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Letter from the Director 
  
Dear delegates,  
 
My name is Adam Mawji and I will be serving as the Director of the Committee on the Rights 
of the Child (CRC) at CAHSMUN 2018. This school year, I will be in Grade 11 at Southpointe 
Academy. CAHSMUN 2018 will be my fourth Model United Nations conference as a staff 
member. I have been involved in MUN, beginning with PacificMUN since Grade 9 in 2015. 
Despite only joining the Model UN world two years ago, I see MUN as an opportunity to 
better my public speaking and reaching skills. Model UN has also broadened my knowledge of 
global affairs and enabled me to create long-lasting relationships which I cherish today. I hope 
that all the delegates will be able to take advantage of MUN in a similar way.  
 
Serving as one of the Chairs of the CRC is Inaya Ali. Inaya is a Grade 11 student enrolled in 
the IB program at Port Moody Secondary School. Allan Lee will be serving as the other Chair 
of the CRC. He attends St. George's School and will also be in Grade 11. CAHSMUN will be 
his third staffing experience after being involved in the MUN community since 2015. 
Together, we will be your Dais at the conference.  
 
In anticipation of the upcoming conference, the staff team of CRC has chosen two topics of 
great importance regarding the rights of indigenous children and mental health of children 
after traumatic events. We hope to see debate on both topics filled with substantial arguments, 
well-researched political stances, and awareness of each country’s unique socioeconomic 
condition and cultural values. While this backgrounder gives detailed insight into the various 
components of these issues, there are numerous unaccounted elements of the problem that 
you may discover through your own research. Although the backgrounder acts as a starting 
point for your research, it should not be considered as your sole source.  
 
We are ecstatic to meet you all and look forward to the exciting debate during committee 
sessions. Before and throughout the conference, we will work hard to ensure that CAHSMUN 
2018 is filled with insightful debate and innovative solutions. If you have any questions both 
during and prior to the conference, please do not hesitate to contact me via email.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Adam Mawji  
Director of CRC—CAHSMUN 2018 
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Committee Description 
 
Established in 1991, the Committee on the Rights of the Child was founded on the core 
concept to monitor the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.1 The 
Convention was created to drastically challenge the existing social, cultural, and economic 
disparities facing children across the globe. The Committee operates under the pretenses and 
jurisdiction set out by the Convention. As a result, all countries that ratify the Convention are 
mandated to submit annual reports on the rights of children in their nations. These reports 
give detailed insights on education levels, literacy rates, social status, family breakdowns, and 
economic dependency ratios.  
 
Unlike many international forums which are comprised of individual nations, the committee 
is made up of 18 individuals.2 They are meant to be independent thinkers bringing varying 
backgrounds and perspectives on global society. The members are experts in the field of 
human rights and are elected by the Member-States who have ratified the convention. The 
committee not only ensures that its members uphold the convention but also acts to progress 
the rights of the child in any capacity possible. On a biannual basis, the committee submits its 
recommendations and reports to the United Nations through the United Nation’s Economic 
and Social Council.  

 
This committee remains exceptionally relevant in modern society as it is the only 
international forum that has the resources, time, and expertise to legitimately mitigate and 
prevent many of the social, economic, and political challenges children across the globe are 
facing. As a largely marginalized group, the children of the world often have their voices 
suppressed in international society. Across the world, children of all socio-economic and 
cultural backgrounds have their rights neglected. The CRC recommends new legislation to 
preserve children’s rights and work together a higher standard of living for children 
worldwide. The CRC holds all Member-States accountable for actions that can restrict the 
rights of the child. 
 

  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
1 https://www.crin.org/en/guides/un-international-system/committee-rights-child  
2 http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx!!
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Topic A: Upholding the Rights of Indigenous Children 
Overview 
 
