security in 

the Straits of Malacca and establish the Maritime Enforcement Agency by the end of 2005.8 
 
April 2005 – Singapore, Japan, Laos, and Cambodia sign the Regional Co-operational 
Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia.  
 
October 2007 – Somali pirates capture Japanese chemical tanker Golden Nori, which ships of 
the US Navy quickly surrounded. Ransomed for $1.5 million  
 
August 22 2008 – Naval forces establish the Maritime Security Patrol Area (MSPA) to avert 
attacks on commercial vessels passing the Gulf of Aden 
 
December 2008 – EU launches Operation Atlanta to patrol High-Risk Area to protect 
shipping from Somali pirates 
 
April 8 2009 – An American vessel is hijacked by Somali pirates off the Horn of African. This 
is the first time the US is a victim of piracy in more than 200 years. The Maersk Alabama ship 
was transporting food and other aid products for the World Food Program. US Navy SEAL 
snipers, positioned on fantail of the destroyer Bainbridge, kill three pirates and free Richard, 
ending the five-day ordeal in the Indian ocean  
 
July 2010 – In the southern Red Sea, Pirates armed with automatic weapons and rocket-
propelled grenades hijack a chemical tanker; this is the first documented hijacking in this area.  
 
February 2015 – Last four crewman of the Prantalay 12 are released. Their ship was hijacked 
in April 2010, about 1200 nautical miles from the Somali coast. Six crew members died in 
captivity and 14 were released in 2011.  
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
7 https://www.infoplease.com/world/timeline-pirates#X-1991 
8 http://www.cindyvallar.com/dates.html!
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April 16th, 2016: Mohamed Abdi Hassan (Pirate kingpin) sentenced to 20 years imprisonment 
in Belgium.  
 

Historical Analysis 
 
Beginning of Funded Piracy  
In between 1450 CE to 1600 CE in the Atlantic worlds, the Iberian suppression of free trade 
rose. Both the Spanish and Portuguese, who were first on the Atlantic scene, dominated 
colonization and started a huge monopoly on trade with those colonies.9 Through the Papal 
Treaty of Tordesillas, the Spanish gained control of the western hemisphere while the 
Portuguese controlled the eastern half. With huge profits to be made over items such as cash 
crops and slave trade, they both enforced strict mercantile laws over any other foreign states 
wishing to enter the trade. However, the merchants in these foreign nations attracted by the 
huge profits ignored the Iberian laws and begin smuggling slaves (and other profitable goods) 
to the Americas. Although illegal, with high demand of slaves from the Spanish Caribbean 
and Portuguese Brazil, the smuggling continued. The Spanish and the Portuguese 
immediately attacked the illegal merchants, making their trips unprofitable. The foreign 
nations, with eagerness to enter the trade, started condoning and funding certain levels of 
piracy to undermine the Iberian monopoly. Even though certain pirates in the 1450 CE were 
supported by nations, it is important to recognize the current face of piracy is very different 
from the one funded by nations of 1450 CE and carry a significantly different purposes.   
 
Beginning of Piracy in Asia 
Like all piracy, the initial purpose piracy in Asia was for pilgrimage or profit. Initially, they 
took to the old silk routes of the sea, however, as time progressed soon turned their eyes to 
China's growing economy and its trade partners. With its vast geographical characteristics, 
such as the region's countless islands and coastline, pirates in Asia soon took more of a gang-
like feature. The region was so vast, even the largest navies found it difficult to fully control 
and regulate.10 Soon, after WWII, large criminal pirate gangs formed, recruiting fishermen 
and seafarers with lucrative second profession. The gang-like characteristic opened 
commercial and political connections for Southeast Asian pirates to gain improved weaponry, 
such as automatic weapons.  
 
