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Commonwealth of Nations 
Topic III: Safety and Security 
 
The Commonwealth is a voluntary organization of 52 nations that share a common value of 
democracy, human rights, and youth empowerment. Member states span 6 continents and 
often have a history of British colonial rule - the organization’s determination for cooperation 
and development is underscored by the biennial Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting.  
 
One of the pillars for creating a functioning nation is security. Without this pillar, virtually all 
of society is harmed socially, politically and economically. To take one example, Pakistan 
severely lacks effective law enforcement, and this in turn leads businesses to not start up in 
certain areas in fear of terrorism or other threats that are rampant in the nation. Of the 52 
sovereign states that make up the Commonwealth, every single nation has trouble to some 
degree regarding the safety and of its citizens. While some nations are certainly in better 
condition than others, it is important to realize that a lack of security in one nation may also 
have detrimental ramifications on other nations. This hasty need for security in a modern 
society paranoid of terrorism, however, may cause government, military, and paramilitary 
forces to take ineffectual measures, or worse, turn to corruption and oppressive practices. It 
the fear of the abuse of power, and the advent of corruption that may come with tighter 
security, that this committee is must find a solution to.  
 
Nigeria’s fight against the terrorist organization Boko Haram is a prime example of a chronic 
problems brought about by ineffective security. Where Boko Haram has occupied vast 
swathes of land in Nigeria, security forces have been struggling to repel the terrorists. 
Corruption is cited as a major cause for concern - state funds for security have often been 
embezzled by local officials, exacerbating the problems faced by an already demoralized and 
underfunded military. It is estimated, in one single case, that over $2 billion has been used in 
spurious spending for security expenses. Additionally, for many cases in the past, the Nigerian 
military has been accused of oppression of protesters and political minorities while 
supposedly maintaining security. For Nigeria, concerns for military oppression grow as more 
and more resources are delegated to tightening security. Also, more resources allocated means 
that more will be embezzled unless corruption is completely rooted out of the central 
government. This same problem is faced by many Commonwealth nations dealing with their 
own unique threats to security.  
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For countries like Canada and Australia, with high standards of living and a more educated 
voter base, heightened security measures are often heavily scrutinized and is thus unlikely to 
result in overtly oppressive laws or edicts. Moreover, these countries have comparatively lower 
amounts of corruption that hinder measures to ensure security; already well-established and 
respected police and military forces mitigate the risks to security in the first place. More 
developed countries should serve as examples to follow in the Commonwealth and push to see 
a better system of security in all Commonwealth member nations.  
  
The problems get more serious in less developed nations. Rwanda, for example, scores only a 
54/100, with 100 being very clean, on Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions 
index. Trinidad and Tobago only fares a meager 35/100. For many Commonwealth member 
states, the corruption index alone already indicates a high level of corruption in the country. 
While some countries are more prone than others to terrorism and other security risks, one 
can be certain that the higher the corruption in a country, the weaker its ability to deal 
effectively with security risks. Certain countries, like Nigeria, which have seen chronic periods 
of terrorism and conflict, and who have heavy dependence on military or paramilitary forces 
to maintain order, are additionally more vulnerable to poorly trained and funded security 
personnel failing to maintain an acceptable level of safety or the improper suspension of rights 
and the oppression on other civilians. While it is unlikely that an official or individual may 
attempt to gain power and establish a state of totalitarian control, this is definitely a possibility 
in heavily-policed states, and holds a chilling perspective for Commonwealth members like 
Pakistan where strained military-government relations have been a source of chronic tension.  
 
As members of the Commonwealth, it is the delegates’ missions to “improve the wellbeing of 
all Commonwealth citizens.” Therefore, it is incumbent upon all nations of the 
Commonwealth to strive for safety and security amongst all member states, since it will 
inevitably lead to economic growth and democratic development, among a plethora of other 
benefits. In addition to the basic protection of lives, however, delegates must be reminded that 
the Commonwealth is a committee which upholds the principles of democracy, tolerance, 
equality, prosperity, social progress, and cooperation. The ineffective use of security, 
corruption, or the abuse of power by security forces threatens to jeopardize the most 
fundamental tenets of the Commonwealth.  
  
While it is crucial that security be established, threat to democracy posed by corruption in 
security should occupy an equal, if not greater, consideration of the delegates who wish to 
create a more progressive Commonwealth.  