Across the globe, the Indigenous peoples of the world all practice unique traditions and live in 
complex societies far different than that of any single nation. In this backgrounder, the term 
“Native” is defined as any individual or groups of individuals who originally descended from a 
certain geographic area. On a domestic level, every country has their own legislation and 
history regarding the indigenous people of their nation. While some have never experienced 
huge influxes of settlers coming into their country, many have experienced large cultural 
paradigm shifts. For instance, many Southeast Asian countries' populations are majority 
indigenous to the country. The Han Chinese makes up 91.6% of China's population, which 
demonstrates how China's population is largely indigenous. Whereas in Western Nations, 
especially those in North America, indigenous people are a drastically marginalized minority. 
However, a commonality between these groups, regardless of their size, is their cultural 
traditions, languages, and customs. In the modern era, even though many nations make 
reparations towards Indigenous groups due to past wrongdoings, Indigenous children are still 
seen as one of the most affected demographics by the global community. As a result, many 
Indigenous children may find themselves abused from corrupted systems. Furthermore, as 
poverty rates for this demographic increase, these children may face further violation of their 
rights. Without new solutions, this problem will only spread and become more detrimental to 
society.  
  

Timeline 
 
1831-1996 – The existence of Residential Schools: 
One of the most culturally and politically condemned actions by almost every single nation 
was the creation of residential schools. These schools made appearances in countries such as 
the United States, Australia, and Canada. The schools were religiously based and filled with 
Indigenous children who would be taken away from their communities and stripped of any 
cultural identity, including their names. The ramifications of these schools are still evident 
today as they almost eliminated Indigenous culture for an entire generation of children. In 
fact, even within these schools, the children were treated in atrocious ways. The establishment 
of these schools in Canada only ended 22 years ago.3 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
3 http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/a-timeline-of-residential-schools-the-truth-and-reconciliation-commission-
1.724434  
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1885 – Canada passes the Indian Act: 
By name alone, this piece of legislation seems to be a progressive relations piece between 
Canada's domestic government and the Indigenous groups of Canada. Contrarily, it was quite 
the opposite as it brought much harm to the First Nations Peoples. Most notably, there was a 
restriction of many traditions, a prominent one being the Sun Dance and the Potlatch. Both 
currently exist, but this instance proves how little regard governments have had for 
Indigenous peoples in the past. In fact, similar legislation was passed to the same effect in 
America and Australia, which also have significant Indigenous populations.4   
 
1979-2015 – China’s One Child Policy:  
The famous one-child policy in China significantly affected the population, creating many 
negative repercussions for society. While the Chinese population is mainly indigenous, these 
people are not generally considered to be indigenous. Rather, the indigenous population 
comprises of those who still practice and follow indigenous culture and religion. Under the 
one-child policy, these people were exempt and allowed to have two children if the first child 
was female. Like the one-child policy in the major cities, many shadow children were added to 
the population and infanticide increased for those families with two female children.5 
 
1993 – Creation of the first United Nations international forum to discuss Indigenous 
Rights: 
At the World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna, Austria, the first international 
assembly to discuss Indigenous Rights was created: the United Nations Forum on Indigenous 
Issues. This assembly was revolutionary as it opened a discussion forum for the thousands of 
various Aboriginal and Indigenous groups. However, the UNFII saw controversy arise in the 
size of the assembly. Accommodating the needs of every single tribe was not feasible; 
therefore, representatives were based on countries. Problems furthered because certain 
countries have hundreds of different tribes whereas some have none. Overall, despite its 
problems, the international forum marked a pivotal movement in recognition of Indigenous 
rights.6 
 
July 27 1996 – The most recent update to the international definition of “Indigenous 
Peoples”: 
At the World Council of Churches, representatives of the UNFII congregated and released a 
statement that updated the definition of indigenous peoples. The statement can be 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
4 http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/indian-act/  
5 https://www.britannica.com/topic/one-child-policy  
6 https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/en/history.html!!
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summarized into two main thematic elements. Firstly, each member states' governments have 
the right to set parameters for the legal definition of Indigenous. Secondly, any peoples who 
consider themselves of Aboriginal descent no matter how directly can announce themselves as 
indigenous on a cultural level and be considered to have a voice in the Forum.7 This event 
acted as a symbolic gesture, uniting the indigenous people of the world with their respective 
governments.  
 
July 28 2000 – The establishment of the UNPFII: 
The United Nations Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNFII) was developed into the United 
Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII), where the majority of 
international issues for indigenous people are debated today. Under the provisions of 
resolution 2000/22 passed by the Economic and Social Committee (ECOSOC), the UNFII was 
established as a permanent forum. As a permanent forum, it congregates either an annual or 
biannual basis. It also reports to ECOSOC on a biannual basis where it gives detailed reports 
of progress and development as well as recommends legislation to the General Assembly. 
 