  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
9 http://www3.gettysburg.edu/~tshannon/hist106web/site3/beginnings%20of%20piracy.htm 
10 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bjZE3gAR_I!
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Beginning of Piracy in Africa  
In the present day, Somalian pirates are notorious for their rampant illicit acts of violence. 
However, originally, these pirates claimed that they were aiming to stop the illegal fishing and 
dumping of toxic waste off the Somali coast.11 Somali pirates composed of young Somalis 
from poor communities often left the Somalian coast to raid elsewhere and flourished greatly 
from ransom payments. As the Somalian pirates became more successful, they started 
attracting the attention of Somali clan warlords. With mutual benefits for both parties to gain 
from, this relationship opened new multi-clan franchises, similar to the ones developed in 
Southeast Asia.   
 

Current Situation  
 
Ransoms  
The main source of profit for the pirates is ransom payment. However, the payment itself is 
not a simple demand and accept procedure, but rather back and forth negotiation between the 
vessel owner and the pirates. Often, if not all, these negotiations happen through a law firm. 
When the amount is demanded and agreed upon, the firm soon contacts financial institutions 
for cash withdrawal. These institutions are aware the case will be used as a ransom payment. 
Like any financial dealings with illicit bodies, the law firms use both internal and external 
resources to determine instances where the payment of a ransom should not proceed.   
 
According to UNODC-WB dataset, between 2005 and December 2012, between US$339 
million and US$413 million was used as ransom payments for the Somali pirates. It is 
important to recognize these numbers do not include the number of ships released without a 
ransom (ex. due to military intervention). The rapid decline in the year 2012 is primarily due 
to increase in private security personnel, making it difficult for hijackings to occur. 
Ultimately, pirates successfully hijacked only 15 vessels compared to 50 in 2010 or 31 in 2011. 
 
It is also important to note as security measures strengthen so does the general operating cost 
to counteract newly improved security measures. Statistics show that the average amount of 
ransom payment slowly increases until 2012, where the pirates simply do not have the same 
level of leverage they had in earlier years. 
 
  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
11 https://echogeo.revues.org/11370#tocto1n2  
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Movement of the Proceeds 
With ransom payments reaching over seven figures, it becomes difficult to transfer the money. 
There are two main methods of moving the proceeds used by pirates:  
 

1.)!Financial Wire Transfers,  
2.)!Cross-border cash smuggling.  

 
Financial wire transfers have been reported in some ransom payments, in the cases of the MV 
Pompei and MV CEC Future, where the negotiator accepted a separate wire transfer 
deposited to a bank account.12 It’s important to note how these bank accounts used in these 
transfers are not only located within the target country itself but from abroad as well. Cross-
border cash smuggling takes place both on land and with the use of aircrafts.13 These cash 
transactions are even harder to track when they take place between developing nations where 
border control is poorly monitored. Pirates would simply fly directly to foreign countries that 
are willing to accept large deposits of cash with few limitations.  
 
Investment in Legitimate Business Activities  
When pirate financiers receive their share of the proceeds, they often launder it through direct 
investments in legitimate businesses. These businesses exist both abroad and within the nation 
where pirate activities take place. These investments concern all types of businesses (e.g., 
restaurants, retail stores, gas stations), everywhere.14 The areas of investment most commonly 
used by pirate financiers are hotels, restaurants, and real estate, and development of militia. 
From transport to financial services, there are various businesses pirate financiers invest in. 
With such broad scope, it is hard to simply predict or catch all the companies with formal ties 
with such financiers. Furthermore, these businesses are often not 100% funded by proceeds 
from piracy. Therefore, further substantiation and research are needed to determine whether 
or not these businesses are truly a part of the money laundering scheme used by financiers. 
 
Investment in Other Criminal Activities (e.g., smuggling, trafficking) 
While some pirate financiers invest in legitimate business activities, some choose to invest in 
other criminal activities instead, perpetuating more crime. This different investment pattern 
raises more concerns as there has consistently been a connection between piracy and other 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
12 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTFINANCIALSECTOR/Resources/Pirate_Trails_World_Bank_UNODC_Inte
rpol_report.pdf. 
13 Ibid. 
14 Ibid.!
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insurgent groups, both in Somalia and Asia.15 Being connected to insurgent groups, these 
investors often invest more heavily in militias and military capacities as well. Smuggling and 
trafficking are common criminal activity financiers, and common pirates invest in.16 For foot 
soldiers of piracy, migrant smuggling could potentially make between US$30 000 and US$75 
000 extra. Furthermore, since many pirates spend their earnings on trafficked women and sex 
workers, the market for migrant smuggling is always thriving. The difficulty lies in analyzing 
the operational links between pirates and migrant smugglers as the amount of information 
and reports are scarce. 
 