September 13 2007 – The adoption of United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples: 
Suggested by the UNPFII, the topic of specific rights for the world’s indigenous peoples was 
diplomatically debated and discussed in ECOSOC. After days of vigorous debate, the United 
Nations adopted the Declaration.8 The main content of this declaration not only reaffirmed 
that all indigenous people should be entitled to all rights under the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, but also stated that all children should be entitled to all rights under the 
Universal Declaration on the Rights of the Child.910 
 
May 28 2009 – Child Rights Connect hosts an event at the Permanent Forum in the New 
York offices for the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Funds: 
Located near the General Assembly room in New York, the United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund was the host to a public awareness event at the UNPFII. This 
event reached out to many public figures to come forth and gain a deeper understanding of 
their causes. This stands out as an internationally important event that was one of the most 
successful awareness initiatives for this genre of problem.  
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
7 https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/about-us.html  
8 http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf  
9 http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/  
10 https://www.unicef.org/malaysia/1959-Declaration-of-the-Rights-of-the-Child.pdf!!
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June 2012 – The United Nations sets agenda to discuss pertinent challenges facing 
Australian Indigenous Children: 
As Indigenous Issues have, in recent years, become increasingly well known in the general 
community, a variety of travesties and challenges face the youth in the Australian Indigenous 
Community. Debated in both the General Assembly and the CRC itself, the discussion had no 
concrete solution that decisively solved the issues at hand. The resolution that passed simply 
presented itself to support the Australian government in an advisory capacity using input 
from various Indigenous groups across the world. While it was not legally binding, it was a 
key moment, specifically addressing Indigenous child’s rights in Australia.  
 

Historical Analysis 
 
Looking through history, the world's indigenous population, especially the indigenous 
children, has faced extensive persecution and discrimination. As the earliest settlers of North 
America, South America, and Australia, the world’s most famous indigenous peoples are 
those who first greeted European settlers. Having lived in their lands for thousands of years, 
these indigenous people had their culture permanently altered as European travelers came 
seeking new commodities to exploit. This created a fundamental dichotomy between the new 
settlers and the native people that showed itself through various territorial and political 
conflicts. In Canada and the United States especially, native relations were greatly stressed by 
actions of aggression by the Europeans. For instance, when Jacques Cartier first sailed to 
Canada, he met an indigenous tribe with which he fostered good relations. This seemed to be 
a positive sign; however, when he reached the Iroquois tribe, tension resulted as he took the 
tribe leader’s children back to France.  
  
Furthermore, incidents like these happened across the globe as European nations strived for 
imperialism. When exposed to the new culture, indigenous adults and elders generally acted 
in one of two ways: either they would create trading relations and partnerships, or they would 
fight and create conflict. In either scenario, future generations were greatly affected. However, 
in the first scenario, instead of being pushed into war, the children experienced a social 
paradigm shift. The Coureurs de Bois, “Runners of the forest” were Europeans who were sent 
to make relations with native individuals to gain trading connections with the tribes. This 
greatly impacted a large number of female indigenous youth as the runners were most 
commonly male and would often use marriage to foster economic growth. When religion, 
specifically Christianity, spread from Europe to the New World through groups such as the 
Jesuits, Indigenous children were further targeted and often not given the choice to decide 
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their religion or beliefs. The children in tribes that did not conform to the new religion faced 
poverty as difficulties with trade increased. 
 
Outside of the European empires, Indigenous children faced further troubles as their culture 
was threatened by the society developing around them. In numerous Asian and African 
cultures, the indigenous cultures and tribes became even further segregated from what was 
considered the status quo as new technologies often undermined the traditional practices.11 
The impact of this was greatly felt by children as they were often put into incredibly harsh 
situations. Often, children would have parents push them to go to school, which meant they 
would be rejected from their tribe. Other times, children would stay with their tribes, causing 
further problems regarding poverty derived from insufficient education.12 Following the 
industrial revolution and the rise of urbanization, Asian populations began to skyrocket which 
further marginalized Indigenous people and children. These groups who resided in rural areas 
became disconnected from society as urban areas transformed into popular hubs for 
development.13  As a result of these actions, children still living in Indigenous tribes had little 
access to basic rights. Holistically, the preservation of these cultures is something that is 
crucial to the youth in the tribes themselves but can also raise numerous problems, many of 
which breach human rights.  
 

Current Situation 
 
The Indigenous community as a whole is facing a myriad of issues on an international level 
causing social, political, and economic conflicts, impacting children who are now born into a 
life of struggle. Based on their population and residing country, each indigenous group faces 
different challenges. However, two basic thematic elements exist in all problems. The first is 
the challenges children face internally in their communities, and second is the external 
struggles between the children and community as the whole, against the domestic society. 
 
Health Care for Indigenous Children  
All these communities operate in a common manner, causing problems that arise for the 
children. A major concern for children is their health, more specifically nutrition and 
sanitation. Without the use of industrial tools and technologies, harvests often yield less than 
expected. This uncertainty for food is what originally inspired nomadic societies. However, 
with limited land, the community has few options. A poor harvest coupled with livestock 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
11 https://thediplomat.com/2016/12/asias-indigenous-voices-taking-a-stand-for-sacred-lands/  
12 https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/tribal-education-india  
13 https://www.researchgate.net/publication/280089541_The_Indigenous_Experience_of_Urbanization!!
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illnesses can greatly harm children as they face malnutrition and starvation. Due to traditional 
customs and practices, many groups restrict access modern medical care. This lack of health 
care causes problems since easily combated illnesses or preventable outbreaks become 
widespread crises. For example, in 1991, a group of Mohawk children acted as patient zero for 
an epidemic of AIDS.14 The sexually transmitted disease gradually spread among the tribe. 
While no exact figures are known, it is estimated that almost half the children in the tribe 
passed away without even knowing the cause of their death. At this time, family planning was 
not accessible as elders of the tribe had decreed that it was not acceptable. While the tribe later 
changed its beliefs, the rulings of the tribe greatly impacted the children as their basic right to 
safety was largely undermined. Sanitation in rural homes is also extremely poor, due to their 
distance from larger, developed areas. Many villages do not have access to running water for 
bathing and therefore, there is a positive correlation in the spread of disease. 15 Overall, these 
problems have the greatest impact on children who have developing or compromised immune 
systems. These issues have caused much debate between countries, contesting the method of 
ensuring access to these basic rights. Some nations believe the government needs to give 
indigenous people more freedom in terms of land use so they can have more area to grow 
crops. Many nations oppose this as they believe that the indigenous people are granted 
enough land and need to accept government help and authority to improve their quality of 
life. While there are problems with each perspective, these are some of the strongest 
contentions that create controversy in the committee. 
 
Access to Food, Water, and Other Necessities  
Many problems face two different types of Indigenous children: those living in countries 
where Europeans or other settlers have caused a paradigm shift and those born into groups 
that have been marginalized over time as the urban world and culture developed. Children 
born into these communities feel the repercussions of conflicts more than any other age group 
as they immediately suffer an extreme disadvantage. In North America, South America, 
Australia, and others, a common social organization is to have indigenous groups live on 
reserved land where they can practice their traditions and customs. However, many children 
born onto these reserves are stripped of many basic rights. At times, this can be their 
guarantee to access to food, water, and shelter. As the government does not intervene, 
acquiring food and water is up to the community. As of 2011, in the United States, 120,000 
tribal homes lacked clean running water.16 Furthermore, the basic infrastructure development 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
14 http://www.turtleisland.org/healing/healing-aids.htm  
15 http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/bad-water-third-world-conditions-on-first-nations-in-canada-1.3269500  
16 http://indianyouth.org/american-indian-life/poverty-cycle!!
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in most indigenous areas is significantly less than the rest of the status quo. In fact, two of the 
five poorest American States are also two of the states with the largest reservations.17  
 