Pirates in Africa 
Piracy in Africa is a direct product of the social and political instability of the African region. 
In Africa, the country most well-known for piracy is Somalia. After the 22 year dictatorship of 
Said Barre compiled with 18 years of civil war, the central government collapsed in 1991, 
splitting the nation into three: independent north-eastern state of Somaliland, a central semi-
autonomous region of Puntland, and south-western state of Somalia.17 The lack of 
government police enforcement and widespread hunger among over three million hungry 
Somalis was one of the causes of modern piracy. To the poor, hungry fishermen, the riches 
piracy promised seemed like a good way to make money. To make matters worse, after the fall 
of the Barre regime, foreign vessels (Europe, Asia, Africa) move into Somali waters, 
conducting unauthorized fishing, taking away the only source of income of Somali fishermen. 
There are also reports of these foreign vessels dumping toxic waste. To stop the unauthorized 
fishing and dumping of toxic wastes, vigilante groups formed. These groups attacked the 
vessels involved in illicit fishing or dumping. The use of ransom payments came about when it 
was used to secure reparations. Vigilante groups would hold the vessels until compensation 
for the illicit fishing or dumping was made. However, these vigilante groups of the past have 
become pirates of today, kidnapping vessels not because of reparations but just to enrich 
themselves. Pirates are drifting further and further away from Somali coasts, attacking 
commercial freighters, vessels with zero connection to Somalia.18  

 
Piracy comes with both harms and benefits to Africa. While these pirates often hold vessels 
from NGOs, limiting the amount of foreign aid coming into the region, the inflow of ransom 
money fuels local businesses. For example, the capital of Puntland, Garowe, is experiencing a 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
15 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTFINANCIALSECTOR/Resources/Pirate_Trails_World_Bank_UNODC_Inte
rpol_report.pdf 
16 Ibid.  
17 https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tocta/9.Maritime_piracy.pdf. 
18 Ibid. 
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construction boom, fueled by ransom money.19 This construction boom provides new 
infrastructure and jobs for local citizens. However, these benefits exist within the strict local 
boundary. Seafarers and ship-owners outside the local boundary are victims to thousands of 
dollars in ransom money and repairs. These losses discourage economic trade through waters 
where pirates thrive, further harming African nations that depend on foreign trade to survive. 
Furthermore, with the rise of piracy, insurance costs have risen for shipping companies at a 
proportional rate.  
 
As mentioned above, almost every substantial pirate operation requires "foot soldiers." These 
"foot soldiers" are often young men raised in a desperate and disorganized society. With 
nothing left for them, they are willing to risk their lives for the small chance to improve their 
lives. These individuals are armed with AK-47s and grenades, an easy find in a war-torn 
nation like Somalia. These "foot soldiers" are hired by different piracy networks that exist in 
Somalia. Different "gangs" of pirates use different tactics and have different targets. For 
example, the Somali Marines based in Central Somalia pioneered the use of "motherships."20  
The Kismayu group of southern Somalia focuses on small boats close to shore. The Marka 
group uses fishing boats with long range fire power.21  
 
Piracy in Asia 
In Asia, there are two main types of pirates: smaller, individual pirates who steal from small 
vessels using “raid” style “hit and run” attacks, and more substantial, syndicate-like criminal 
organizations that carry out larger scale crimes involving hostages and ransom money.22 
 
There are five summarizing factors to why piracy in Asia grew to the size it is in the present 
day:  
 

1.)!overfishing,  
2.)! lax maritime regulations,  
3.)!pre-existence of organized crime syndicates,  
4.)!presence of radical politically motivated groups, and  
5.)!widespread poverty. 23  

 
  