Regulation of Indigenous Beliefs and Practices  
The government’s choice to grant reservations extreme levels of freedom also results in the 
continuation of many practices that are considered greatly unsafe. Young males in tribes from 
Australia and the Plains of Canada perform a variation of the Sun Dance. While it is not 
always called the Sun Dance the principle is the same. Young males pierce their skin with 
daggers made from bones then attempt to dance with the bones in them, creating scars on 
their body. While this was once outlawed, it is still legal in many areas. However, children who 
are born into this culture may be unwillingly pressured into performing this dance which 
endangers them. Native groups often have many outdated practices that can hurt children. 
For instance, a Japanese indigenous group still retains many traditional beliefs, such as 
believing that mental illness is a sign of evil spirits. Therefore, children born with mental 
illnesses are immediately abandoned and left to die from exposure to the elements or 
starvation.18 The main problem in combating these issues is the core concept of whether or 
not the government should assist the tribes. Further issues arise when many argue that the 
reservations need to be self-sufficient and if they are not, the land should be seeded into the 
nation they are in. The tribes themselves argue that the government should not help as it takes 
away their cultural pride and they disgrace their culture if they ask for help.  
 
Looking at children, in particular, even more, practices than the examples previously given 
demonstrate how children’s rights are violated by particular practices in many indigenous 
theologies. Most commonly, rights to education may be blocked as well as those concerning 
basic healthcare and safety. Referring back to the example of the Sun Dance within Canada, 
the Canadian federal government has historically discussed this issue across the span of 
multiple decades. The most notable developments were the Federal government outlawing the 
practice completely but now allowing it as long as the actual dance does not inflict bodily 
harm on the children.  
 
Ultimately, decision regarding these aspects of indigenous issues has been largely stagnant due 
to the large controversy around the issue. This divide presents itself on a social level as conflict 
can be seen between the indigenous group and the rest of a Member-State’s society. Diving 
even further in, there is political divide as many citizens are in dispute about how to handle 
this issue which renders governments ineffective in this area.  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
17 http://www.nativepartnership.org/site/PageServer?pagename=naa_livingconditions  
18 http://www.nytimes.com/1996/04/07/world/outcast-status-worsens-pain-of-japan-s-disabled.html!!
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United Nations Involvement 
 
Past UN involvement on this topic has been extremely ineffective for two main reasons. 
Firstly, the resolutions created by the United Nations are not specific enough to directly 
combat this issues faced by the children in Indigenous communities. Many resolutions that 
are passed have little effect because they focus specifically on children without considering the 
direct implementation and ramifications in various Indigenous communities. They are also 
ineffective because they target indigenous communities without taking into account the 
children who are born into these traditions and do not choose their own beliefs. Instead, they 
assume that everyone follows such traditions willingly. Secondly, with regards to the 
specificity of resolutions, there are very few forums that discuss these issues to the depth 
necessary to combat them. While UNICEF, the CRC, UNPFII, and SOCHUM have mission 
statements that declare their purpose to tackle these issues, there are still so many rarely 
discussed problems. On an international scope, awareness on these issues is minimal at best. 
Previously discussed, the four most critical UN documents regarding the topic at hand are as 
listed: The Universal Declaration on Human Rights; The Declaration on the Rights of the 
Child; The Convention on the Rights of the Child; and The United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Coupled together, these resolutions cover almost all basis 
for the issues that are present. However, as we know, these problems still undermine the 
indigenous children on a multifaceted front.19  

 
Specific discussion only recently became a primary focal point for debate and diplomacy 
within the United Nations. In the 2016 assembly of the UNPFII, Indigenous youth associated 
with the forum’s members were invited to attend the assembly and actively express their 
thoughts. In the General Assemblies’ meeting in 2017 in New York, there were no primary 
topics for a forum that directly addressed these problems.20 Finally, the indigenous children 
themselves have a key role in the future of their tribes, but are currently constantly 
overlooked. In the international community, many international forums that pass resolutions 
to help children lack focus on indigenous children.  
 