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
19 https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tocta/9.Maritime_piracy.pdf 
20 Ibid. 
21 Ibid. 
22 http://www.marecentre.nl/mast/documents/GerTeitler.pdf 
23 http://nautilus.org/apsnet/the-roots-of-piracy-in-southeast-asia/ 
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Overfishing  
With 21st century’s technological advances, fishing stocks have decreased rapidly in Southeast 
Asia. This decrease forced fishers to travel to farther waters to catch fish. Moving into farther 
seas was a difficult task for poor fishers with poor quality equipment. Making matters more 
difficult, the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) set stricter 
boundaries on international waters, requiring fishers to carry specific licenses.24 Obtaining 
licenses proved to be difficult for poor fishers who could not even afford proper equipment. 
These obstacles pushed fishers to not only turn to piracy but also become targets themselves.  
 
Firstly, individual fishers often dropped their meager earnings and turned to piracy. Secondly, 
fishers who traveled outside their nations' maritime zones became easy prey for "raid" style 
pirates. Once outside their nations' maritime zones, these fishers could not ask for help from 
local authorities as local authorities did not have national jurisdiction over the area. In some 
situations, the local authorities would charge fishers for fishing illegally. For example, if a 
Malaysian vessel is attacked in Indonesian waters and is "caught" by the Indonesian 
authorities, instead of receiving help, they would have to pay a fee. Thirdly, unemployed, 
desperate fishers became an easy recruit for organized crime gangs, not only enlarging the 
pre-existent criminal gangs but also strengthening the pirates-gang relationship.   
 
Lax Maritime Regulations 
The current system in place to regulate the maritime sectors consists of a mix of rules and 
regulations enacted and enforced by three different authorities (classification societies, flag 
states, coastal states).25 Despite being made in good faith, these regulations are often 
inadequate, poorly regulating the maritime sector, and leaving ample amount of grey areas 
where illegal activities flourish.  
 
The lack of control and regulations on welfare, training, and payment of seafarers by certain 
flag states is also becoming a rising concern. Some have only minimal or no regulation and 
concern for the seafarers’ welfare and training, leaving them exponentially more vulnerable to 
pirate attacks. This lack of regulation is reflected in the level of scrutiny with which 
documents (e.g. training certificates) are verified and processed.26 Minimum wage or no wage 
at all is common for seafarers who work on vessels with little protection from their flag states. 
For example, International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF) reports the case of two 
Burmese seafarers who only received US$300 for two years of work on the vessel Lung Yuin.  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
24 http://nautilus.org/apsnet/the-roots-of-piracy-in-southeast-asia/ 
25 Ibid. 
26 Ibid.!
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The shortcomings in port control are a concern as well. Even the most developed ports with 
the best security have significant shortcomings. There have been regulations passed to 
improve security, such as the 2002 Container Security Initiative (CSI) or the Proliferation 
Security Initiative (PSI) in May 2003. However, even major ports only open and examine 
below 10% of the vessels that visit the port. Further, there have been reports of falsification of 
ISPS related papers as well as the corruption of institutions issuing these documents.27 These 
loopholes not only make current pirates more eager to continue pilgrimaging but also show 
desperate fishers how easy it is to bypass all the lax maritime regulations and become a pirate. 
 
Pre-Existence of Organized Crime Syndicates 
Asia is known for being home to some of the largest crime syndicates with national influence. 
Since the end of the Cold War, these crime syndicates have been growing through the 
economic, political and social changes in Asia. Today, the two of the largest syndicates 
operating in Asia are the Japanese Yakuza and the triads in China. These syndicates are 
known to conduct illegal activities not only on land but also at sea. Often, this means working 
with individual pirates or other smaller pirate gangs. For example, the kidnapping of the 
tanker Selayang on June 20th, 2001 in the Malacca Straits were funded by large crime 
syndicates. These attacks, with their high degree of organization, require detailed planning 
and upfront capital, which can be done with ease by large crime syndicates. However, the 
exact details of how large crime syndicates get in contact and fund these pirates remain 
covered. Further, it's important to note how these syndicates aren't ordinary gangs and cannot 
be "simply" removed by government enforcement as they own large portions of the nation's 
private sectors as well as hold close ties with political influencers. 
 
Presence of Radical Politically Motivated groups 
Alongside the crime syndicates exist terrorist, and guerrilla movements carried out by 
politically motivated groups. In Southeast Asia, there are three groups believed to be actively 
involved in piracy. Moro Islamic Liberation Front has been responsible for 16 out of 155 
actual and attempted attacks recorded in the Philippines. Out of the 17 pirate gangs operating 
in the nation, 6 had links or worked with members of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front. Abu 
Sayyaf has been responsible for pirate attacks near southern Philippines. At August 2003, Abu 
Sayyaf hijacked a fishing trawler, even leading up to a fire-fight between the Philippines 
government and the Abu Sayyaf members. To finance the struggle against the Indonesian 
government, GAM conducted pirate activities in recent years. GAM has been at blame for 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
27 http://nautilus.org/apsnet/the-roots-of-piracy-in-southeast-asia/ 
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attacks on the Malaysian MT Penrider in August 2003 as well as the Indonesian MT Tri 
Samudra in March 2005. They have also been blamed for attacks on fishing boats and 
targeting Indonesian fishers. Despite having strong circumstantial backings, these blames 
remain as allegations due to lack of solid evidence. On top of the lack of solid evidence, the 
leadership of the GAM vehemently denies GAM involvement in pirate attacks, rather, 
blaming the Indonesian government for framing the group. Therefore, recognize, even though 
many allegations of politically motivated groups bankrolling pirate activities come out to be 
true, there are still certain allegations that remain allegations due to lack of evidence.   
 
Widespread Poverty  
Unlike Somalia or other African nations, local economies in Southeast Asia have recovered 
since the notorious 1997 financial crisis.28 However, poverty remains in certain regions, and 
those who are desperate for money and live close to the sea with boats often see piracy as an 
alternative source of income. These pirates are smaller and more loosely organized 
committing smaller crimes.   
 
United Nations Involvement 
 
UNSC Resolutions  
UNSC Resolution 1816 (S/RES/1816 (2008)) was adopted unanimously on June 2nd, 2008, 
authorizing countries to enter Somali territorial waters and use all necessary means to 
identify, deter, prevent, and repress acts of piracy and armed robbery at sea while following 
the provisions of international law.29 This meant international force could board, search and 
seize suspect vessels and arrest perpetrators in the territorial waters of Somalia. However, 
before conducting any of the above, the forces must cooperate with Somalia's interim 
government and notify the Secretary-General when proposing to carry out anti-piracy 
operations in Somalia's territorial waters.  
 
Then, on November 20th, 2008, UNSC Resolution 1844 (S/RES/1844 (2008)) was adopted to 
impose sanctions on pirates, arms smugglers, and perpetrators of instability and people who 
prevent the distribution of humanitarian assistance to Somalia (included both large 
organizations and individuals).30 It also directed member States to freeze the funds and 
financial assets of those suspected of such acts and deny them entry and transit rights. Arms 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
28 http://nautilus.org/apsnet/the-roots-of-piracy-in-southeast-asia/ 
29 http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1816(2008). 
30 Ibid.!
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embargo was enforced and the provision of military technical assistance and training was 
banned. Additionally, member States were to ensure their own nationals did not collaborate 
with the suspects of this sanction.  
 
United Nations Contact Group  
United Nations Contact Group (UNCG) is a common point of contact to ensure international 
cooperation. It held its inaugural meeting in New York, January 14th, 2009. In attendance were 
the nations of the European Union, North Atlantic Treaty Organization, and the African 
Union. Four functioning groups were created under the UNCG:  
 

1.)!UK, responsible for the Coordination of naval operations and information sharing,  
2.)!Denmark and United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), responsible for 

addressing the judicial aspects of piracy,  
3.)! the US, responsible for strengthening industry awareness and capabilities,  
4.)!Egypt, responsible for strategic communications and public information. The UNCG 

would report its findings to the United Nations Security Council. 
 