  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
19 http://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-do/deliver-humanitarian-aid/  
20 https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/!!
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Possible Solutions 
 
Government Responsibilities  
To solve this multi-faceted problem, numerous solutions must be imposed to counteract, 
mitigate, and effectively stop all the current problems. The first solution that has potential is 
also largely controversial: an increase in government control and influence within Indigenous 
communities. Ideally, this would mean the government evaluates the social living standards of 
the peoples, employment rates, and economic incomes, as well as the traditional customs and 
practices. From there, the government can assist using social services such as welfare and 
medical care. This reaches opposition on a few levels. As many nations use reservations to 
allow Indigenous cultures to thrive, these reservations are often not used for their intended 
purpose and hence forth are used to supply tax-free land for urban development.21 While this 
is technically legal, the fact that people are using tax dollars to help those who pay no tax 
creates a dichotomy of trust and fosters animosity. Groups themselves further worry that the 
governments will restrict their cultural practices, therefore, disrupting the culture in a way 
that threatens their lifestyle. With opposing viewpoints domestically, the international 
community is divided on how to proceed. Many Member-States believe humanitarian aid 
should be given regardless of the political landscape within a nation; however, other nations 
strongly attest since many Indigenous citizens have special privileges.22 The further debate 
comes from the fact that nations are reluctant to help as they are either unaware of the issues 
or the Indigenous communities. Children, particularly, have no voice to recommend and 
advise on solutions the problems they face daily. Therefore, there is an inherent need for 
discussion with equal representation on all the above issues. 
 
Collection of Statistics  
Another potential solution is to actually gain legitimate statistics on these problems to analyze 
their importance and raise awareness on these issues for more impactful resolutions. 
Currently, problems are very well known, but specific data on these issues are often out of 
date or nonexistent. While in countries like Canada, recent census data provides a snapshot of 
the situation, data from countries such as the US has not been fully updated since 2010.23 
Furthermore, there are many factors regarding the conditions of indigenous children that are 
not examined in detail by a certain countries. A suggestion would be to conduct an 
international survey. Even this solution faces controversy as, without an internationally 
unanimous decision, the survey would be unfeasible and ineffective. In fact, the survey is 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
21 https://www.tsawwassenmills.com/info/native-status-card/  
22 http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/edumat/studyguides/indigenous.html  
23 https://www.census.gov/2010census/!!
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already problematic as many tribes are not in regular contact with anyone outside the group 
itself. This solution can be greatly beneficial but it must be carefully planned.  
 
Holistically, this issue is highly complex and while awareness is a strong component, as is 
funding, the debate should also have a strong focus on the actions a government or an 
international body as this will be most decisive. All solutions suggested are simply broad 
guides for debate that could occur. The idea of government control and intervention in 
indigenous communities is highly sensitive and all perspectives, including the group itself, 
must be accounted for.  
 
Compromise 
This solution stems from the heart of the UN’s ideals centered on diplomacy. This would be to 
have governing bodies to identify any practices that violate rights of Aboriginal children. The 
next step in this solution is to work with community heads and leaders in each tribe to create 
new ways to preserve the culture through the practice while modifying it to protect the 
children. By doing so, it would ensure that children and community members are safe, while 
the Indigenous culture can still be expressed. However, there are two apparent issues with this 
solution. Firstly, this would be logistically very difficult to execute, especially on an 
international scale due to the vast amount of time and funds it would require. Secondly, the 
solution implies that tribes would accept an engagement from political bodies beyond their 
community which may not be necessarily true and could even derive more conflict. Therefore, 
in order for this compromise to take place, efforts must be made to further develop 
relationships between the government and Indigenous communities, such as through greater 
representation and a voice at the table. With this in mind, the eventual goal would be to allow 
these Indigenous communities to be more independent and self-sustaining.  
 
Community Education  
Community education is the concept of implementing educational programs that base 
themselves of education relevant to a child’s way of life. The schools themselves could be 
highly productive grounds where students are encouraged to learn curricula taught across a 
nation while also giving them a space to be educated on their own Indigenous culture. 
Community education would be a more logistically viable solution as it gives both incentives 
towards the government and the Indigenous groups as community education would require 
infrastructure in terms of space to host the program and faculty to teach. More specifically, 
this solution would look at teaching aspects of Indigenous culture and language, 
incorporating that was the standard educational guidelines to create a more holistic 
experience for children. The biggest criticisms of this solution would be that it is incredibly 
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time consuming and would require discussion between all Indigenous groups that agree. As a 
result, this solution may be more viable for developed countries where access to infrastructure 
and education exists already. This solution must strike a careful balance between appreciating 
and increasing awareness for Indigenous culture.  
 