Red Sea coastal states in the Arab League 
On November 2008, a consultative meeting in Cairo, Egypt was held. This meeting was to 
coordinate a common strategy against piracy in the Gulf of Aden and off the coast of Somalia. 
Countries attended include: Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Sudan, Jordan, Djibouti, and Somalia 
Transitional Federal Government (TFG). These nations believed the Arab nations around the 
Red Sea were principally responsible for security there and any arrangement/operation must 
be required to be consulted with those States. Therefore, they recommended establishing joint 
mechanisms, joint training, welcomed both international and regional support, and 
consultation and exchange of information through the regional maritime center in Yemen.  
 
International Conference on Piracy around Somalia 
This international conference held in Nairobi, Kenya on December 11th, 2008 was backed by 
the United Nations and was attended by 145 delegates from 45 countries. It concluded that 
support must be given to Somalia through the establishment of an effective police and 
coastguard to provide adequate law enforcement capacity to deal with piracy, human 
trafficking, illegal fishing and umping of toxic waste. The concluding recommendation was to 
establish a task force comprising representation from the United Nations, the international 
community and Somalia, to identify and investigate piracy issues from the local community 
level. Additionally, the two-day meeting also highlighted the importance of strengthening the 
capacity of the Somali national and the regional authorities and to take effective legal actions 
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after the pirates were to be caught. $1.3 million US was provided to boost the criminal justice 
systems of Kenya, Djibouti, Yemen, and Tanzania. 
 

Possible Solutions  
 
Increase in Patrol Ships 
Due to the sheer size of the ocean, there is always a lack of organized ships patrolling for 
pirates. With only 19 countries in the area currently, more ships and organizations are needed 
to ensure all areas of the sea can be monitored safely. There are already multiple "task forces" 
created by several regions, which includes: Combined Task Force 150 (CTF 150), a 
multinational coalition naval task force led by the United States of America, North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization's Maritime Group 2 (SNMG2), and European Union's operation 
"Atlanta."31 Even though these organizations have the same goal of carrying out anti-piracy 
operations, they all have a different approaches and mechanisms with different limitations 
and advantages. Furthermore, communication between these organizations as well as 
independent ships should be strengthened to ensure that resources are utilized to their fullest 
potential.  
 
Enactment of Legal Regimes 
Although S/RES/1846 and S/RES/1851 allow foreign forces to operate in EEZ and territorial 
waters off Somalia, they still need the consent of the Transitional Federal Government of 
Somalia. Additionally, when pirates are captured, the nation that captured said pirates must 
have the national legislation that allows the prosecution of the pirates in accordance with 
UNCLOS Article 101.32 On a case by case basis, sometimes bilateral agreements are 
considered. These specific agreements between nations instead of having a broader agreement 
slow down the anti-piracy operations and the prosecution of the pirates. Also, this is only in 
regards to the piracy in Somalia; piracy in other regions such as Southeast Asia should be 
considered as well. Other methods of allowing prosecution of the pirates at a faster pace 
should be examined. 
 
Greater Security Measures by Private Companies 
As much as piracy is an issue for the nations, it is also an issue of the private sector as well. 
Looking back at failed piracy attempts, one can see when the vessel is well prepared for a 
pirate attack, by the private sector, the chance or the pirates successfully kidnapping the vessel 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
31 https://echogeo.revues.org/11370#tocto1n2. 
32 Ibid.!
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significantly decreases. Having private guards on board instead of a military is a solution 
proposed by many private companies. This is due to the insurance problem that currently 
exists with vessels traveling to pirate-infested areas. Often, insurance company does not cover 
the guards as part of the crew, especially more so if they are not hired by the private owner of 
the vessel. However, the more money the private sector has to invest in traveling to pirate 
infested locations, the less they will trades in those areas.33 
 
Promoting Actions against the Pirates by Local Population 
As argued by the Somali Prime Minister Omar Abdirashid Ali Sharmarke, "[Y]ou cannot 
tackle piracy from the sea no matter how many naval ships you put into the waters… the best 
way to fight the piracy is to tackle these things from the land."34 One of the reasons for piracy 
surviving through harsh international global efforts is due to its "benefits" on the local 
population. To the poverty-stricken local population of Somalia, pirates are simply customers 
with money to purchase goods and fund business activities. By promoting and supporting the 
local population to shun away money derived from piracy may be beneficial to cut the 
incentive to continue pirating ships, at least, for the "foot soldiers" who spent a majority of 
their earnings at a local level. Therefore, finding other alternatives for economic stimuli will 
serve as an important part in finding a comprehensive resolution to this issue.  
 