Bloc Positions 
 
North America and Oceania  
In these nations, the indigenous community has suffered mistreatment and increased 
marginalization of their rights coupled with intense cultural persecution for hundreds of 
years. While reparations have been made, countless problems still exist on a fundamental level 
and basic differences and schools of thoughts still segregate these peoples from working 
collaboratively with other groups and the government. The idea of reservations, while a 
symbolic gesture to show respect to the indigenous culture, has also effectively isolated them 
from society. This isolation perpetuates poverty and harsh living conditions for the children 
born into the culture. Moreover, cultural practices that harm individuals are often not 
restricted for fear of negative repercussions relation to the demolition of traditional cultures. 
These nations have very sensitive stances that need to find a balance between invading a 
culture and providing fair assistance in relation to public opinion.24 
 
Southeast Asia 
In this general region, many of the Indigenous peoples live in rural areas. Therefore, the 
children do not receive equal opportunities and are often subject to extremely discriminatory 
cultural beliefs. The government cannot outlaw these beliefs despite them being major 
violations of human rights. Furthermore, many cases such as these go unnoticed due to the 
fact that these countries are so large in size and dense in population, it is hard to communicate 
with all Indigenous peoples. While maintaining cultural integrity, these countries want to help 
those negatively affected but face many more pressing issues where general society goes 
against these individuals.25  
 
Latin and Southern America 
These nations have a complex relationship with indigenous people as many of the indigenous 
people have assimilated into modern society and the two cultures have hence fused together. 
For example, in Quito, Ecuador, the historical beliefs of local Indigenous groups is mixed with 
the growing urbanization creating the new and old cities. As a UNESCO world heritage site, 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
24 https://www.legendsofamerica.com/na-timeline/  
25 https://www.iwgia.org/images/publications//0511_ASEAN_BRIEFING_PAPER_eb.pdf!!
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the old city shines as a testament to the world’s capacity to safely have indigenous cultures co-
exist in modern society.26 These countries have their own share of problems but many of them 
stem from governmental relations and internal issues are drastically lower.  
 
African and Middle Eastern Nations 
These countries have a high population of indigenous tribes. These tribes are often isolated 
from the rest of the society causing a lack of awareness for the problems they face on a daily 
basis. As a result, the governments know little about each tribe's beliefs to help them further. 
Other problems arise when language barriers between varying dialects raise tension and 
problems, both with the government and other tribes. These nations wish to help the tribes 
but as the tribes face social stigma, internal issues, and relatively poor living conditions, it is 
hard to support them. This is only emphasized by the numerous other political, economic, 
and cultural issues the country faces. 27 Countries in the Middle East face similar issues to 
African nations. However, since some countries are not well developed, these issues face both 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous children. Furthermore, war and conflict escalates violence 
which often rallies children to support militia efforts. These problems render government 
rulings ineffective as drastic action is required.  
 
Europe 
There are very few indigenous people in Europe. Those that do exist are commonly found in 
Scandinavia and Eastern Europe.28 As of now, the government is quite accommodating to 
these peoples; however, internal issues in these communities have arisen. Due to the nature of 
many Indigenous tribes, the government wishes not to intervene with the issues these 
communities face. Generally, these countries want to foster peace on an international level for 
all people.  
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1.)! Is there an Indigenous population in your country? If so, how much of a voice, if any, 
do they have in the official legislative government? What can be done to improve 
representation?  

2.)!What type of social conditions does the Indigenous population in your nation face? 
What kinds of discrimination and assistance do they receive from the government?  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!
26 http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/2  
27 http://www.achpr.org/files/special-mechanisms/indigenous-
populations/achpr_wgip_report_summary_version_eng.pdf  
28 http://theconversation.com/despite-gains-europes-indigenous-people-still-struggle-for-recognition-54330!!
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3.)!Which specific universal human rights and child rights do Indigenous children lack in 
your nation? What can be done to improve this?  

4.)!What has your government done in the past to further or restrict Indigenous rights? 
Are there any Indigenous practices or beliefs that your government has outlawed? If 
so, why and should their ruling be reconsidered?  

5.)! Is education accessible for Indigenous children? If so, to what level or quality?  
6.)!Has the local media in your country reported any recent incidents regarding 

Indigenous children issues?  
7.)!Are quality health care, water, food, and other essential services readily accessible for 

Indigenous children in your country? What can be done to ensure they receive these 
resources?  
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