Tackle Financial Streams of Pirates 
As mentioned above, money from piracy often streams into various business activities, both 
legal and illegal, perpetuating more crime and violence. Therefore, it is important to monitor, 
trace, and confiscate the financial flows from piracy. This would require cooperation between 
the regional authorities and improved tracing services. Furthermore, improving the poor 
security systems when it comes to Money or Value Transfer Services should be examined as 
well.35 
 
Improve Regional Cooperation and Collaboration 
As piracy is an international problem, an international solution is needed. Actions taken by a 
few countries separately are not sufficient to tackle piracy as whole.36 There are plenty of 
willing countries and international and regional organizations. As well, there are many 
platforms where information regarding pirate activities is shared. However, improvement is 
still needed especially when utilizing resources from willing bodies. To ensure as much area is 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
33 https://echogeo.revues.org/11370#tocto1n2 
34 https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tocta/9.Maritime_piracy.pdf 
35 Ibid. 
36 Ibid.!
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monitored and as many activities closely examined, resources should not be overlapping and 
information should be shared completely. However, with different foreign policies that exist 
around the world, this may prove to be difficult. 
  

Bloc Positions  
 
Nations that Send Help through an International Organization (e.g. US, UK, EU) 
This bloc spearheads the fight against piracy. Through international cooperation, ranging 
from various task forces to promoting international legal enactments, these nations focus on 
working as a group to carry out anti-piracy operations. It’s important to note, while they do 
share information and work towards the same goal, sub-blocs exist within this bloc (e.g. 
European Union countries have a different operation than CTF 150 led by U.S.).  
 
Nations that Send Help Independently (e.g. Russia, India, China, Malaysia)  
This bloc consists of nations wishing to fight piracy on their own terms. These nations believe 
following a blanket guideline of the international organization is less effective and rather use 
their resources on their terms and send help in accordance with the agreement between 
affected nation and themselves. As they are not bound to an international effort, they do not 
necessarily have to share information gained from their anti-piracy operations.  
 
Red Sea Coastal States in Arab League (e.g. Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Sudan, Jordan, 
Djibouti, Somalia Transitional Federal Government)  
This bloc believes they are principally responsible for what happens with maritime piracy near 
the Red Sea region. They believe all operations must be consulted and approved by them 
before being put into action. Even though this bloc does have some grounds to their demands, 
it may still slow down the process of monitoring and prosecuting pirates in this region.  
 
Nations Requiring Help (e.g. Kenya)   
This bloc includes nations that are affected drastically by piracy but cannot do much in their 
own nations. Without international help, these nations have few options when dealing with 
piracy in their region. Often, these nations may even give up dealing with piracy and rather 
co-exist with them if international help seems to be lacking. Since cooperation between the 
affected countries and the international group is beneficial and sometimes necessary to 
effectively fight piracy, this bloc should not be shunned away.  
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Discussion Questions 
 

1.)!Should international organizations be able to freely enter sovereign waters during an 
anti-piracy operation?  

2.)!How do you convince the private sector to strengthen their vessels’ security without 
discouraging them from continuing to trade?  

3.)!How can financial flow both coming in and out from piracy activities be actively 
monitored?  

4.)!How can you ensure resources are utilized to the fullest potential when certain 
countries rather help independently, while others want to help through an 
international organization?  

5.)!How can you ensure that the unstable governments of the affected countries 
effectively help with the monitoring process?  

6.)!How can you speed out and smooth out the prosecution process of the pirates?  
7.)!How do you convince the poverty-stricken locals from condemning pirates, their rich 

customers?  
8.)!How do you convince improvement of the affected countries national jurisdiction to 

better deal with piracy?  
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